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Serving EldersServing EldersServing EldersServing Elders    
(with areas of special responsibility) 

 

 

Andrew Caddies   020 8363 0844 

 

Lynda Cook    020 8360 5112 

 

Mar7n Hamblin (Treasurer) 020 8363 0974 

 

Sylvia Page (Secretary)  020 8366 7481 

 

Where  an Elder is listed with special responsibility for an area, 

please contact them first if your ques7on relates to that area. 

The Bush Hill Park URC Newsle�er is published monthly on the last Sunday of the 

month.  Please note that the views expressed in this newsle�er are not 

necessarily the views of the whole fellowship or representa#ve of church policy. 

Have you seen the news on the Church Internet site?  Check it out at 

www.bhpurc.org.uk/news.htm 

 

Next Newsle	er 

The next edi7on of the newsle=er will be published on Sunday 27th April. 

All material for inclusion should be placed in the folder in the church 

lounge (or e-mailed to newsle	er@bhpurc.org.uk) by Sunday 13th April. 

 

Please note that late contribu ons may be held over. 

Editor: Lisa Hamblin, 130 Clive Road, Enfield EN1 1RF 



3 A few months ago I visited an exhibi7on and seminar at the 

School of Oriental and African Studies called ‘The life and aAerlife of 

David Livingstone’. The 7tle referred both to the documentary evidence 

of Livingstone’s life, and to the reputa7on and mythology which 

surrounded him aAer his death.  Livingstone’s influence was widespread 

as a missionary, explorer, passionate aboli7onist of the slave trade and a 

protector of the rights of Africans against the incursion of European 

se=lers. Despite the failure of the government-backed Zambesi 

expedi7on which he led into the 

uncharted interior, it yielded 

important scien7fic data which 

was used in future research into 

malaria and other tropical 

diseases.  Livingstone can 

therefore be seen from several 

points of view as a pioneer, 

despite those who think his 

reputa7on was tarnished by the 

subsequent excesses of colonial 

expansion in Africa.  
 

One of the exhibits on view, a 

hand-drawn sketch map of 

Barotseland and the Zambesi 

River, was drawn almost 

exclusively from informa7on 

which Livingstone gathered from 

indigenous peoples (eye 

witnesses).  The journey of this 

map is an extraordinary story in 

itself. On its comple7on in 1851, 

Livingstone sent it by messenger 

to his brother-in-law, Robert 

Moffat, reques7ng that it be 

forwarded to the directors of the 

London Missionary Society (LMS) 

in London. Moffat’s son, Robert, 

copied the map and, later, 

Livingstone presented the original 

to the Revd William Thompson, 

an agent of the LMS, who in turn 

leA it to his son, Ralph Wardlaw 

Thompson, who became the 

Foreign Secretary of the LMS from 

1880 to 1914.   Wardlaw 

Thompson had the map displayed 

in Livingstone House, 

headquarters of the LMS in 

London un7l it was destroyed by 

enemy ac7on during the Blitz in 

the Second World War. The 

remains of the map were 

recovered from the ruins and the 

fragments were carefully pieced 

together despite it being seriously 

damaged and some pieces lost. 
 

In November 1955, the par7ally-

reconstructed map was presented 

on permanent loan to the ac7ng 
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Prime Minister of the (then) 

Federa7on of Rhodesia and 

Nyasaland, Sir Roy Welensky. AAer 

the Federa7on was dissolved in 

1964, the map was returned to 

London where it is now kept in the 

archives of SOAS on permanent 

loan from the Council for World 

Mission. 
 

The convoluted story of a map’s 

progress over 160 years is nothing 

compared to the way in which the 

gospel and other biblical texts have 

come down to us. Beginning with 

eye witnesses, altered in 

transmission by word of mouth, 

hand wri=en, copied, translated, 

printed, preached, bits lost, 

fragments pieced together, 

studied, at each stage people have 

been inspired, converted and 

changed as they have seen its 

importance for their own lives. 
 

This month we shall recall the 

sombre events of Holy Week when 

Jesus suffered and died, followed 

by the unexpected result of Easter. 

As we do so, we might spare a 

thought for the way these events 

have been transmi=ed to us - not 

only in a ba=ered or altered 

wri=en text - but through the 

witness of many people from the 

first day, through a long and 

complicated history, un7l now.  
 

Just as Livingstone’s map today is a 

ba=ered and pieced- together 

version of the original, so the good 

news is not only the story of the 

first events of Jesus’ death and 

resurrec7on, but of lives 

transformed, and its fresh 

challenges to us in our own day.  

Jesus’s resurrected body is not 

some ‘remade’ version of life as if 

the past had never been, but 

contains the marks of the nails and 

the wounds of his suffering.  The 

message of Easter is that both the 

richness and the depths of human 

experience are raised and 

proclaimed as good news because 

God has the power to give life and 

to reconcile the unreconciled. May 

we trust that this is true, and that 

all the things which threaten to 

defeat us have deep within them 

the seeds of transforma7on for 

our eternal good and for the good 

of God’s whole Crea7on.  
 

God bless you 

 

Ray  
 

The Revd Ray Adams  



5 Smile Lines 
Horse 
A minister trained his horse to go when he said: ‘Praise the Lord’, 

and to stop when he said; ‘Amen’. One day he was out for a gallop 

when he saw a deep gorge ahead. He kept shouting ‘Amen!’, and fi-

nally the horse stopped. The minister was so relieved that he 

looked up to heaven and said a heartfelt: “Praise the Lord!” 

 

Pearls 
Two older women, Coleen and Melinda, who were bitter rivals at 

their golf club. 
 

"My dear," said Melinda, "Can you possibly be wearing real pearls?" 

Coleen frostily assured her that they were. "Of course the only 

way I could tell for sure, would be for me to bite them," smiled 

Melinda. 
 

Coleen responded, "Yes, but for that you would need real teeth."  
 

A Day for Atheists? 
An atheist complained to a Christian friend, "Christians have 

Christmas and Easter; and Jews have Passover and Yom Kippur; 

Muslims have Ramadan. EVERY religion has its holidays. But we 

atheists," he said, "have no recognized holidays. It's an unfair dis-

crimination, and all just because we say there is no God." 
 

"Nonsense!” his friend replied, "You’ve had a special day in your 

honour for years. We call it April first.” 

 

Cow 
What do you get if you cross a cow with a crystal ball? 
 

A message from the udder side. 
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Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News  

Next newsletter deadline  
Sunday 13th April 

Ancient tradi on of daily prayer available in new app 
The Church of England has recently released its newest free app, to enable 

people to pray with the aid of their smartphone and tablets. Daily Prayer (a 

new app for iPhone/iPad) allows you to follow the daily pa=ern of morning, 

evening and night prayer in the words of the Anglican liturgy, as part of the 

rhythm of prayer followed by Chris7ans across the globe. 
 

Using text from both Common Worship and the Book of Common Prayer, the 

app provides an easy to use plaKorm for accessing the Church of England’s 

Daily Prayer website, which has more than 600,000 views each year. The app 

offers text for every day of the year, with the ability to select between 

tradi7onal and contemporary language. 

 

 

Sharing Jesus across London 
The major, mul7-church mission to London, Crossing London, con7nues with 

the Sharing Jesus Training Courses at nearly 50 venues across London and 

the Home Coun7es. The course is suitable for everyone and especially for 

those who want to share their faith with non-Chris7an family members, and 

friends, and who find it hard to start conversa7ons about Jesus and the 

difference He makes in their lives. If you, or someone you know, would 

benefit from this course please visit: www.crossinglondon.co.uk/sharingjesus 
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Palm Sunday 
13th April at 10:30am 
Communion Worship 
with Rev Martin Legg 
 

 

Maundy 

Thursday  
17th April at 8:00pm 
Tenebrae Worship 
with Revd Martin Hamblin 
 
 

Good Friday 
18th April at 10:00am 
All Age Worship at the Methodist  
Church, Wellington Road 
Our Church will be open from 9:30am - 11:30am for  
those wishing to stop for quiet prayer and reflection  
on this day. 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
20th April at 10:30am 
All Age Easter Celebration 
with Paul Ashitey 



8 Why we should be like donkeys 
 

Are you a pet-lover? Many people own a dog, a cat or a budgie, but most of 

us don’t own a donkey! Yet in Bible 7mes, donkeys were essen7al to daily 

life. They did everything from helping to grind corn, to ploughing, to carrying 

people, to transpor7ng their belongings. Despite their small frame, donkeys 

are surprisingly tough. They are content with poor fodder like thistles, and 

can travel an average of 20 miles a day. 

 

There are two occasions in the Chris7an calendar where donkeys walk into 

the picture. At Christmas, Mary travelled the 100 miles from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem on a donkey. And although a donkey doesn’t get a specific men-

7on in the manger story, that same one that transported her was probably 

there; where else would it have been? 

 

On Palm Sunday Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey. Jesus deliber-

ately chose this animal rather than a horse. Why? In Bible 7mes, the horse 

was associated with war, conquest and worldly might. But the donkey was a 

symbol of peace and humility. Jesus used this animal to show that he had 

come with the dignity of the king of peace. His entry into the Holy City also 

fulfilled Zechariah’s prophecy concerning the Messiah. 

 

Donkeys are hardworking and undemanding. They wait for their master to 

put them to the work he has cho-

sen for them. And, remarkably, 

each one bears the mark of the 

Cross on their backs! 

 

Perhaps that is something we 

should learn—to wait for Jesus our 

Master, to be always obedient to 

him, to serve him with all our 

hearts, and to bear the mark of his 

grace in our lives.  

 

Lester Amann 
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DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary        
AprilAprilAprilApril    
    
See also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activities    
The diary is also online at www.bhpurc.org.uk/calendar 

Tues 1st 8:00pm Lent group at Lisa & Mar7n’s house 

Sun 6th 10:30am Communion with Adrian West 

Tues 8th 8:00pm Lent group at Lisa & Mar7n’s house 

Sun 13th  
10:30am 

5:30pm 

Palm Sunday 
Parade with Rev Mar7n Legg 

Second Sunday Study followed by curry at 

Zaman’s 

Mon 14th 8:00pm Book Club 

Tue 15th 8:00pm Lent group at Lisa & Mar7n’s house 

Thur 17th  
8:00pm 

Maundy Thursday 
Tenebrae worship with Mar7n Hamblin 

Fri 18th  
10:00am 

10:00am 

Good Friday 
Worship at BHP Methodist Church 

Good Friday reflec7on 

Sun 20th  
10:30am 

Easter Sunday  
Easter Celebra7on with Terry Silvey 

Tues 22nd 8:00pm House group at Lisa & Mar7n’s house 

Sun 27th 10:30am Morning Worship with Paul Ashitey 
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PRAYER PLAN  
 APRIL 2014 

 

But if we confess our sins to God,  

he can always be trusted to forgive us  

and take our sins away.  

1 John 1:9 

Tuesday 1st 
Persecuted church in Yemen  

Wednesday 2nd 
Roman Way  

Thursday 3rd 
Local Councillor for Bush Hill 

Park – Lee Chamberlain  

Friday 4th 
Ruth, our sponsored child in 

Zambia  

Saturday 5th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 6th 
Thanks for carers and those 

helping people to stay in their 

own homes  
 

Monday 7th 
Phyl Cox 

Tuesday 8th 
Persecuted church in Iraq  

Wednesday 9th 
St Marks Road  

Thursday 10th 
Local Councillor for Bush Hill 

Park – Jonas Hall  

Friday 11th 
For those new in their faith 

Saturday 12th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 13th 
Give thanks for the hard won 

freedoms we enjoy in the UK  
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Monday 14th 
Derek, Janet & James Cu=s 

Tuesday 15th 
Persecuted church in 

Uzbekistan  

Wednesday 16th 
Second Avenue  

Thursday 17th 
Local Councillor for Bush Hill 

Park – Denise Headley  

Friday 18th 
Karam, our sponsored child in 

Bethlehem 

Saturday 19th 

Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Easter Sunday 20th 
Give thanks that Jesus rose 

from the dead 

 

Monday 21st 
Jill Garre= 

Tuesday 22nd 
Persecuted church in Laos  

Wednesday 23rd 
Southbury Road  

Thursday 24th 
Member of Parliament for 

Edmonton - Andy Love  

Friday 25th 
For the future of our church 

and fellowship  

Saturday 26th  
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 27th 

Thanks for our Brigades as they 

help local girls and boys to 

learn useful skills  

 

Monday 28th 
Norma, Mike, Beth & William 

Grimsey 

Tuesday 29th 
Persecuted church in North 

Korea  

Wednesday 30th 
Third Avenue  

Thursday 31st 
Member of Parliament for 

Enfield North - Nick de Bois  



12 Book Club 
 

In a little coffee shop in one of the most 
dangerous places on earth, five very 
different women come together.  
 

Sunny, the proud proprietor, who needs 
an ingenious plan - and fast - to keep 
her café and customers safe.  
 

Yazmina, a young pregnant woman 
stolen from her remote village and now 
abandoned on Kabul's violent streets.  
 

Candace, a wealthy American who has 
finally left her husband for her Afghan 
lover, the enigmatic Wakil who is not 
what he seems! 
 

Isabel, a determined journalist with a 
secret that might keep her from the biggest story of her life.  
 

And Halajan, the sixty-year-old mother, whose long-hidden love affair 
breaks all the rules.  
 

As these five women discover there's more to one another than meets 
the eye, they form a unique bond that will 
forever change their lives and the lives of 
many others.  
 

The Little Coffee Shop of Kabul is a good 
quick read and created lengthy discussion 
on not only the women but also the men.  It 
is not The Kite Runner but an interesting 
look at the simple life of women in 
Afghanistan who survive against all odds 
and the strictest of regimes with 
relationships so alien to Western society. 
 

The April read for the 14th is The Other 
Typist by Suzanne Rindell. 

Sylvia Page 



13 Why Easter will never go away 
 

How do you make sense of the Resurrec7on? Dead men don’t rise, so why believe 

that this par7cular dead man did rise? 
 

At the end of Luke’s Gospel we read that: “they s7ll did not believe it because of joy 

and amazement” (Luke 24.4). This is highly significant. The Gospels do not show us a 

group of disciples who were in a recep7ve frame of mind. AAer the crucifixion, they 

were in hiding, frightened and sca=ered. Then suddenly, they came out of hiding 

and were totally different; excited, joyful. By Pentecost they were confident, with 

one firm message: “You crucified Jesus, but God raised him up!” 
 

How did they know this? Because of experience. Some of them had visited the tomb 

of Jesus: it was empty. Others claimed to have seen and touched the risen Lord. 

Were they hallucina7ng? People can hallucinate in groups – when taking drugs, for 

example. But of course each one will see a different hallucina7on. But the disciples 

all saw the same thing. Or rather, the same person. Jesus. 
 

Were they lying? Jesus had died a humilia7ng death as a criminal. Perhaps they 

wanted to rescue his good name. So did they pretend they had seen him?  This 

theory has a big problem. Their preaching led them into trouble with the authori7es. 

They were beaten and imprisoned and some of them killed. People will die for ideas 

and causes which they believe in passionately. But not for things they have made up. 

We might suffer for our convic7ons, we will not suffer for our inven7ons. 
 

What about the ‘swoon’ theory? That Jesus didn’t die on the cross, despite terrible 

wounds. He recovered in the tomb, and escaped. The disciples nursed him back to 

health. But Roman soldiers knew when a man was dead; and there was the guard on 

the tomb. Also, the events which followed simply don’t fit.  If the disciples had been 

hiding Jesus, they would have kept very low-key, and out of the way, so that the 

authori7es did not come aAer him again.  
 

Another reason for believing in the Resurrec7on is this: Jesus’ con7nuing impact. 

Thousands and soon millions of people in every genera7on since have shared an 

inescapable sense of being ‘accompanied’ through life. Though unseen, they iden7fy 

this presence as the Risen Lord.  Some7mes this experience of mee7ng Jesus is 

gentle and fiKul. Some7mes it is drama7c and life-changing. This reminds us that the 

resurrec7on of Jesus is not just an interes7ng historical puzzle. It is a vital present 

day reality. It brings wonderful comfort, assuring us of the central Chris7an truths: 

death is dead; Jesus is alive; God is love. 
 

Have a joyful – and a challenging – Easter. 



14 Kawama Kra;s 
 

Here’s an update from Beyond Ourselves, the charity we sponsor Ruth in 

Zambia through: 
 

In July 2013 a group from Cranleigh School visited Kawama Community 

School. These visits are always very enjoyable and fruiKul for both the 

Cranleigh and Zambian staff and students. However, on this trip we had an 

addi7onal goal to partner with a small group from the local Kawama 

community to set up a social enterprise.  ‘Kawama KraAs’ was born and the 

business currently employs 5 people, headed up by a local tailor called 

Soldier. He is training Vinix, Esther, Mercy and Judith to sew and create 

products that can be sold here in the UK.  This is an exci7ng new venture as, 

not only is it providing regular employment and skills training for local 

people in Kawama, but the profits will be re-invested in Kawama Community 

School.  We are hoping that, in 7me, the business will be able to fund the 

feeding programme at the school.  

  

Our ini7al sales have been very encouraging and the team in Zambia are 

currently making bun7ng, table runners, aprons, bags and scrunchies in 

bright African fabrics, which will be available from May. 

  

If you would like to support the business and make a purchase or order 

some of our new products, please visit our online shop 

www.beyondourselves.co.uk/donate/alterna7ve-giAs. 



15 NOAH – the film 
 

A group of 15-year old boys were once asked what they would do if they 

were God. Their answers could be summarised in the single word, extermi-

nate. Given divine powers, they would destroy the human race as it is and 

start again, this 7me with be=er raw material. As far as I can recall, they ex-

cluded themselves from the prescribed massacre. 

 

Their cure-all was not original. The biblical story of Noah and the Flood pic-

tured the Creator’s loss of pa7ence with his handiwork. The human race had 

transgressed, so would be drowned, except for a representa7ve few who 

would sail through the deluge and repopulate the land when it became hab-

itable again. Most ancient civilisa7ons also have stories of a flood so destruc-

7ve that few animals and plants survived it. Excava7ons in Mesopotamia 

indicate that there were indeed a series of destruc7ve floods several thou-

sand years BC. 

 

Does the story of Noah have a lesson to teach 21st Century mortals? Some 

speculated that this year’s floods in the UK were a mark of the Maker’s dis-

pleasure: a warning to an immoral na7on. Others pointed to climate change, 

a judgment on us all for abusing the planet. This month sees the release of a 

new film “Noah”, with Russell Crowe, Emma Watson and Anthony Hopkins. 

Will it be all doom and gloom? 

 

The Bible story of Noah (Genesis 7-9) ends with the good news of God mak-

ing an unbreakable contract with His crea7on: “Never again shall I put the 

earth under a curse because of humankind, however evil their inclina7on 

may be... As long as the earth lasts, seed7me and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night, they will never cease”. The rainbow 

would be an enduring reminder of this promise. 

 

Although the 15-year old boys’ recipe will not be tried, there is no room for 

complacency. Let the New Testament have the last word, “The Lord is not 

slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is pa-

7ent with you, not wan7ng anyone to perish, but everyone to come to re-

pentance.” (2 Peter 3.9) 

The Ven. John Barton, a former archdeacon of Aston  
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Boys’ Brigade News 
Let me start by telling you about the last few months as I missed 

the deadline for the last newsletter! At the start of the February 

half term we held our annual Company Supper. This is where all the 

current staff and company section members, plus invited old boys, 

all meet up for a three course meal and some entertainment. There 

were 45 people in total, making it a very good evening. 

 
After the meal, we all went into the church for the nights 

entertainment. The staff and some of the boys had put together a 

sketch show. It involved different characters and even some of 

the staff dressed up as Mylie Cyrus.  The boys also got involved 

and the band performed a few numbers. Then the brass band also 

took to the stage and played a few traditional tunes. 

 

After half term, we started back with new badge classes for 

everyone. The youngest members have been doing cooking. Once 

again the cooking has been different from just baking cakes and 

been slightly more exotic! They have cooked Prawn and lamb kebab, 

Spanish omelette, Thai green curry, Banana & toffee trifle and 

finally Carbonara. 

 

The rest of the company have started work on constructing their 

own rockets. These are proper rockets which we will launch a camp. 
If all goes well, they will travel 300 meters into the sky, then 

deploy a parachute and hopefully float back down to the ground. So 

far they have constructed the shaft of the rockets and are now 

working on constructing the fins. These have to be made really, 

really smooth and aerodynamic, or else the rocket will fly off 

course. I will give you an updated report on the rocket 

construction next month. 
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On Saturday 29th March, Mr Payne is taking the band down to 

Southampton to a music competition. They will be performing two 

songs in the competition. Whatever the outcome, the experience of 

going and performing at the competition will be great. We wish 

them the best of luck and I will report back next month. 

 

Over the Easter holidays I am hoping to do some DIY with the lads 
around the church. 

Andrew Caddies 



18 Wordsearch 

Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!   Hallelujah!   April brings us to Easter – 

the crucifixion, death and resurrec7on of Jesus Christ - the triumphant 

highlight of the Chris7an year.  As St Paul pointed out, unless Jesus really did 

rise again, our faith is useless, and we may as well forget any hope of heaven 

or eternal life. 

 

passover bread  wine  body  blood 

betrayal jerusalem pilate  judas  gethsemane 

trial  crucifixion soldiers cross  nails 

vinegar temple curtain tomb  angel 

stone  risen  gardener mary 
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BHPBHPBHPBHP    URCURCURCURC    
Monday 6.15pm    Boys' Brigade Junior Sec7on 
 

  7:30pm Boys' Brigade (Company Sec7on) 
 

 8:00pm Book Club (1st or 2nd Monday) 

 

Tuesday 8:00pm Housegroup (2nd & 4th Tuesday) 

 

Wednesday  6:15pm Girls' Brigade Explorers & Juniors 
 

 7:40pm Girls' Brigade Seniors & Brigaders 

 

Thursday  7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Company Sec7on circuit training 

(when advised) 

 

Friday 9:30am Prayers in the Junior Room 
 

 10:00am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

   6:00pm Boys' Brigade Anchor Boys 

 
   7:30pm TwS@bhpurc 

 

Sunday  10:30am Worship with groups for children and young 

people (Communion 1st Sunday) 
 

   5:30pm Second Sunday Study (2nd Sunday) 


