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Serving EldersServing EldersServing EldersServing Elders    
(with areas of special responsibility) 

 

 

Andrew Caddies   020 8363 0844 

 

Lynda Cook    020 8360 5112 

 

Mar�n Hamblin (Treasurer) 020 8363 0974 

 

Sylvia Page (Secretary)  020 8366 7481 

 

Where  an Elder is listed with special responsibility for an area, 

please contact them first if your ques�on relates to that area. 

The Bush Hill Park URC Newsle�er is published monthly on the last Sunday of the 

month.  Please note that the views expressed in this newsle�er are not 

necessarily the views of the whole fellowship or representa#ve of church policy. 

Have you seen the news on the Church Internet site?  Check it out at 

www.bhpurc.org.uk/news.htm 

 

Next Newsle	er 

The next edi�on of the newsle=er will be published on Sunday 23rd 

February. All material for inclusion should be placed in the folder in the 

church lounge (or e-mailed to newsle	er@bhpurc.org.uk) by Sunday 9th 

February. 

 

Please note that late contribu�ons may be held over. 

Editor: Lisa Hamblin, 130 Clive Road, Enfield EN1 1RF 



3 Epiphany tends to be overlooked in the 

protestant church as a day of special 

significance. For the majority in our country, it 

is the day we have to take down the 

decora�ons, 12th night. It marks the end of 

the twelve days of Christmas. For us in the 

west, it signifies the revela�on of Jesus to the 

gen�le world through the visit of the magi, 

(Ma=hew 2:1-12). We tend to include the visit 

in our Christmas readings, which is why I 

always thought they followed shepherds in 

the visit to the stable and also because this is 

the way it happens in most of our na�vity 

plays. Ma=hew’s gospel gives us a clue in 

recording the murder of the young children, 

“Then Herod, when he saw that he 

was deceived by the wise men, was 

exceedingly angry; and he sent forth 

and put to death all the male 

children who were in Bethlehem 

and in all its districts, from two 

years old and under, according to 

the #me which he had determined 

from the wise men, Ma�hew 2:16.  

 

I had not intended to contribute to 

the February newsle=er, but it does 

give Lisa a bit more �me. Looking 

back over December, it was 

certainly an interes�ng month. The 

various highlights for me were the 

carol service with the church nearly 

full. Thanks to the youngsters for 

reading and praying and to the 

band including the ‘not so young’ 

and Julia for accompanying the 

singing. Unfortunately some of the 

duff notes were mine. I am a bit out 

of prac�ce. Our Christmas 

communion was well a=ended. This 

will always be a special celebra�on 

for me. No gli=er or �nsel or 

presents. Our real worship of the 

Son of God born to us. Then, as 

promised, the sermon on Angles. 

Preparing worship is always a bit of 

journey. You know where it is going 

to start and when it will end. It is 

the bit in the middle that is 

some�mes a bit of a mystery. I 

started by looking at the nearly two 

hundred references to Angels in the 

bible. I chose a selec�on of 

narra�ves that I thought 

represented the different aspects of 

their interac�on with humankind. I 

was also mindful that there is some 

significant theological wri�ng on 
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this subject. This is partly why the 

sermon ended up in several bits. 

Choosing the hymns was not easy 

as, without realising it, there are 

quite a few, and they are not all 

about Christmas. I don’t think the 

service was recorded, however, I do 

have my sermon notes with the 

readings if anyone would like a 

copy. Unfortunately I never manage 

to actually preach it exactly as it is 

wri=en. I was also pleased to see 

many friends who were at my 

ordina�on including the Hamblin 

family. David, as always, with a few 

words appropriate for the occasion, 

punctuated with Isaac’s well �med 

interven�ons. We wish David and 

Ruth much blessing in their new 

home and in David’s re�rement. 

 

Thank you for giH. Viv and I will 

certainly enjoy a few luxury days 

away. 

 

Christmas reminds us how God 

called ordinary people and how 

they served Him in a special way. 

I’m thinking par�cularly about 

Mary, Zechariah and Simeon and 

their responses that we read in 

Luke’s Gospel. I remembered this 

prayer on a visit to Simon and 

Chichester Cathedral. 

 

 

Thanks be to Thee, 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

For all the benefits 

which thou hast won for us, 

for all the pains and insults 

which thou hast borne for us. 

O merciful Redeemer, 

Friend and Brother, 

may we know thee more clearly, 

love thee more dearly, 

and follow thee more nearly, 

Day by day. 

 

Richard of Chichester who died in 

1253 wrote this prayer. He was 

born into a farming family. He 

worked on the farm. His family 

were not wealthy and Richard 

wanted to study. He was so poor 

that he and two friends shared a 

college gown and took it in turn to 

a=end lectures. Richard was 

appointed Bishop of Chichester, but 

because of his poli�cal views, 

received none of the material 

benefits of a Bishop. He wore 

simple clothes, and gave most of his 

money to the poor. He was 

described as a model ‘diocesan 

bishop’. I hope you will remember 

this prayer in the days to come as 

you seek to serve God and call a 

new minister.  



5 Smile Lines 
 

What NOT to give her for Valentine’s Day: 

 

1. A box of chocolates, clumsily rearranged, because you ate all the 

caramel ones. 

 

2. Lingerie that you think will look almost as good on her as on the 

model. 

 

3. Any clothing item with the words ‘push-up’ or ‘slim-down’ on the 

label. 

 

4. Any food item with the words ‘diet’, ‘light’, or ‘high fibre’ on the 

label. 

 

5. Any video starring Sylvester Stallone, Jim Carrey, or Angelina 

Jolie. 

 

6. Flowers from a hospital's gift shop. 

 

7. Anything you ever gave another woman, including your mother. 

 

8. Any household appliance or power tool. 

 

9. A gift certificate. 

 

10. Cash. 
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Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News  

Fair Trade Fortnight goes bananas.... 
 

Fair Trade Fortnight this year (24 Feb – 9 Mar) will see the launch of a new 

campaign to increase the sales of Fair Trade bananas. Although more than 

1.2 billion Fairtrade bananas are now sold in the UK each year, that is s�ll 

only one in three of the bananas sold. 

 

So ‘Abolish the Unfair Banana’  

ams to carry on transforming the  

banana industry, in order to ensure  

that those at the sharp end of the  

supply chain – the millions of struggling  

banana farmers – get a fair deal.  

 

The campaign is the next part of Fair Trade’s  

three year ini�a�ve to Make Food Fair. 

 

Christmas Appeal 
£500 was sent to Water Aid’s big pipe project from the December dona�ons 

- thank you to everyone who filled bo=les and made dona�ons.  For more 

details on the project go to www.bigpipeproject.wateraid.org. 

 

Church Hea�ng 
The church hea�ng has been replaced  aHer it was condemned in December 

so we look forward to warmer services than we’ve had in January!  If anyone 

would like to contribute to the costs of replacing the heaters you can do so 

by puOng a building fund envelope in the church offertory or online at 

give.net/bhpurc.  Thanks to the Chinese Church who have already made a 

dona�on towards the costs. 



7 Good deed of the day becomes a thing of the past 
 

When did you last do someone a good turn? Probably not today – or yester-

day, or the day before that.... it seems that nine in 10 of us admit that we 

regularly go through a day without performing an act of kindness towards 

anyone. In fact, almost a quarter of the popula�on admit they could not 

even remember the last �me they went out of their way to help someone. A 

third of us say that we never even consider helping an older person. 

 

The survey, by the charity Friends of the Elderly, aims to persuade people to 

perform acts of kindness that they might never have considered before, for 

older people in par�cular. Certainly Chris�ans are called upon to show com-

passion. As St Paul wrote to the Thessalonians: ‘Now concerning brotherly 

love, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have 

been taught by God to love one another....’ 1 Thess. 4:9 



8 
Adjus�ng to change 

 

‘As the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become more and more 

like him….’ 2 Corinthians 3.18 

 

We all warm to the idea of perfec�ng our characters; what we hate is 

the process. In the mean�me, we form habits, and then our habits form 

us, and it is hard to change. Yet without change, there is no growth. But 

if you have the right aOtude, every change (whether posi�ve or 

nega�ve), will be a growing experience. It’s up to you! 

 

Consider this: trees need more than one season to produce fruit. Rainy 

seasons are growing seasons too, and they always come before harvest. 

You don’t have to like the rain, you just have to understand its purpose. 

 

The Bible says that Chris�ans are being changed into Christ’s likeness. (2 

Corinthians 3.18) But to be like Jesus, you have to follow wherever he 

leads. That means following him through the wilderness of tempta�on, 

the complete surrender of your will to God and finally, to the place of 

crucifixion. There’s no other way! To walk with him means you’ll be in a 

different place tomorrow than you are today. The ques�on is: are you 

willing to follow him all the way? Take a moment and consider your 

answer, for it will determine your des�ny. 

 

Adapted from UCB The Word for Today daily notes free from 01782 

642000. 
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DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary        
FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    
    
See also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activities    
The diary is also online at www.bhpurc.org.uk/calendar 

Sun 2nd 10:30am Communion with Chris Hall 

Tues 4th 7:30pm Elders Mee�ng 

 

Sun 9th 10:30am 

5:30pm 

Parade with Bob Taylor 

Second Sunday Study 

Sun 16th 10:30am Morning Worship with Lynda Cook 

Sun 23rd 10:30am Morning Worship with Mar�n Wells 

Mon 10th 8:00pm Book Club 

Mon 17th from 1pm NHS Blood dona�ons in the hall 

Next newsletter deadline  
Sunday 9th February 
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PRAYER PLAN  
 FEBRUARY 2014 

Follow God’s example, therefore,  

as dearly loved children  

and walk in the way of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us  

as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  

Ephesians 5:1-2 

Saturday 1st 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 2nd 
Thanks for all the benefits we 

enjoy living in England  

 

Monday 3rd 
Alison, Ma=hew & Anthony 

Wi=er 

Tuesday 4th 
Those suffering from motor 

neurons disease and the chari-

�es who seek to find a cure  

Wednesday 5th 
Lincoln Crescent  

Thursday 6th 
Staff and pupils at Kingsmead 

School  

Friday 7th 
Karam, our sponsored child in 

Bethlehem  

Saturday 8th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 9th 
Thanks for those who faithfully 

a=end our church services 

week by week  

 

Monday 10th 
Doreen Bamberger 

Tuesday 11th 
Those in gangs and the chari-

�es who seek to educate young 

people about the fu�lity of vio-

lence in our streets  
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Wednesday 12th 
Lincoln Road  

Thursday 13th 
Staff and pupils at Oasis Acade-

my Hadley  

Friday 14th 
For the future of our church 

and fellowship  

Saturday 15th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 16th 
Thanks for the joy of marriage 

 

Monday 17th 
Terry Blowfield 

Tuesday 18th 
Those without clean drinking 

water and the chari�es that 

seek to bring clean water and 

sanita�on to everyone  

Wednesday 19th 
Leighton Road  

Thursday 20th 
Staff and pupils at Bishops 

Stopford’s School  

Friday 21st 
Ruth, our sponsored child in 

Zambia  

Saturday 22nd 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 23rd 
Be joyful in hope and faithful in 

prayer giving thanks to God for 

his blessings  

 

Monday 24th 
Jane, Howard, Harriet & Tom 

Brown 

Tuesday 25th 
Those suffering from addic�on, 

their families and the chari�es 

that help them break free  

Wednesday 26th 
Main Avenue  

Thursday 27th 
Staff and pupils at Latymer 

School  

Friday 28th 
Child carers and the chari�es 

who help with support and en-

joyable events  



12 Book Club 
 

The Last Runaway by Tracy Chevalier 
 

A very enjoyable read taking you into the 1850s 

from Dorset to the USA with a Quaker girl stepping 

out into an unknown future accompanying her 

sister to a marriage.  Mainly set in Ohio it takes you 

into quilt making and the somewhat strange dowry 

aspect of this, possibly dying, art; bonnet making 

and farming in the new territory being pushed into 

the more central parts of the USA/Canadian 

border. Honor experiences, first hand, encounters 

with runaway slaves, has to ba=le with her 

conscience about the slave trade and make 

decisions unthought-of in her previously quiet English Quaker existence.  The 

characters are interes�ng and we especially liked Belle the hat maker.   

 

Sylvia Page 

 

The Righteous Men by Sam Bourne 
 

The story covers a series of murders across the 

world – New York, India and South Africa.  

 

Budding reporter Will Monroe "stumbles" 

across a couple of murders which he thinks 

may somehow be connected – and then his 

wife Beth is kidnapped. The kidnappers will not 

say who they are or why they have taken her, 

but have confirmed it is not for ransom 

money. They make it clear that they will do 

whatever it takes to achieve their aim.  

 

Desperate to find his wife, Will follows a trail 

which gives an insight into the Hassidic 

community across the world and a mysterious 



13 Chris�an cult. Will receives coded clues by text from an unknown friend to 

help him unravel ancient prophecies and riddles that are buried deep in the 

bible and �me is against him – more people are being killed as each day goes 

by. Will realises that not only is �me running out for him to save Beth, but 

also to save the whole of mankind. 

 

This is Sam Bourne's first novel and the style of wri�ng is different from his 

later books – we found it a li=le plodding at �mes. We couldn't easily 

connect to the main character but, nonetheless, found it an interes�ng read 

- it is an apocalyp�c tale which the writer later 

tells us is not all based on his imagina�on… 

 

Anyone who liked the Da Vinci Code should 

enjoy this book. 

 

The next book is "In the land of the Long 

White Cloud" by Sarah Lark and D.W. Love=  

 

Yvonne Coe 

Educa�on Sunday – 16 February 
 

Do you pray for our local schools – the teachers and students alike? If not, 

here is a good �me to start: on Educa�on Sunday, which is always held on 

the ninth Sunday before Easter. 

 

Educa�on Sunday began more than 100 years ago as a na�onal day of prayer 

and celebra�on for everyone involved in educa�on. Today, our prayers are 

needed every bit as much as ever, as teachers and students alike face ever 

increasing demands upon them. 

 

Educa�on Sunday this year will look at the theme of ‘Going Above and Be-

yond’, and will be based on Ma=hew 5.21-37.  



14 TEEN MEETS GOD: Jacob’s story 
 

I was bullied in my first year of secondary school. I was one of only a handful 

of Chris�ans who were open about their faith; my morals and general perso-

na singled me out from the crowd and eventually led to the bullying. It start-

ed as daily ‘put downs’, and then physical violence from a small group, but at 

its worst progressed to pages on social network sites aimed at targe�ng me, 

which many of my peers joined. Like so many young people, I was experienc-

ing what they call ‘cyber-bullying’. 
 

This was an extremely tough �me for me, and I began to ques�on whether 

the faith I was standing up for was worth all of the abuse it was causing. 

Looking back though, I see just how much God was working in my life. I got 

the opportunity at that �me to learn the guitar, which eventually led to me 

wri�ng my first song ‘I’m Me’. Wri�ng allowed me to express what I was 

feeling, and helped me to convince myself that God was s�ll there and worth 

figh�ng for! 
 

I quickly began to realise that the easiest way to write songs was to use my 

own experiences. I had gone through some tough �mes; I began to reflect on 

how my Dad had leH when I was seven and wrote several songs on how it 

felt, and how God helped me and my family pull through and turn over to a 

much happier chapter in our lives! This theme of personal experience can be 

seen throughout my wri�ng and as I grow in my rela�onship with Jesus I be-

lieve the understanding and depth is reflected in my songs. 
 

I’m now working on a second album of songs. Up un�l this point I’ve always 

wanted to become a doctor, but recently I’ve really felt called to con�nue 

with my music and combine it with a greater emphasis on evangelism. I 

guess I’ve always had a passion to save lives in one way or another, but I 

think that God is direc�ng my path in a very clear way. 
 

Jacob is 17 and lives in the Midlands. Visit his website: 

www.jacoblloydmusic.com 
 

Jacob made a decision to follow Jesus. He prayed, asking God to forgive him 

for the things he does wrong, and then he promised to live God’s way. To 

find out more about the Chris�an faith, visit h=p://www.lookingforgod.com. 
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Boys’ Brigade News 
We have now started back into the New Year, but firstly I must tell you 

about the end of last year. We ended our winter session with our tradi�onal 

carolling nights, throughout the streets of Bush Hill Park. No doubt, if you 

live in Bush Hill Park, one of our boys came knocking on your door with a 

collec�on box and the sound of carols could be herd driHing through the 

streets. We collected over four nights, and had a very experienced band 

made up of some very old boys, Mr Cu=s, being one of them. On the forth 

night, some members of the Enfield Brass Band came and joined us which 

sounded fantas�c.  I would like to thank all the boys and staff for their help 

on the nights and also a thank you to the generosity of the people of Bush 

Hill Park. 
 

We have started back with new badge class for the boys. Half term has quite 

a musical team. The year 9 lads are star�ng a music project, with the goal of 

playing at the company supper. They are working on 3 songs at the moment.  
 

Mr Ward is teaching our youngest lads how to play brass instruments. We 

are hoping that if the boys take to it, they will be able to start coming along 

to band prac�ce on a Monday. All the boys seem to be really enjoying the 

lessons. We hope they will take their prac�ce instrument home and 

entertain their parents and neighbours with what they have learnt. 
 

As well as a regular games session, all the lads are prac�sing for the PR 

Games compe��on which takes place in February. The PR games consist of 

10 different physical ac�vate, to be undertaken in 2 minutes for each 

ac�vity.  The lads are also prac�sing for the Drill compe��on and have a 10 

minute drill session every week.   In two weeks �me we have the badminton 

compe��on, which we are going to enter three teams in. A week later we 

have the swimming gala, which we hope to enter a team in. 
 

At the start of the February half term we will be holding our annual Company 

Supper. This is where all the current staff and company sec�on members, 

plus invited old boys, all meet up for a 3 course meal and some 

entertainment. I will give a full report on the evening in the next newsle=er. 

Andrew Caddies  
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Girls’ Brigade News 
I would like to start by saying a big thank you to everyone who came 

and contributed to the Quiz that we held in November. The girls did a 

fantastic job hosting the evening and managed to carry on even when 

things went a bit wrong with the technology. I would also like to thank 

Alan for coming to the rescue and getting us back ‘online’ when we had 

a blown fuse during the interval. Including the cake sale we managed 

to raise £146.44 which we have put into the camp fund and has 

allowed us to reduce the cost of camp for the girls by a little bit, but 

as they say, ‘every little helps’. 

 

We started back on Wednesday 11th January and for this half of the 

term the Explorers are n:vestigating their favourite things and 

learning how we can appreciate the things that we have and thanking 

God for allowing us to have them in the first place. The Juniors are 

finishing off the badge that they were working on before we broke 

for Christmas and will be starting a new adventure in the coming 

weeks. The Seniors and Brigaders are planning camp this year. 

Learning how to manage budgets, organising the menu for the week 

and deciding what activities we can do. This will be part of their badge 

work for this year. 

 

After Half Term our two Young Leaders, Chloe Hanson and Alyssia 

Jones, will be leading the Explorers in their next badge and will have 

to plan and organise the activities each week whilst being observed in 

order to gain their Foundation Young Leaders qualification. If they 

successfully pass they will be presented with these at the District 

Parade in May. 

 

I would also like to update on recent changes in Girls’ Brigade. Belinda 

Plunkett decided to step down as Commissioner for our District 

(London North). Our Deputy Commissioner, Jill Lawrence, also decided 

to retire from her position which meant we needed two people from 
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the District to fill these positions. At our AGM in November, I 

volunteered and was subsequently voted in as Deputy Commissioner. 

It has been decided that until we can appoint someone as 

Commissioner, I will undertake some duties and will be supported by 

other Officers in the District.  

 

Martin Legg was also appointed District Chaplain which means that 

for the next two years we will be hosting our Annual District Parade. 

This year it will be held on Sunday 12th May so if we don’t see Martin 

before, we definitely will on that day. 

 

Charlotte McBride 



18 Wordsearch 

February opens with Candlemas – the naming of Jesus in the temple.  

Simeon and Anna praised God to see the promised Messiah, sent by a loving 

God to save his people.   February also celebrates the love between men and 

women:  Valen�ne cards and wedding fayres abound.   ‘Love’ as in social 

compassion is also remembered:   Fair Trade fortnight,  Holocaust Memorial 

Day, World Leprosy Day, Educa�on Sunday and Na�onal Nest Box Week.... 

Love is truly needed by everyone! 

 

naming  christ  candlemas  simeon anna 

temple love  valen�ne  romance ma=hias 

fairtrade  fortnight coffee   bananas chocolate 

jus�ce poverty nest box  marriage wedding 

holocaust  leprosy  educa�on   sunday 
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BHPBHPBHPBHP    URCURCURCURC    
Monday 6.15pm    Boys' Brigade Junior Sec�on 
 

  7:30pm Boys' Brigade (Company Sec�on) 
 

 8:00pm Book Club (1st or 2nd Monday) 

 

Tuesday 8:00pm Housegroup (2nd & 4th Tuesday) 

 

Wednesday  6:15pm Girls' Brigade Explorers & Juniors 
 

 7:40pm Girls' Brigade Seniors & Brigaders 

 

Thursday  7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Company Sec�on circuit training 

(when advised) 

 

Friday 9:30am Prayers in the Junior Room 
 

 10:00am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

   6:00pm Boys' Brigade Anchor Boys 

 

   7:30pm TwS@bhpurc 

 

Sunday  10:30am Worship with groups for children and young 

people (Communion 1st Sunday) 
 

   12:15pm Arts and craHs for all ages (4th Sunday) 
 

   5:30pm Second Sunday Study (2nd Sunday) 


