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Serving EldersServing EldersServing EldersServing Elders    
(with areas of special responsibility) 

 

 

Andrew Caddies   020 8363 0844 

 

Lynda Cook    020 8360 5112 

 

Mar7n Hamblin (Treasurer) 020 8363 0974 

 

Sylvia Page (Secretary)  020 8366 7481 

 

Where  an Elder is listed with special responsibility for an area, 

please contact them first if your ques7on relates to that area. 

The Bush Hill Park URC Newsle�er is published monthly on the last Sunday of the 

month.  Please note that the views expressed in this newsle�er are not 

necessarily the views of the whole fellowship or representa#ve of church policy. 

Have you seen the news on the Church Internet site?  Check it out at 

www.bhpurc.org.uk/news.htm 

 

Next Newsle	er 

The next edi7on of the newsle=er will be published on Sunday 25th May. 

All material for inclusion should be placed in the folder in the church 

lounge (or e-mailed to newsle	er@bhpurc.org.uk) by Sunday 11th May 

 

Please note that late contribu�ons may be held over. 

Editor: Lisa Hamblin, 130 Clive Road, Enfield EN1 1RF 
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Did you read about the man who preferred watching television 

in black and white, and who was ordered to pay for a colour licence? His old 

monochrome set finally broke down and it was neither repairable nor 

replaceable. So the man wrote to ask whether he would be breaking the law 

by retaining his black and white television licence (which cost £49) if he 

turned the colour seAng on his new TV down to zero because he preferred 

watching in black and white. He was advised that he would have to pay the 

full colour licence fee of £149 because the new appliance was capable of 

receiving a colour signal. (There are s7ll 11,550 households in the UK where 

people watch monochrome TV).  

It reminded me of the children’s 

story ‘The day it rained colours’ 

when suddenly people saw things 

as they truly were rather than 

through a monochrome lense. It 

also speaks of this period aHer 

Easter when Jesus’ disciples had to 

reassess in the light of his 

resurrec7on everything he had 

previously done and told them.  

Seeing things through the colours of 

resurrec7on is not always a 

comfortable experience because 

opening ourselves to God usually 

means opening ourselves to the 

world in its glory and grief even 

though we feel safer looking at 

things in black and white.  
 

Paul’s New Testament le=ers show 

us that since its earliest days there 

has always been tension in the 

Church between those who find 

security (albeit in a changing and 

threatening world) in the ‘black and 

white’ and those whose faith 

propels them to embrace the new 

within society. For them, it was 

about old dis7nc7ons being swept 

aside in the light of Easter, and 

recognising the implica7ons of 

people ‘in Christ’  being brought 

into one inclusive rela7onship of 

faith – without having to change 

who they were except by the 

change that conversion and 

bap7sm bestowed on them:  
 

27
 As many of you as were bap#zed 

into Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ. 
28

 There is no longer Jew 

or Greek, there is no longer slave or 

free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in 

Christ Jesus. 
29

 And if you belong to 

Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

offspring, heirs according to the 

promise.  

(Gala#ans 3.27-28) 
 

It is hard some7mes to discern 

whether the things we struggle over 

are God–sent, or whether they are 

assaults on true faith. Change 
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happens at a pace which some 

welcome while others feel out of 

their depth. Yet Jesus’s gracious 

and open approach to people must 

be our overwhelming guide, and 

give us the courage to go on 

learning from each and every 

experience. 

 

Lucy Berry’s poem is challenging in 

this context: 

 

But Lord - if They come to our 

church 

we might hear about Life outside. 

You would, 

said the Lord. 
 

But Lord - there is no Life apart 

from you. 

That’s right, 

said the Lord. 
 

But Lord - then there is no Life 

outside of church. 

Not true, 

laughed the Lord. 
 

But Lord - to learn their story is to 

feel their loneliness. 

My loneliness, 

said the Lord 
 

But Lord - to listen to Them is to 

know their terror. 

My terror, 

Said the Lord. 
 

Or to hear Them is to 

know their fear. 

My fear, 

said the Lord. 
 

And to know Them might be to love 

Them   

or to hate Them 

To love me, or to hate me 

said the Lord. 
 

Or to embrace Them truly, truly, 

we would then belong to Them. 

Truly, truly, you would belong to 

me. 

said the Lord. 
 

But Lord - if we do this we will be 

changed. 

We can hope, 

laughed the Lord. 

We can pray. 
 

But Lord - if we do this thing  

we would no longer be our church. 

No!  

My church. 

said the Lord. 

You would be My church.           
 

© Lucy Berry – used with 

permission  
 

God bless you  
 

Ray  
 

The Revd Ray Adams  



5 Smile Lines 
Encyclopaedias 

Sorting our books for the local fete, a parishioner came across 

some well-worn and dusty illustrated encyclopaedias, treasured 

from his childhood. Unwilling to part with them, he put them on a 

shelf in the garage where his small grandchildren found them and 

spent many happy hours looking at the pictures. These books, 

however, caused him great embarrassment the day the minister 

came to visit. One of his grandchildren suddenly said: “Grandad, 

can we go look at those dirty books you keep in the garage?” 
 

Those memorable school reports… 

What did your teachers say about your progress at school? The 

following were sent into the Daily Telegraph some years ago…. 
 

• One of my French reports simply said: ‘Sheila attended the 

lessons’. - Sheila Blow, Surrey 

• My housemaster wrote: ‘He has an overdeveloped unawareness.’ - 

Ian Jones, Wirral 

• A friend’s son’s report said: ‘By the time he has mastered 

French, he will be too old to cross the Channel.’ – M Knaggs, 

Dorset 

• My teacher observed: ‘The improvement in his handwriting has 

revealed his inability to spell.’ - Colin Sutherland, Switzerland 

• My teacher was a realist: ‘I am sorry to have to tell you that he 

is doing his best.’ Stan Proctor, Surrey 
 

Parking space 

Angus was driving down the street worried because he had an 

important meeting and couldn't find a parking place. So, looking up 

toward heaven, he said "Lord, take pity on me. If you find me a 

parking place I will go to Mass every Sunday for the rest of my 

life and give up whisky." A moment later, miraculously, a parking 

place appeared. Angus looked up again and said, "Never mind. I 

found one." 
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Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News  
Congratula7ons to Stephanie & Graeme Newman on the birth of their 

daughter Samantha.  We’re sure she will bring joy into your lives and we 

pray blessing for your futures together.   

 

Congratula7ons to Judith & Chris7ne Hughes who have been members at 

Bush Hill Park URC for 40 years now!  Thank you for the 7me and effort you 

have put into the church and we look forward to seeing you around in the 

years to come. 

Shop online to raise money for Bush Hill Park URC! 
 

We have received more than £1244 simply from our supporters shopping 

online! This amount is part of over £5 million generated by leading UK good 

cause shopping website easyfundraising.org.uk for over 50,000 causes just 

like the Church. 

 

BHPURC earns the cash dona7ons when people register to support us and 

shop online through the site. It’s a really simple process, all you have to do 

is: 

 

• Register at www.easyfundraising.org.uk  

• When you’re asked to choose your cause, select Bush Hill Park United 

Reformed Church 

• Get shopping - it couldn’t be easier! 

 

There are over 2,700 online retailers available, including Amazon, John Lew-

is, eBay and Tesco and all will give a small percentage of what’s been spent 

back to BHPURC to say thank you for shopping with them.  

 

What are you wai7ng for? Head to www.easyfundraising.org.uk/bhpurc 

now. Already registered? Spread the word to family and friends to let them 

know just how easy it is! 



7 May 29: Ascension Day 
 

Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on Ascension 

Day. Luke records the story with great poignancy: “When Jesus had led 

them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he liHed up his hands - and blessed 

them.” 

 

As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day 

completes it, with his return to his Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act on earth 

was to bless his disciples. He and they had a bond as close as could be: they 

had just lived through three tumultuous years of public ministry and 

miracles – persecu7on and death – and resurrec7on! Just as we part from 

our nearest and dearest by s7ll looking at them with love and memories in 

our eyes, so exactly did Jesus: “While he was blessing them, he leH them 

and was taken up into heaven.” (Luke 24:50-1) He was not forsaking them, 

but merely going on ahead to a kingdom which would also be theirs one 

day: “I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God and your 

God...” (John 20:17) 

 

The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history. Imagine being 

one of the last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and have 

him look on you with love. No wonder then that Luke goes on: “they 

worshipped him - and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed 

con7nually at the temple, praising God.” (Luke 24:52,53) 

 

No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see Jesus again one 

day! “I am going to prepare a place for you... I will come back and take you 

to be with me that you also may be where I am.” (John 14:2,3) In the 

mean7me, Jesus had work for them to do: to take the Gospel to every 

na7on on earth. 
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DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary        
MayMayMayMay    
    
See also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activities    
The diary is also online at www.bhpurc.org.uk/calendar 

Sun 4th 10:30am Communion with Rev Mar7n Legg including 

the bap7sm of Harley George Luckhurst 

Sun 11th 10:30am 

 

5:30pm 

Girls’ Brigade District Parade with Rev Mar7n 

Legg 

Second Sunday Service 

Mon 12th 8:00pm Book Club 

Sun 18th 10:30am Morning Worship with Evodian Fonyonga 

Sun 25th 10:30am Morning Worship with Rev David Hamblin 

Next newsletter deadline  
Sunday 11th May 
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PRAYER PLAN  
 MAY 2014 

So you will be saved, if you honestly say, 

“Jesus is Lord,” and if you believe with all 

your heart that God raised him from death. 

God will accept you and save you, if you 

truly believe this and tell it to others.  

Romans 10:9-10 

Thursday 1st 
For those on duty or training in 

the Navy  

Friday 2nd 
Karam, our sponsored child in 

Bethlehem  

Saturday 3rd 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 4th 
Thanks for the Peacemakers  

 

Monday 5th 
Robin & Chris Hall 

Tuesday 6th 
Boys Brigade  

Wednesday 7th 
Trinity Avenue  

Thursday 8th 
For those on duty or training in 

the Royal Marines  

Friday 9th 
For the future of our church 

and fellowship  

Saturday 10th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 11th 
Thanks for the small things 

people do to help us 

 

Monday 12th 
Mar7n & Lisa Hamblin 

Tuesday 13th 
Girls Brigade  

Wednesday 14th 
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Tweedy Close  

Thursday 15th 
For those on recovering from 

injury on the ba=lefield  

Friday 16th 
Ruth, our sponsored child in 

Zambia  

Saturday 17th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 18th 
Thanks for our young people 

and all children who visit our 

church and its buildings  

 

Monday 19th 
Bill, Michelle, Chloe & Anne 

Marie Hanson 

Tuesday 20th 
Kings Club  

Wednesday 21st 
Wellington Road  

Thursday 22nd 
For those on duty or training in 

the RAF  

Friday 23rd 
Safety for men, women & chil-

dren facing violence in the 

home from a spouse or parent  

Saturday 24th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 25th 
Thanks for those who teach us 

whether at school, university or 

as we get older in self-help 

groups  

 

Monday 26th 
Anne & John Hatche= 

Tuesday 27th 
Book Club  

Wednesday 28th 
Alberta road  

Thursday 29th 
For those on duty or training in 

the Paratroopers  

Friday 30th 
Parents needing help and sup-

port to care for their children  

Saturday 31st 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 



12 Book Club 
 

 

‘The Other Typist’ by Suzanne Rindell 

 

We had a good discussion on this book with 

differing interpreta7ons.  Rose, from an 

orphanage background with very li=le and 

brought up by Nuns, is drawn into the life of 

Odalie, a beau7ful woman who appears to have 

everything.  There are twists and turns along 

the way - the trouble is, what is fact and what is 

fic7on?   

 

Set in New York in the 1920s there is a likening 

to 'The Great Gatsby', especially the weekend 

party 'they' gate crashed when another 

interes7ng character from Odalie’s past enters the scene.  

 

There were so many unanswered 

ques7ons, or things you could take 

two ways which made it an intriguing 

read. We looked up the author.  It is 

her first novel, in which case, we felt 

a very good start.  

 

On the 12th May we should have 

read 'The Midnight Rose" by Lucinda 

Riley - £1.29, a bargain on Kindle! 

 

Sylvia Page 



13 War tears lives apart  

Love can help piece them back together 

‘The Lord is my rock, my 
fortress, and my deliverer� 

in whom I take refuge.’   

2 Samuel 22:2-3 
 

For a growing number of people 
across the world, the horror of war 
is a part of daily life.  
 
Right now, fuelled by the 
devastating violence in both Syria 
and the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, the numbers of people 
driven from their homes by war is 
on the rise.   
 

It stands at 42 million people – an 
appalling statistic and a stain on the 
conscience of humanity. We can’t 
turn our backs. We must act now. 
 

The good news is that your church 
can make a real difference.  
 
Last year, a magnificent 20,000 
churches across the country helped 
raise over £12m for Christian Aid 
Week. This Christian Aid Week (11–
17 May 2014) we want to go even 
further. We want every church in 
Britain and Ireland to get involved – 
whether by giving, acting or praying.  
 

Together we can send people living 
in fear this 
message: 
you are not 
alone. 
We’re with 

you, helping you to rebuild your 
lives, and working for peace. 
 

Imagine what such an expression of 
love would mean to people 
searching for the strength to cope 
with the devastation of war, and 
how it could help to drive out their 
fear. 
 

Demonstrate God’s love for those 
living in poverty and show how 
much good the church is doing in 
the world this Christian Aid Week. 
 

Together we can reach the 42 
million people caught up in conflict 
and help them live a life free from 
fear. 
 
Could you provide the gift of 
hope?  
 

£15 could provide blankets for 
refugee children to protect them 
from bitter night-time temperatures. 
 

£40 could provide enough good 
quality and nutritious food for two 
refugee children for a month. 
 

£150 could help us provide 
specialist emotional support for a 
child deeply traumatised by the 
horror of war that they’ve witnessed 
or experienced. 
 
Be an instrument of God’s peace.  
Give, act and pray this Christian 
Aid Week.  

caweek.org 



14 The Blessings of God 
 

What does it take for God’s blessing to descend not just on individuals, but 

on Chris7an organisa7ons and local churches? Some clues may be found in 

the biblical books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

 

In Ezra 7 we find “The king granted (Ezra) all that he asked, for the hand of 

the Lord his God was upon him.” What brings the hand of God upon a 

person or a group of people? Ezra 7:10 reads: “For Ezra had set his heart to 

study the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach his statutes and rules in 

Israel.” Clearly one of the prerequisites for the blessing of God is that their 

heart is set to study the Bible, to obey it, and to pass the knowledge on. As 

Ezra 8:22 makes it clear: “The hand of our God is for good on all who seek 

him, and the power of his wrath is against all who forsake him.” 

 

Prayerfulness and spiritual earnestness are likewise vital and we find it as 

Nehemiah prays: “Let your ear be a=en7ve, and your eyes open, to hear the 

prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the 

people of Israel your servants” (Neh 1:6). Nehemiah also took sin and the 

confession of it extremely seriously: “We have acted very corruptly against 

you, and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that 

you commanded…” (Neh 1:7). 

 

So – if anyone wants God’s blessing, the Bible is clear on what needs to be 

done: read the Bible seriously, and obey its teachings. That is God speaking 

to us. Second, be serious and commi=ed in our prayers; that is us speaking 

to God. Third, repent of any sin which we know to be in our lives. That is 

obedience, and it will bring God’s blessing upon us. 

Michael Cassidy, of African Enterprise 
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Holiday Bible Week (HBW) Enfield is an annual event in the school summer 

holidays for children aged 5 to 11 years old in the Enfield area. The purpose 

of the event is to introduce children to Jesus in a relevant, contemporary 

way, in a safe and secure environment. 

The first HBW in Enfield took place in 2007. Each year around 200 children 

take part in a week-long programme of ac7vi7es including singing, dancing, 

Bible stories, games, puzzles, arts and craHs, drama, puppet shows and 

more. 

HBW Enfield is, and always will be, completely free for children to take part 

in. HBW Enfield rely on the generosity of local Churches and individuals as 

well as fundraising events throughout the year to keep HBW Enfield running. 

 

At the quiz night a ploughman’s supper served during the interval, there will 

also be a raffle during the evening. 

 

For 7ckets please contact Beckie on 07967 005534 

or email rjm.bick@gmail.com to book your place! 

 

www.holidaybibleweek.com 



16 How to Read the Bible in Public 
 

But is this a necessary topic? I’m afraid so. I have heard the Bri7sh actor David 

Suchet declare that he has been up and down churches everywhere…. and that the 

dull and listless reading of the Scriptures is a disgrace to the power of the Bible. 
 

“The music was wonderful today”…. “That was a great talk!”…. “I loved the 

worship!” Hardly ever do I hear gra7tude expressed for a Scripture reading.  
 

We are not simply pronouncing words when we stand at the front. Unhurried 

preliminary prayer is vital. What is this passage all about? Why is it here in the Bible? 

What is its main point? I need to ask myself which words - as I read them - could do 

with a slight emphasis, a mental underlining, a raised or lowered inflexion? 
 

Yet others should not be thinking, ‘What a great reader,’ but rather ‘My goodness, 

that passage was speaking to me!’ The voice must be naturally your own. Do normal 

people speak with ’holy’ churchy affecta7on? Did Jesus, when telling his parables? 
 

We are to keep the voice natural, yet with an underlying awareness that - without 

straining - we need to project. True, there may be a microphone but it is only there 

to impart a slight ‘liH’ to the voice; it simply cannot do the job for you. 
 

Across the years I have recognized various unfortunate ‘Categories’ of reader. Be 

warned! One could be named aHer an early English king, unfortunately known as 

Ethelred the Unready. Such a reader turns up, but has clearly not thought the 

passage through at all; the reading is an u=er non-event. 
 

By contrast we have some7mes been subjected to The Thespian. Here a well-

inten7oned reader is so intent on ‘ac7ng’ the passage with ham-fisted phony 

‘accents’ that it is truly cringe-worthy. Public Scripture reading can be truly 

supernatural in power – without it ever becoming unnatural in delivery. 
 

Have you some7mes heard The Dollard reading? It is delivered in a flat monotone 

throughout; it could have been a recita7on of shares on the stock market. 
 

Then there is The Queen’s Speech, immaculate; beau7fully spoken and with perfect 

dic7on. But somehow the reading lacked ‘Soul’ – was it a communica7on from 

heaven and a life of prayer, or a performance from the local drama7c society? 
 

Give yourself some prac7ce sessions! Try Luke 15:11-24 as an obvious ‘story’, and 

then, by contrast, Ephesians 2:1-10; then 1 Kings 18: 20-39. 
 

Treat public Bible reading as an honour. For centuries the Bible has been described 

in the Bri7sh Corona7on Service as The most precious thing that this world affords. 

We are to treat it like that! 

Richard Bewes 
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Girls’ Brigade News 

As we start back after a lovely two week break to celebrate 

Easter we are now preparing our showcase for our awards 

evening on the 14th May to show you all what we have been 

doing this year.  

 

We are also starting to look forward to the Summer session of 

GB.  We have lots of things planned including, cooking, a foot 

rally (the bet is on for who will get lost first this year) plus 

many more.  

 

We are also putting 

the finishing touches 

to our Summer Camp. 

The girls have decided 

on the activities for 

Camp this year and 

one of the games 

suggested was ‘Hide 

and Seek’ (yes, 

really!). So it looks like 

it is going to be a 

laugh this year. 

 

Charlotte McBride 



18 Wordsearch 

Ma	hias – the last apostle 
 

What made Ma=hias unique as an apostle?   He was the only one not to be 

chosen by Jesus in the flesh. AHer betraying Jesus, Judas had commi=ed sui-

cide, leaving only 11 apostles.  A new one had to be chosen. To be an apos-

tle, you had to have followed Jesus from the Bap7sm to the Ascension, and 

also witnessed the Resurrec7on.  In the event, the choice fell to one of two:  

Joseph Barsabas and Ma=hias.   The 11 apostles prayed for guidance, lots 

were drawn, and Ma=hias was chosen.   Ma=hias is thought to have minis-

tered in Cappadocia and even Ethiopia.    His story is found in Acts 1: 15 – 26.  

His feast day is this month, 14th May.    

 

last  apostle feast  may   acts 

judas  chosen eleven twelve  original 

follower christ  bap7sm ascension  resurrec7on 

guidance joseph ma=hias cappodocia  ethiopia 
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BHPBHPBHPBHP    URCURCURCURC    
Monday 6.15pm    Boys' Brigade Junior Sec7on 
 

  7:30pm Boys' Brigade (Company Sec7on) 
 

 8:00pm Book Club (1st or 2nd Monday) 

 

Tuesday 8:00pm Housegroup (2nd & 4th Tuesday) 

 

Wednesday  6:15pm Girls' Brigade Explorers & Juniors 
 

 7:40pm Girls' Brigade Seniors & Brigaders 

 

Thursday  7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Company Sec7on circuit training 

(when advised) 

 

Friday 9:30am Prayers in the Junior Room 
 

 10:00am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

   6:00pm Boys' Brigade Anchor Boys 

 
   7:30pm TwS@bhpurc 

 

Sunday  10:30am Worship with groups for children and young 

people (Communion 1st Sunday) 
 

   5:30pm Second Sunday Service (2nd Sunday) 


