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Serving EldersServing EldersServing EldersServing Elders    
(with areas of special responsibility) 

 
Sylvia Page (Secretary)  020 8366 7481 
 
Martin Hamblin (Treasurer) 020 8363 0974 
 
Lynda Cook    020 8360 5112 
 
Doreen Bamberger (Youth and Children’s Work, excluding 
Brigades)    020 8366 0866 
 
Carol Rensch   020 8367 1208 
 
Andrew Caddies   020 8363 0844 
 
Where  an Elder is listed with special responsibility for an 
area, please contact them first if your question relates to that 
area. 

The Bush Hill Park URC Newsletter is published monthly on the last 
Sunday of the month.  Please note that the views expressed in this 
newsletter are not necessarily the views of the whole fellowship or 
representative of church policy. 
Have you seen the news on the Church Internet site?  Check it out at 

www.bhpurc.org.uk/news.htm 
 

Next Newsletter 
The next edition of the newsletter will be published on Sunday 27th 
September. All material for inclusion should be placed in the folder 
in the church lounge (or e-mailed to newsletter@bhpurc.org.uk) 
by Sunday 13th September. 
 
Please note that late contributions may be held over. 
Editor: Lisa Hamblin, 130 Clive Road, Enfield EN1 1RF 
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FROM OUR MINISTER – SEPTEMBER 2009 
 
At a conference in May 2000 one of the ministers had the logo below 
on his tee shirt. 
He spoke with passion about church life where there were experts in 
every field who delighted to tell him as they were leaving the Sunday 
service; “You should organize a committee to look after the repairs to 
our building.” Another popular one was “You should preach more often 
on the parables etc.” 
 

DON’T SHOULD ON ME 

After Apostle Peter has denied 
his Lord three times, we do well 
to mark his words from John 
chapter 21:  “Simon son of John, 
do you love me?” asks Jesus.  
“Lord you know all things, you 
know that I love you.” replies Pe-
ter after the third time of asking 
by Jesus. (John 21.13 – 19). 
Then came the instruction from 
Jesus to Peter; “Feed my 
sheep.” (v 17). There is no 
“should” in the commandment 
given by our Lord! You must un-
derstand that often the “should” 
idea you want to pass on is God 
calling YOU to get on with nurtur-
ing and caring and praising and 
ministering to the flock where 

God has placed you.  God forbid 
that any minister comes to be-
lieve he has the final answer and 
authority for everything in the 
congregation’s life.  The collec-
tive wisdom of the Elders and the 
accumulated experience of the 
Members of the Church Meeting 
allows all in our congregation to 
bring their God-given under-
standing to any areas of ministry. 
 
Why do we need to accept the 
ministry of all believers? Listen to 
this reply in Psalm 115.1; Not to 
us, O Lord, not to us but to your 
name be the glory, because of 
your love and faithfulness.  
 

Now the Bible is quite strong about the teaching of Jesus which 
stresses that all churches will become successful in spreading the 
good news of Jesus when the ‘should’ of the many realises that all are 
equal in the eyes of God. All are part of the ministry of all believers.  
Those with narrow views are quick to “should” on the pastor or Elder 
or Church Secretary. Wouldn’t it do the congregation a load of good if 
the sentence had two words changed: “I could organize a committee 
to look after the repairs of the building.” 
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When Jesus tells Peter to “Feed 
my sheep” we know two things 
for certain: First: The flock is the 
Lord’s;  Second: It is us here on 
earth who Jesus entrusts to do 
all the feeding. 
 
Feeding covers all the activities 
of growing and caring for the 
sheep from birth to death 
through all the dangers of life 
and then added to that the shep-
herd needs to ensure the supply 
of the feed which may require 
tilling and preparation and weed-
ing and harvesting. The many 
activities of caring for the flock 

needs ALL of us to sacrifice our 
time and the particular skills the 
Lord has so freely given us so 
that we can give our faithful, car-
ing God all the glory for anything 
that the flock achieves. 
 
May He bless your part in the life 
of our flock with great love, grace 
and care. 
 
Become a Member of our flock! 
Please speak to me about this 
matter. 
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Smile lines 
Where now?  
 

A teacher was finishing up a lesson on the joys of discovery and the 

importance of curiosity. "Where would we be today," she asked, "if no 

one had ever been curious?"  
 

One child quietly spoke up from the back of the room. "In the garden 

of Eden?" 

 

Fair cop?  
 

While taking a routine vandalism report at an infants school, I was in-

terrupted by a little girl about six years old. Looking up and down at 

my uniform, she asked, “Are you a cop?”  
 

“Yes,” I answered and continued writing the report.  
 

“My mum said if I ever needed help, I should ask the police. Is that 

right?” she ventured.  
 

“Yes, that's right,” I told her, and added expansively: “We are always 

here for you.”  
 

The little girl smiled, and looked reassured. “Well, then,” she said, as 

she extended her foot toward me, “would you please tie my shoe?”  

 

School blues  
 

A little girl had just finished her first week of school.... “I'm just 

wasting my time,” she said to her mother. “I can't read, I can't write, 

and they won't let me talk!”  

 

Harvest Supper  
 

When the church council asked for a report on how the Harvest Sup-

per had gone, the church secretary was at least succinct: “More was 

prepared than was served. More was served than was eaten. More was 

eaten than was necessary.”  
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Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News  
Webb Ivory Catalogue 

 
I know it is early and summer holidays 
are just finishing and you are probably 
not thinking of Christmas yet but the 
catalogues are now available.  Girls’ 
Brigade are opening it to the Church 
this year and will give half of the money 
raised to the Church Building Fund.   
 
I’m reminding you early as orders take 
approximately 28 days to be delivered 
from the suppliers and the more popu-
lar items sell out very quickly.  So 
please come and get a catalogue from 
me and order early to avoid disappoint-
ment. 
 
The last date for orders to be made is 
Wednesday 28th October. 
 

Judith Hughes 

Paul Zala 
 
I had a long telephone con-
versation at the beginning of 
July with Paul Zala, a former 
member of our church. 
 
Paul is now living in a Care 
Home in Wimbledon.  He 
says he is happy there, feels 
well in himself and is free of 
pain.  He gets visits from 
members of the Korean 
church where he worships 
when he is able. 
 
He has asked to be remem-
bered to everyone at Bush 
Hill Park who knew him. 
 

Evelyn Rolph 

The Leprosy Mission 
 
Back in January, many of you gave generously to World Leprosy 
Day.  On page four of the Autumn/Winter Leprosy Mission magazine 
“New Day” it tells how the money has been spent and the difference 
it has made.  Page five tells us about next year’s World Leprosy Day.  
There are some spare copies of New Day in the lounge, so please 
take a copy and read these articles and about everything else The 
Leprosy Mission are doing. 
 
Thank you again for your generosity. 

Christine Hughes 
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Adoption Campaign 
 
Adopters needed for black and minority ethnic children 
 
The North London Adoption Consortium is a partnership of five 
local authority adoption agencies; Barnet, Camden, Enfield, Ha-
ringey and Islington and one voluntary adoption agency; Nor-
wood who have chosen to work together to provide the very best 
possible service for children waiting to be adopted and for those 
wanting to adopt. Our primary aim is to meet the needs of our 
children waiting to be adopted. In finding the most suitable and 
loving homes for children we provide a professional and com-
plete service for people who are hoping to adopt. 
 
Currently there are well over 100 children in North London who 
need a loving adoptive home. These children come from a range 
of ethnic and religious backgrounds and many of them need to 
be placed with their brothers and sisters. 
 
To meet these children’s needs Enfield Council’s Adoption Team 
are looking for prospective adopters from all parts of the commu-
nity, including those who might think they would not be consid-
ered. Adopters can be childless couples and couples with chil-
dren, single people with or without children. 
 
For more information go to www.enfield.gov.uk/adoption/
index.html or phone Sonia on 020 8379 8490. 

Harvest 
 
This year for Harvest we’re going to be a bit different.  You may have 
noticed the garden is having a bit of a makeover & we would like to 
thank God this Harvest by planting some small shrubs & plants or 
bulbs that will last.   
 
We would be grateful if you could bring any contributions towards this 
to the service on the 27th September. 
 
If anyone is interested in planting them in the following week please 
speak to Pat Simons. 
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Operation Christmas Child 2009  
– time to pack your shoe box!  

 
Last year the generosity of adults and children throughout the UK 
meant that more than 1.2 million disadvantaged children in parts of 
Africa, Central Asia and Eastern Europe were able to have a Christ-
mas present – a Christmas shoe box full of small gifts from a stranger 
(here) who cared enough to send it (there).  
 
Operation Christmas Child is the world’s largest children’s Christmas 
appeal and began nearly 20 years ago. It enables anyone here in the 
UK to directly impact the life of a disadvantaged child overseas.  
 
If you would like to consider buying small gifts and packing another 
shoe box this year, here’s what to look for at the shops over the next 
few weeks:  
 
TOYS : small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, 
yo-yos, jump ropes, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batter-
ies), etc.  
 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES : pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or mark-
ers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar calculators, 
colouring and picture books, etc.  
 
HYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in a plastic 
bag), comb, washcloth, etc.  
 
A PERSONAL NOTE: In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note 
to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. (If you include your 
name and address, the child may write back.)  
 
DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items; war-related items such 
as toy guns, knives or military figures; chocolate or food; liquids or lo-
tions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snowglobes or 
glass containers; aerosol cans  
 
For more details talk to Mavis or Ivy, for information on labels and 
wrapping see: www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk. 
 
If you are putting a box together this year please bring it along to 
church on or before the 25th October. 
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The continuing story of our stonework  
and other repairs 

 
It is some months since I wrote about the state of our building so with 
the start of the new academic year perhaps an update is due. 
 
The Quinquennial Survey was carried out on Church, Hall and Manse 
and showed up the usual problems and more!  Since then, various flat 
roofs have been replaced.  The church roof car park side has been 
replaced with new dormer rendering and pebble-dashing making us 
look very smart.  We then turned to the Hall roof and new UPVC 
double-glazed windows have been put into the dormers there with 
rendering and pebble-dashing to match the church.  New windows on 
the other side have made the building much lighter and we hope 
warmer and therefore less of a drain on heating costs.   
 
The Hall roof is sound for the moment but we know it will not last long 
so we are looking for another £30,000 to see to this. 
 
Internal decoration is on-going with the Junior Room a total 
refurbishment project to turn it into a conference room which may 
generate us more income during the week and be of better use to our 
Youth Organisations. 
 
The stonework has to be tackled but to obtain a grant for this we have 
to put in place a PDT (Project Development Team) with personnel 
input from Synod, Area and local church with an appointed Surveyor.  
It all takes time. 
 
Meanwhile we will fund-raise and plan to have fun doing this.  All 
donations would be gratefully received by the Treasurer into the 
dedicated ‘Friends of Bush Hill Park United Reformed Church’ 
account. 
 
Please pay to:  HSBC Bank PLC, Enfield Town Branch 
Sort Code:   40-20-23 
Account Number: 21808648 
For the credit of: Friends of BHPURC 
 

Sylvia Page 
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FUND-RAISER FOR BUSH HILL PARK URC 

Greek 

£10 all you 
can eat 

(£4 for Children) 

For tickets call 
the office on  

020 8366 5526 
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DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary        
SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    
    
See also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activities 

Tues 1st 7:45pm Elders Meeting 
 

Sun 6th 10:30am 
 
Communion with Martin Legg 
 

Sun 13th 10:30am 
 
Morning Worship with Lynda Cook 
 

Sun 20th 10:30am 
6:00pm 

Morning Worship with Martin Legg 
Café Church at Cheshunt 

Sun 27th  10:30am   
 
Morning Worship with Martin Wells 
 

Sat 19th 6:30pm 
onwards 

Food of the Nations in the Church Hall 

Next newsletter deadline  
Sunday 13th September 
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PRAYER PLAN  
SEPTEMBER 2009 

Freedom is what we have—Christ has set us free! 

Stand ,then, as free people, and do not allow yourselves to 

become slaves again.   

The Spirit produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, humility and self control. 

Galatians  Chap 5  v 1 & 22 

Tuesday 1st 
Those expecting babies 

Wednesday 2nd 
Cross Road 

Thursday 3rd 
Our children as they pre-

pare to return to school 

Friday 4th 
Persecuted Christians in 

Democratic Rep. of Congo 

Saturday 5th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader 

and the Services tomorrow 

Sunday 6th 
Thanks for Premier Radio 

now nationwide 

Monday 7th 
Pat & Denis Simons away in 

America visiting their family  

Tuesday 8th 
Literacy Day—Read a book 

And pray for authors 

Wednesday 9th 
Dimsdale Drive 

Thursday 10th  
Those looking for work 

Friday 11th  
Persecuted Christians in 

Eritrea 

Saturday 12th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader 

and the Services tomorrow 
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Sunday 13th 
Thanks for our parents 
 

Monday 14th 
Tracey & Steve, Georgina 

& Rhianna Williams 

Tuesday 15th 
For access to clean water 

for all people in the world 

Wednesday 16th 
 Delhi Road 

Thursday 17th 
For persecuted Christians 

in Pakistan and India 

Friday 18th 
Preparations for Fund-

raising meal tomorrow 

Saturday 19th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader 

and the Services tomorrow 

Sunday 20th 
Thanks for Grandparents 

And all they do 
 

Monday 21st 
International Day of Peace 

Tuesday 22nd 
Alison, Matthew & Anthony 

Witter 

Wednesday 23rd 
Downs Road 

Thursday 24th 
Those recently bereaved 

Friday 25th 
Persecuted Christians and 

the oppressed in Burma 

Saturday 26th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader 

and the Services tomorrow 

Sunday 27th  
Thanks for healing and 

miracles 
 

Monday 28th 
Doreen Bamberger 

Tuesday 29th 
Those starting and those 

returning to University 

Wednesday 30th 
East Crescent  

 

Thank you to all who give 
their time and efforts to 
keeping our premises clean 
and tidy.  Please remember 
to continue to turn off 
lights and lock doors when 
leaving 
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Belonging to GodBelonging to GodBelonging to GodBelonging to God    
 

How good you are, Lord, and how near you are to us – so 
near that we may always talk to you, be comforted by 
you, breathe through you, be enlightened by you, find 
peace in you, and gain spiritual nourishment from you. 
Grant that my fellowship with you may never be polluted 
by malice, pride, envy, greed, gluttony or falsehood. Grant 
that I may belong wholly to you.  
  

By John Sergieff (1829 – 1908)   a Russian priest of hum-
ble family, who became renowned for his prayers which or-
dinary people could use. 
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The Bible: there’s nothing else like it…. 
 
Former Poet Laureate Andrew Motion says it is becoming increasingly 
difficult to teach English Literature because students don’t know the Bi-
ble. Andrew Motion was talking part in a BBC radio interview when he 
said that students had a sketchy understanding of once familiar stories -
- a depressing trend which threatened to leave future generations un-
able to fully understand the works of Milton, Shakespeare or more mod-
ern writers such as TS Eliot. 
 
Literature is one of many aspects of British culture with roots in the Bi-
ble, but Bible reading is more than a cultural exercise. For millions of 
people across the globe, the Bible is the main reference point for life’s 
biggest questions: Who am I? Why am I here? Where am I going? What 
is the purpose of life? How should I live? That’s why many Christians 
make Bible-reading a part of life’s daily routine. It’s as vital as eating and 
drinking. 
 
The Bible is unlike any other book. People who read it find that often the 
words come alive to them. Millions of Christians around the world can 
look back on several key points in their lives when it has been as if God 
is speaking just to them about their immediate circumstances. This 
shouldn’t be surprising. As the Apostle Paul wrote: ‘Every part of Scrip-
ture is God-breathed and useful one way or another—showing us truth, 
exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God's 
way.’ 
 
The commissioning editor of the daily devotional series Day by Day with 
God (BRF), Catherine Butcher, says that she always challenge the con-
tributors to let the Bible speak for itself, so that God can speak into read-
ers’ lives. Wherever possible contributors she wants to use contempo-
rary examples to bring the Bible to life so that readers can root their own 
lives in the Bible’s teaching. 
 
Day by Day with God is written mainly for women by Christian women at 
different stages in life. Some contributors are single women, some are 
mums or grandmothers, some are career women, several are Christian 
leaders or are married to a church leader, some are homemakers, some 
face disability, all draw strength daily from a living relationship with God. 
 
If you would like to receive a free sample of Day by Day with God 01865 
319700 or Email: enquiries@brf.org.uk or visit 
www.daybydaywithgod.net.  
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Church Library 
 

Sharing the Feast: 
Recipes for Evangelism and Discipleship for today’s church 

Anna Robbins 
 
Red pepper soup with parsley pesto?  Or will it be bruschetta 
with red pepper chutney?  On Ready Steady Cook, using a 
combination of store cupboard and shopping bag ingredients, 
two chefs will produce entirely different meals. 
 

In many ways, discipleship and evangelism today is the same.  
The store cupboard holds Christianity’s eternals: creation; fall; 
Jesus and the cross; and the resurrection.  In the shopping 
bag we have today’s fresh ingredients: cultural ideas that 
vary with time and place, from generation to generation. 
 

In this lively and enjoyable book, Anna Robbins shows that 
these different ingredients are the materials out of which, 
given training and a little inspiration, we fashion our recipes 
and menus, to live and share our faith with those around us. 
 
‘Confused and bewildered by contemporary culture? 
Struggling to relate your faith to the world?  Guilty at your 
lack of evangelistic impact? Then, Sharing the Feast is for 
you.’ 
- Russ Rook, Alove 
 
‘Combines cultural insights with a light-touch appeal to 
orthodoxy.  A challenging bite which leaves a good taste in 
your mouth.’ 
- Joel Edwards, Evangelical Alliance 
 

Find this and other great books at the back of the church, if 
you stand on the stage it is far left, just in front of where the 
teas are served! 
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Boys Brigade News 
Where did the last two months go? I can’t believe that it is now 

September and we are starting back for another year. 
 

Where to begin?  Well let’s look back to before the summer holidays.  In 

the last few weeks of the session, we took the boys on a number of 

activities. One of these activities was to return to the archery centre. 

Once again this was a great evening and every one had loads of fun. Of 

course, on the staff’s target there were only bull’s eyes! 
 

We also took the boys to the new snow dome in Hemel Hempstead. This is 

an indoor ski slope with real snow (that’s right, actual snow!!). All the boys 

were given inflatable rings and were given access to the slope to hurl 

themselves down it. It was such a fantastic afternoon. It’s amazing how 

much fun can be had. We had races and there was snow everywhere. Even 

after an hour of sliding down the slow, we were still having fun. At the 

bottom of the slope there was a little jump, which was great fun, but 

ended up with you flying into a big mound of snow – great. 
 

We finished the summer session with our annual game of Danish rounder’s 

& the BBQ of all BBQ’s. All the boys turned up & ate burgers & hot dogs. 
 

At the end of July we took the whole company away on our annual ‘camp’. 

This year we went back to our usual campsite in Bembridge on the Isle of 

Wight.  Our theme for the week was pirates.  Most of the boys turned up 

to the hall on the Saturday morning dressed as pirates. 

It was very funny when 25 pirates boarded the ferry and the captain 

came on the loud speaker “you may have noticed we have been boarded by 

pirates, don’t worry, they are friendly and on their way to BB camp”. 
 

We were very lucky with the weather this year, as the rain seemed to 

miss us. Hot sun most of the week. 
 

The week was crammed full of activities, and food! We went to the beach 

loads and the sea was great. We did lots of activities in the field such as 

Football competition, Wallyball tournaments, large puzzles, slippery pole, 
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Boys Brigade News  cont. 
balloon games, assault course and loads of other things, as well as some off 

site activities.  One of the offsite activities that we did this year was to 

drive dune buggies. There were four buggies that we all took turns to drive 

round a large course. 
 

We also returned to a place called Head Hunters, which is a large out door 

quasar centre. The boys did a foot rally & a coastal race. The coastal race 

was new this year, it saw the tents navigate their way back to camp by 

following the coast. Along the way there were some challenges, e.g. a bike 

course and a river crossing. However the river crossing was not like any 

other we have done before. There were no planks & bits of rope involved! 

Oh no, it involved 3 large dinghies, 4 members off staff and about 10 

minutes for each tent to row across (not to mention the staff who had to 

row the boats back). The boys loved this challenge and it was great fun. 
 

Wednesday was ‘Pirate Wednesday’. Each tent had 2 hours to build their 

very own Pirate raft out of 8 large oil drums, 6 planks, and as much rope as 

possible. As you can imagine, the boys got stuck into this event straight 

away. Each tent thought up a different design and style. After 2 hours of 

hard work, each tent had a raft, which looked like it might float. The test 

would come from actually sailing it in the sea.  What a sight, as we marched 

through the public camp site, all dressed as pirates carrying the rafts 

‘Arrrr’ and ‘ahoy mate’ was all you could hear being shouted. Believe it or 

not, all the rafts floated and stayed afloat with the entire tent sailing on 

it.  The float tests over each tent took it upon themselves to try and sink 

each other rafts. Wednesday was defiantly a great day on the beach. We 

played cricket on the beach and I took some of the younger boys crabbing 

on the rocks. 
 

We all start back to BB the week of September the 14th and are looking 

forward to a packed programme of events. There will be our normal trips 

away in the coming months as well as many competitions.  
 

Finally, if you know anyone with a child aged from 5 - 16 who would be 

interested in joining the boys or girls brigade, please speak to any member 

of brigade staff.  We are all as keen as every to keep the companies alive 

and we want new members to join all the time. 

Andrew Caddies, Company Secretary 
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We decided to take the girls to camp this year and after much 

preparation it was finally time to leave. Here are some accounts from 

both staff and girls of our time spent at GB Camp 2009 in Aulnay, 

France. 

 

The alarm clock sounded at 6:00 a.m.  Oh dear time to get up and load 

the final bits on the minibus. This all done the journey began. I had to 

collect Sue, Emily and Lynda before meeting the other eager girls and 

joyful parents waiting at the Church. Next stop Portsmouth to board our 

ferry to Le Harve.  Lynda and I took the opportunity to get forty winks 

in preparation for the long drive ahead to Chateau Cook.  The rest of the 

party spent time sun bathing on the top deck, completing puzzles and 

shopping. There was ample opportunity for photo shots as we went into 

the harbour. The ferry was soon unloaded and the final part of the 

journey began and went on and on and on. We stopped several times to 

change drivers and have comfort breaks.  EVENTUALLY we arrived. The 

girls carried their bags upstairs and fell into bed. The staff unpacked 

the essential equipment and collapsed in a heap onto their own beds. 

 

Tuesday was ‘catching up on sleep’ day and a chance to explore the quaint 

little village surrounding Lynda’s house by way of a foot rally courtesy of 

Mr Hall. This was followed by craft and devotions and then an early night 

(well sort of) ready for the week ahead. 

 

On Wednesday we visited the local town of St Jean and experienced the 

market that was there. We were able to go into the abbey and look at 

breath-taking views that surrounded us.  In the afternoon we had lined 

up an hour of Kayaking for the girls and some delicious ice cream for the 

staff.  Pat took the opportunity to capture the day in water colour. We 

finished the day by taking a swim in the lovely pool at Lynda’s house once 

it had been cleaned by our friend Frank the robot. 

 

On Thursday we went to Futuroscope.   We waited in the first queue for 

Girls Brigade News 
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about 2 minutes and got on the ride and went round and round taking 

pictures. Next we went through a mirror ride where we had these funny 

glasses to wear. We had to look up and we saw pictures and where we 

were stepping on the material it felt like we were stepping in the 

pictures.  Next we watched a 4D video about air and sea including whales 

which I found quite boring though some of the others disagreed. Next we 

went on a roly poly ride. We kept going backwards and forwards and 

upside down. Then we went on the zip wire.  Next was our first simulation 

ride which Harriet chose and it was a car chase. Then we went on the 

squirty boats that Chris was desperate to go on.  And guess what she got 

absolutely soaked. I was squirting her so much.  Next we went on a 

peddle bike and Sue was doing all the hard work, I was telling her to go 

faster. The next simulation ride was really funny. There was a tree that 

kept sneezing. Half way through just before we got to the Formula 1 race 

it broke down. It was very funny and we all got tickets to go back when it 

was fixed, so we did and it was worth it. Lastly we went to a laser and 

firework show which was the best part of the whole day. 
 

On Friday the troop visited the nearby beach and La Rochelle Port in the 

evening.  Ellie, Bethan and Louise went for a paddle in the crystal clear 

sea with Carol and Sue. They all got absolutely soaked. We then had tea 

whilst watching enthusiastic wind surfers bound over the shining Atlantic 

Ocean.  After ensuring absolutely everything was covered in sand, we 

drove on to the bustling port of La Rochelle to watch the evening 

entertainment along the main road (which was closed off). As we engaged 

ourselves going from shop to shop we also tried to find suitable 

accessories for girlifying the BB minibus, which I do not deny was my 

idea because it was a very excellent one.  Along the port there were 

dancers, human statues, musicians, contortionists and pavement artists 

all scattered in between market stalls ad surrounded by tourists and 

locals.  Everyone was really worn out by the time we got back and we all 

had hot chocolate and went straight to bed ... well sort of. 

Saturday was a lazy day ... We were all so tired we probably would have 

collapsed or exploded if we didn’t. We woke up about 10ish and had 

bacon, eggs and beans freshly prepared by Chris who was our cook for 

Girls Brigade News  cont. 
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the week. The food was lovely as usual and the dinner table discussions 

were about feet or something eww.  I can’t really remember.  We had 

arts and crafts and did crosses and made lovely things. All day we were in 

and out of the pool and we found a baby lizard trying to swim!!  We saved 

it though and called it Alfred (because certain people have obsessions 

with naming things).  This was also the day we decided to attack the BB 

minibus; we tried the shops but decorations were few and far between 

but we still managed to make our mark on it anyway.  Well we had to do 

something to get them back for leaving a dead bird in the grill of the 

minibus. Thanks for that. For devotions we made amazing candles and 

studied Jesus who said that he is the ‘Light of the World’. The day ended 

with a midnight swim in the pool under the moonlight.  It was really nice. 

But the best part of the day was the hot chocolate before bedtime. 
 

On Sunday we went to a donkey stud where they breed Donkeys.  We 

went for a little walk through the woods for a picnic with Radjar, the 

Donkey. He was so calm and patient whilst we ate our lunch. We then had 

a tour around the farm where we met a few more of the donkeys and got 

to stroke the babies. Louise managed to find a souvenir to bring home. It 

was a piece of hair that had fallen of the hairiest donkey I have ever 

seen. She is known as the ‘Rasta Queen’ amongst the tour guides at the 

sanctuary. To finish our visit we were to go on a ride on the horse and 

cart we met the vet’s dog, Duke who liked to chase Moutte (which means 

Seagull in French), the farm’s cat. We played with Duke for about 20 

minutes and then went on a ride in a cart pulled by Lenige, a cart horse. 
 

Sadly it was time to depart the lovely house that we had known as home 

for the past eight days but everyone was looking forward to being 

reunited with their loved ones again. So at 10:00 a.m. Monday morning,  

after the minibus had been packed (thanks John) and we had thanked 

Lynda and John for putting us up for a week, we were finally on our way 

back to England via Boulogne this time (never mind Lynda maybe we can 

go for a month next year)!  We had another long journey ahead of us and 

were met with beaming smiles and hugs from family as we finally arrived, 

absolutely exhausted, outside the church at 1:20 a.m. Tuesday morning. 
 

Charlotte McBride, Captain 
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Crossword 
Across 
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained — by 
faith into this grace’    (Romans 5:2) (6) 
4  Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) 
(6) 
8  The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5) 
9  Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) 
(7) 
10 Belgium’s chief port (7) 
11 Where John was baptizing ‘because 
there was plenty of water’ (John 3:23) (5) 
12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9) 
17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 
1:13) (5) 
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7) 
21 ‘Your will be done — — as it is in 
heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5) 
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) 
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 
24 ‘Out of the -I cry to you, O 
Lord’ (Psalm130:1) (6) 

Down 
1  Popular Christian author and 
humorist, — Plass (6) 
2  Transparent ice-like mineral 
(Revelation 4:6) (7) 
3  Method of compelling surrender 
by surrounding target of attack   (2 
Chronicles 32:1) (5) 
5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4) 
6  Lonny (anag.) (5) 
7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6) 
9  Husband of Deborah, the 
prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9) 
13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) 
(7) 
14 What Christ threatened to do to 
the lukewarm church in Laodicea 
   (Revelation 3:16) (4,3) 
15 ‘Simon Peter climbed aboard 
and dragged the net — ’ (John 
21:11) (6) 

16 His response to 
Jesus’ decision to 
return to Judea 
was ‘Let us also   
go, that we may 
die with him  (John 
11:16) (6) 
18 ‘There will be 
weeping and 
gnashing of — 
’ (Matthew 8:12) 
(5) 
20 Walkway be-
tween rows of 
pews in a church 
(5) 
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BHPBHPBHPBHP    URCURCURCURC    

 

Sunday   10:30am Worship with groups for children and 

young people (Communion 1st Sunday in 

the month) 

   6:00pm Bible study (1st Sunday in the month) 

     

Monday   7:30pm Boys' Brigade (Company Section) 

  8:00pm Book Club (1st Monday in the month) 

 

Wednesday 6:15pm Girls' Brigade 

 

Friday  9:15am Prayers in the Lounge 

  10:15am Baby & Toddler Group 

    6:00pm Boys' Brigade (Anchor Boys and Junior 

Section) 

 

Saturday  9:00am  Prayer Breakfast (1st  Saturday in the   

      month)  


