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Serving EldersServing EldersServing EldersServing Elders    
(with areas of special responsibility) 

 

 

Andrew Caddies   020 8363 0844 

 

Lynda Cook    020 8360 5112 

 

Mar7n Hamblin (Treasurer) 020 8363 0974 

 

Sylvia Page (Secretary)  020 8366 7481 

 

Where  an Elder is listed with special responsibility for an area, 

please contact them first if your ques7on relates to that area. 

The Bush Hill Park URC Newsle�er is published monthly on the last Sunday of the 

month.  Please note that the views expressed in this newsle�er are not 

necessarily the views of the whole fellowship or representa#ve of church policy. 

Have you seen the news on the Church Internet site?  Check it out at 

www.bhpurc.org.uk/news.htm 

 

Next Newsle	er 

The next edi7on of the newsle=er will be published on Sunday 29th June. 

All material for inclusion should be placed in the folder in the church 

lounge (or e-mailed to newsle	er@bhpurc.org.uk) by Sunday 15th June 

 

Please note that late contribu ons may be held over. 

Editor: Lisa Hamblin, 130 Clive Road, Enfield EN1 1RF 



3 A few weeks ago on holiday, 

we visited the ‘Sagrada Familia’, 

which is the famous unfinished 

cathedral dedicated to The Holy 

Family, and now a World Heritage 

Site, in Barcelona. Antoni Gaudí 

began work on it in 1883 but at his 

death in 1926 less than a quarter of 

his project was complete. Shortly 

before his death he said ‘my client 

is not in a hurry’.  
 

Other architects have added parts 

to the cathedral since then, and it is 

hoped that it will be finished in 7me 

for the centenary of Gaudi’s death 

in 2026.  It is extraordinary that he 

had such confidence in his vision 

that he willingly handed it over to 

others to complete.  Arguably, 

some of Gaudi’s work has been 

improved by the work of other 

architects, but without his 

inspira7on the task would not have 

begun.  
 

It reminds me of St Paul’s 

experience as a pioneer establishing 

churches throughout the Roman 

Empire, yet knowing that their 

future depended on others and the  

blessing of God:  

“
5 

What then is Apollos? What is 

Paul?  Servants through whom you 

came to believe, as the Lord 

assigned to each. 
6 

I planted, 

Apollos watered, but God gave the 

growth. 
7 

So neither the one who 

plants nor the one who waters is 

anything, but only God who gives 

the growth. 
8 

The one who plants 

and the one who waters have a 

common purpose, and each will 

receive wages according to the 

labour of each. 
9 

For we are God’s 

servants, working together”.  (1 

Corinthians 3.5-9)  
 

We need to remember this when 

things are going well as much as 

when they are not. ‘God gives the 

growth’ is also the message of 

Jesus’ parable of the sower and the 

seed (Ma=hew 13.3-9). The seed 

lands on different kinds of ground – 

some will encourage fruiIulness 

and others won’t. The state of the 

ground is simply the environment in 

which the sower works, who is 

neither responsible for it being that 

way, nor can s/he do much to 

change it. What ma=ers is that the 

sower keeps cas7ng seed.   
 

While work goes on, the Gaudi 

project s7ll a=racts many 
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thousands of visitors each year 

(tourists and pilgrims together) who 

are intrigued by an unfinished 

church which is the result of one 

man’s vision and built to the glory 

of God.  
 

The second thing I learnt from our 

trip was the need to keep a sense of 

propor7on. Barcelona was very 

crowded and we managed to 

nego7ate its metro system quite 

well. Our children had warned us, 

however, that Barcelona is the 

muggers’ capital of Spain, and 

therefore my approach was oKen 

dominated by the need to take 

precau7ons – carry no more bank 

cards than necessary, and keep 

money secreted in a deep pocket.  
 

It also affected the way I looked at 

others, especially those who just 

hung about and didn’t seem to be 

in a hurry to get anywhere. 

Gradually I realised that most 

people were tourists like ourselves 

or family groups enjoying the sights. 

People were generally kind and 

helpful, and (as usually happens to 

me when I visit a strange city or 

foreign country) someone came up 

to me to ask direc7ons.  I wasn’t 

wrong to be careful as a traveller, 

but was reminded how easy it is for 

our apprecia7on of a place or its 

people to be coloured by a 

reputa7on which may or may not 

be deserved.   
 

Jesus told his disciples as he sent 

them out to learn how to be 

evangelists to ‘be wise as serpents 

and innocent as doves’ (Ma= 10.16) 

(He also told them not to take too 

much luggage (!) so that they would 

learn to depend on the mercy and 

generosity of those they met on the 

way).  Our experience of life oKen 

makes us more suspicious of others 

than we would like, so that when 

we meet genuine kindness and 

generosity we are disarmed. I am 

also aware how urban life can take 

its toll on our aMtudes and 

openness to strangers. Part of our 

calling, however, as Chris7ans is to 

be ‘foolish’ and open-hearted, for 

by being so, we discover what it is 

to belong to God’s new crea7on. 
 

Caryl Micklem’s hymn Give to me 

lord a thankful heart (R&S 497) 

always seems to hit the spot:  
 

When in the rush of days, my will is 

habit-bound and slow help me to 

keep in vision s#ll what love and 

power and peace can fill a life that 

trusts in you. 
 

God bless you  
 

Ray  
 

The Revd Ray Adams  



5 Smile Lines 
 

DIY 

Our churchwarden has the courage, but not always the skills, to 

tackle any DIY job that needs doing around the church. For exam-

ple, in the church shed are still pieces of the church lawn mower 

she once tried to fix. So our vicar wasn’t surprised the day he 

found her in the vestry, attacking the vacuum cleaner with a 

screwdriver. "This thing won’t cooperate," she complained. 
 

The vicar thought for a moment: "Why don’t you drag it out to the 

shed and show it what you did to the lawn mower?"  
 

Find and replace 

A priest I know of uses a standard liturgy for funerals. To person-

alize each service, he enters a ‘find and replace’ command into his 

word processor. The computer then finds the name of the de-

ceased from the previous funeral and replaces it with the name of 

the deceased for the upcoming one. 
 

Not long ago, the priest told the computer to find the name 

“Mary” and replace it with “Edna.” The next morning, the funeral 

was going smoothly until the congregation intoned the Apostles’ 

Creed. “Jesus Christ,” they read from the preprinted program, 

“born of the Virgin Edna.” 
 

This next one… 

A local DJ was introducing a record at our annual church fete/

parish party. "This next one," he said, "is for Charlotte Burke, a 

choir member, who is a hundred and eleven! Hey, Charlotte, con-

gratulations on a ripe old age!" 
 

There was a short pause and then the DJ said in a somewhat more 

subdued voice, "I'm sorry, I got it wrong. This next one is for 

Charlotte Burke, who is ill."  
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Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News  
Congratula7ons to Terry Blowfield and Doreen Bamberger who have 

reached milestones in their church membership.  Terry has been 

worshiping with us for 60 years and Doreen for 40. 

Terry has just moved to Oxfordshire and we wish him well.   

Did you know you can receive this 

newsle=er by e-mail?   

 

If you would like to save some trees and 

have an eternal electronic copy simply 

email newsle=er@bhpurc.org.uk with 

the email address you’d like us to send 

a copy to and we will add you to the 

mailing list. 

 

Many thanks, 

Lisa Hamblin 

Keep up to date with what’s going on at  

Bush Hill Park United Reformed Church 
 

   www.bhpurc.org.uk 
 

      www.facebook.com/bhpurc 



7 Summer Sols ce – longest day of the year 
 

June, of course is the month of the summer sols7ce, the month of the Sun. 

Sol + s7ce come from two La7n words meaning ‘sun’ and ‘to stand s7ll’. As 

the days lengthen, the sun rises higher and higher un7l it seems to stand s7ll 

in the sky. The Summer Sols7ce results in the longest day and the shortest 

night of the year. The Northern Hemisphere celebrates in June, and the 

Southern Hemisphere celebrates in December. 

 

While the Druids worship at Stonehenge and elsewhere, here some Chris7an 

alterna7ves that honour the Creator rather than the created. 

 

A Can cle for Brother Sun 

Praised be You, My Lord, in all Your creatures, 

Especially Sir Brother Sun, 

Who makes the day and enlightens us through You. 

He is lovely and radiant and grand; 

2And he heralds You, his Most High Lord. 

St Francis of Assisi   

 

God in All 

He inspires all, 

He gives life to all, 

He dominates all, 

He supports all. 

He lights the light of the sun. 

He furnishes the light of the night. 

He has made springs in dry land. 

He is the God of heaven and earth, 

of sea and rivers, 

of sun, moon and stars, 

of the loKy mountain and the lowly valley, 

the God above heaven, 

and in heaven, 

and under heaven. 
 

St Patrick   



8 Trinity Sunday 15th June  

Celebra ng our God who is Three Persons 
 

Trying to explain the doctrine of the Trinity has kept many a theologian busy 

down the centuries. One helpful picture is to imagine the sun shining in the 

sky. The sun itself – way out there in space – unapproachable in its fiery maj-

esty – is the Father. The light that flows from it, and which illuminates all our 

lives, is the Son. The heat that flows from it, and which gives us all the ener-

gy to move and grow, is the Holy Spirit. You cannot have the sun without its 

light and its heat. The light and the heat are from the sun, are of the sun, and 

yet are also dis7nct in themselves, with their own roles to play. 

 

The Bible makes clear that God is One God, who is disclosed in three per-

sons: Father, Son (Jesus Christ) and Holy Spirit. For example: 

 

Deuteronomy 6:4 ‘Hear O Israel, The Lord our God, the Lord is one..’ 

 

Isaiah 45:22 ‘Turn to me and be saved… for I am God, and there is no other’ 

 

Genesis 1:1-2 ‘In the beginning God created…. And the Spirit of God was 

hovering…’ 

 

Judges 14:6 etc ‘The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power…’ 

 

John 1:1-3 ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things 

were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.’ 

 

Luke 24:49 actually manages to squeeze the whole Trinity into one sentence. 

Jesus tells his disciples: ‘I am going to send you what my Father has prom-

ised; but stay in the city un7l you have been clothed with power (the Holy 

Spirit) from on high.’ 

 

In other words, the sun eternally gives off light and heat, and whenever we 

stand in its brilliant light, we find that the warmth soon follows. 
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DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary        
JuneJuneJuneJune    
    
See also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activities    
The diary is also online at www.bhpurc.org.uk/calendar 

Sun 1st 10:30am Communion with Rev Mar7n Legg 

including the bap7sm of Abigail Bagshaw 

Sun 8th  
10:30am 

5:30pm 

Pentecost 
Parade led by our BB officers 

Second Sunday Reflec7on 

Mon 9th 8:00pm Book Club 

Sun 15th 10:30am Morning Worship with Sylvia Page 

Sun 22nd 10:30am Morning Worship with Dr Paul Ashitey 

Sun 29th 10:30am Morning Worship with Lynda Cook 

Next newsletter deadline  
Sunday 15th June 
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PRAYER PLAN  
 JUNE 2014 

 

He is forever able to  

save the people he leads to God,  

because he always lives  

to speak to God for them.  

Hebrews 7:25 

Sunday 1st 
Thanks for Chris7an organiza-

7ons providing aid when disas-

ters strike  

 

Monday 2nd 
Margaret & John Hitchcock 

Tuesday 3rd 
Persecuted church in Iran  

Wednesday 4th 
Amberley Road  

Thursday 5th 
Staff and pupils at Edmonton 

County School  

Friday 6th 
Those in pain, suffering without 

a diagnosis or cure  

 

Saturday 7th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 8th 
Give thanks for family and friends  

 

Monday 9th 
Sarah, Ben & Sam Hitchcock 

Tuesday 10th 
Persecuted church in Afghani-

stan  

Wednesday 11th 
Amberley Gardens  

Thursday 12th 
 Staff and pupils at Enfield 

Grammar School  

Friday 13th 
Karam, our sponsored child in 

Bethlehem  
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Saturday 14th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 15th 
Thanks for clean water, gas and 

electricity and sanita7on for 

our homes  

 

Monday 16th 
Peter Hitchcock 

Tuesday 17th 
Persecuted church in Saudi 

Arabia  

Wednesday 18th 
Bertram Road  

Thursday 19th 
Staff and pupils at Enfield 

County School  

Friday 20th 
New believers to grow in their 

faith  

Saturday 21st 

Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 22nd 
Thanks for long summer days  
 

Monday 23rd 
Chris7ne Hughes 

Tuesday 24th 
Persecuted church in Somalia  

 

Wednesday 25th 
Blakesware Gardens  

Thursday 26th 
Staff and pupils at Chace Com-

munity School  

Friday 27th 
Ruth, our sponsored child in 

Zambia  

Saturday 28th  
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 29th 

Thanks for our service men & 

women   

 

Monday 30th 
Judith Hughes 

 



12 Book Club 
 

The Midnight Rose spans a 7me period from 

1800s to modern day. It is the story of 

Anahita Chavan, who in her 100 years on 

earth, live a very full and evenIul life. Her 

biggest heartbreak was being told that her 

three year old son had died – a fact she 

never believed. At her 100th birthday party, 

she decided to give her great-grandson, Ari, 

the story of her life, asking him to try and 

find out what really did happen to her son, 

Moh. Later, at a crisis point in his own life, 

Ari goes to Astbury Hall, a large family home 

in England which is featured quite a lot in 

Anahita’s tale to see if he can fill in some of 

the background to her story. There he 

meets the actress, Rebecca Bradley, who is 

busy filming her new movie, and they both become embroiled in the story of 

Anahita Chavan and the Astbury family.  

 

The book covers many issues - racial 

prejudice, family rela7onships, class 

boundaries, the piIalls/pressures of 

wealth and celebrity status etc. The Indian 

element of the book was well researched 

and well wri=en, and easily transports the 

reader back in 7me. 

 

The book was well received and enjoyed 

by all the group, and encouraged a couple 

of us to read another book wri=en by this 

author. A good read. 

 

Yvonne Coe 



13 What does a holy person look like? 
 

‘He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith.’ (Acts 11:24) Pente-

cost reminds us that it is the Holy Spirit who makes us holy. But what does 

‘holy’ look like? Who would you pick from the Bible, if you had to choose 

someone that modelled ‘godly character’? 

 

How about Barnabas, who appears in Acts? His name was Joseph, but his 

friends called him Barnabas, Son of Encouragement – an a=ribu7on of rare 

praise for a character of rare beauty. He first appears as the only named 

disciple who sold a field and gave the proceeds for the relief of the poor 

believers in Jerusalem (Acts 4:36-37). But it’s in his rela7onship with Paul 

that his character fully shines. When Saul is converted, against a back-

ground of suspicion and fear, it is Barnabas who acts as his guarantor, 

bringing him into fellowship with the apostles (Acts 9:26-27). 

 

Later, when there is an explosion of conversions in An7och, including 

among the Gen7les, it is he who is sent to encourage the believers. Even 

then, not wan7ng to hog the limelight, Barnabas brings Paul to An7och 

where they minister for a year before being sent off together on the first 

great missionary journey (Acts 11:19-26; 13:1-3). Seamlessly, the leader-

ship then passes from Barnabas to Paul. And Barnabas, the encourager, 

the enabler, con7nues to work with the great apostle through fruiIulness 

and persecu7on un7l, on a point of principle, they separate, and Barnabas 

takes under his wing the young man called Mark (Acts 15:36-39). 

 

This ‘good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith’ remains an inspira7on for 

our own lives on the frontline. In this coming week, may we, like Barnabas, 

model godly character and be known as courageous followers of Jesus. 

 

Helen Parry  



14 Why Pentecost makes Christ accessible 
 

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house. (Acts 2:2) 
 

Chris7anity is more than a fading memory scrapbook. The day of Pentecost 

came, to make our Lord accessible, even to the newest follower! 
 

Imagine the late Nelson Mandela arriving at Heathrow Airport. On stepping 

onto the tarmac a group of admirers and friends wave to him excitedly from 

the airport roof. But instead of lingering with them, he only waves briefly, and 

is immediately whisked away. Yet any disappointment among his friends is 

tempered later, when they see Mandela in a major TV programme addressing 

himself not only to them but to an en7re na7on. His removal from them had 

been essen7al if he was to have been made available to many millions more. 
 

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, no more than a limited number of people could 

be near enough to hear him, let alone speak to him or touch him. His 

Ascension – followed by Pentecost - was to change everything to a global 

dimension. Earlier he had reassured his disciples, “I will not leave you as 

orphans, I will come to you….It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I 

go away, the Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to 

you….(John 14:18; 16:7). To have the Holy Spirit is to have the very presence 

of Jesus in your life. 
 

The mystery of Pentecost. The coming of Christ’s Spirit – ‘the Counsellor’ - 

reminded people of a wind (unseen, yet powerful in its effects) - and of 

prophecies such as Ezekiel 37:9. Chris7ans have always loved these vivid 

descrip7ons of the Holy Spirit - wind, fire, oil, water, a dove. 
 

The sovereignty of Pentecost. ‘The wind blows where it wills’ said Jesus to 

Nicodemus (John 3:8). So was the Spirit’s working in Acts 2 - suddenly there 

were new believers swept into the Church of Jesus Christ - from lands all 

around the Mediterranean basin. Don’t say the Gospel can’t work in certain 

places and people. It has! It does. 
 

The energy of Pentecost. At the start of Acts 2, there were about 120 believers 

in the church. By the end of the day they had ballooned by over 2,000 

percent. And today? Why, to take the sta7s7cs of Africa alone, for every li=le 

African baby being born today, there will be two Africans becoming followers 

of Jesus. Pentecost is a phenomenon worldwide!  
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Boys’ Brigade News 
The boys have been keeping busy and had their annual awards 

evening in May.  Congratulations to everyone who received awards, 

in particular Jude Thompson who won the Matthew Lamb Trophy; 

Stephen Nicolaides who won the Harold Nix Prize; Joseph 

Nicolaides who won the Stephen Camp Trophy and Matthew 

Witter who won the Fred Camp Stick. 

 

The boys and officers  also preparing for Camp & more detail will 

come on that later. 

Lisa Hamblin 
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It has been a busy May at GB. 

 

On the 11th May we had our district parade, here at our church, 

with Martin Legg taking the service. Unfortunately, because of 

the pressure of exams and Officers away on holiday, not many 

girls from other companies were able to make it. We, however, 

had a very good turn out with a total of 14 girls, five officers 

and three helpers. 

 

During the service Sue was commissioned as an officer and 

Chloe and Alysia received their first young leaders’ award. 

 

Just this last week we had our awards evening. It was a 

fantastic evening despite the girls being absolutely exhausted 

from their studies. The Explorers entertained us with a display 

of Pom-Pom dancing; the Juniors with a couple of sketches that 

they had devised and written themselves on the themes they 

had been following (Humility, forgiveness & friendship). The 

Seniors and Brigaders performed a song they had written about 

the joys of GB (mainly talking!) and camp (which I suspect will 

also consist of a lot of talking). They had also, in the course of 

the year, written and illustrated a book for pre-school children, 

and thanks to Martin Hamblin we were able to see the 

illustrations of the Seniors book whilst Charlotte read it to us. 

Unfortunately the Brigaders book with it’s hand draw pictures 

was not able to be projected. 

 

 

Girls’ Brigade News 



17 The awards were as follows:- 

 

Explorers 
 Uniform  

  Joint 1st - Julia and Lizzie 

 Attendance  

  1st place - Lizzie 

  Joint 2nd place - Julia and Amelia 

 

Juniors 
 Uniform & Attendance 1st place -  Sophie 

 

Seniors and Brigaders  
 Attendance 

  Joint 1st Chloe and Anne-Marie 

  2nd place Alyssia 

 Uniform 

  1st place - Anne-Marie 

  2nd place – Chloe 

 

Well done to all the girls and to Sue for her Commissioning.  We 

all would like to thank you all in the church for the support you 

give, and especially those who came to watch the display. 

 

Thank you to Martin Legg for agreeing to be District Chaplain 

and for doing the district parade service.   I think as officers we 

need to have a serious discussion on the timing of District 

Parade, and the Awards Evening. 

 

Next month I will tell you we have planned for camp this summer. 

Those who came to the awards evening will have an idea! 

Lynda Cook 



18 Wordsearch 

The story of Pentecost is found in Acts 2.  AKer the Ascension of Jesus, the 

disciples had obeyed his command to stay in Jerusalem and to ‘wait for the 

promise from the Father’.  Jesus said this would be the ‘bap7sm of the Holy 

Spirit’, but the disciples had no idea what that meant.  They soon found out!  

Acts tells us that at about 9 o’clock one morning, a sound like a rushing wind 

from heaven suddenly filled the house, and divided tongues as if of fire rest-

ed on each one of them.  The Holy Spirit had come down and filled them 

with his divine power!   Praise, preaching and witnessing followed that 

morning – and the Church was born. 

 

pentcost  trinity  jerusalem disciples praying 

tongues  power high  fires  flames 

languages  praise  drunk  wine  nine  

morning  glory  wai7ng place  wind 

father 
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BHPBHPBHPBHP    URCURCURCURC    
Monday 6.15pm    Boys' Brigade Junior Sec7on 
 

  7:30pm Boys' Brigade (Company Sec7on) 
 

 8:00pm Book Club (1st or 2nd Monday) 

 

Tuesday 8:00pm Housegroup (2nd & 4th Tuesday) 

 

Wednesday  6:15pm Girls' Brigade Explorers & Juniors 
 

 7:40pm Girls' Brigade Seniors & Brigaders 

 

Thursday  7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Company Sec7on circuit training 

(when advised) 

 

Friday 9:30am Prayers in the Junior Room 
 

 10:00am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

   6:00pm Boys' Brigade Anchor Boys 

 
   7:30pm TwS@bhpurc 

 

Sunday  10:30am Worship with groups for children and young 

people (Communion 1st Sunday) 
 

   5:30pm Second Sunday Service (2nd Sunday) 


