
1 

 

Secretary   Sylvia Page   020 8366 7481 

Office:        020 8366 5526 

Bush Hill Park United Reformed Church 

25 Main Avenue, Enfield EN1 1DJ 
www.bhpurc.org.uk 

NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter    

 



2 

Serving EldersServing EldersServing EldersServing Elders    
(with areas of special responsibility) 

 

 

Andrew Caddies   020 8363 0844 

 

Lynda Cook    020 8360 5112 

 

Mar7n Hamblin (Treasurer) 020 8363 0974 

 

Sylvia Page (Secretary)  020 8366 7481 

 

Where  an Elder is listed with special responsibility for an area, 

please contact them first if your ques7on relates to that area. 

The Bush Hill Park URC Newsle�er is published monthly on the last Sunday of the 

month.  Please note that the views expressed in this newsle�er are not 

necessarily the views of the whole fellowship or representa#ve of church policy. 

Have you seen the news on the Church Internet site?  Check it out at 

www.bhpurc.org.uk/news.htm 

 

Next Newsle	er 

The next edi7on of the newsle=er will be published on Sunday 26th 

October. All material for inclusion should be placed in the folder in the 

church lounge (or e-mailed to newsle	er@bhpurc.org.uk) by Sunday 

12th October. 

 

Please note that late contribu ons may be held over. 

Editor: Lisa Hamblin, 130 Clive Road, Enfield EN1 1RF 



3 I am intrigued by the way in which the ‘selfie’ has become so 

popular. A few days ago on a local train journey I saw three young women 

unselfconsciously using their mobile phones as if they were hand mirrors for 

personal grooming, and then taking photographs of themselves in various 

poses without concern for the watching audience of fellow travellers. Their 

public posturing, no doubt, made them instant media stars as their efforts 

winged their way to their social media page, rather than just finding a place 

in some dusty half-forgo=en family album.   

An expert on social media has said 

that the "selfie is revolu7onising the 

way we gather autobiographical 

informa7on about ourselves and 

our friends…..it's about 

con7nuously rewri7ng yourself. … 

presen7ng yourself in the best way 

…”  

 

The self-portrait, on the other hand, 

has been one way in which painters 

have tradi7onally prac7sed their 

art, experimented with new 

techniques, or just saved 

themselves the cost of paying for a 

model. Rembrandt painted himself 

many 7mes for the reasons already 

stated, and the results show how 

his face reflects his life experience 

and inner development.  

 

On holiday recently we saw an 

exhibi7on of pain7ngs by L.S. Lowry 

(famous for his ‘match s7ck men’ in 

pain7ngs of urban scenes in 

Pendlebury and Salford in the North 

West of England). Lowry also knew 

and loved Berwick-on-Tweed, and 

painted many pictures there of the 

sea and coastline.  Among other 

such pain7ngs in the exhibi7on was 

one of a seascape with a single post 

s7cking out of it, en7tled ‘self-

portrait’. There was no sign of 

Lowry except (as the catalogue 

suggested) the extent to which it 

represented his loneliness and 

sense of dis7nc7veness from the 

world around him. 

 

Two things come to mind from 

these experiences: 

1) What does it mean for us to be a 

‘Church for all people’?  Whether 

we are the kind who would happily 

join in a corporate ‘selfie’ on a busy 

train, or we tend to be more 

introspec7ve and solitary, the 

church in its worship, learning and 

care is commi=ed to being a 

community that embraces 
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everybody. That ought to be a 

permanent item on our agendas. 

Are we achieving it? It goes beyond 

different personality types, of 

course. What does it mean for us to 

be part of a church commi=ed to 

maintaining Jesus’s wide embrace 

to all, as well as the challenging day

-to-day task of being a suppor7ve 

and learning community of disciples 

to one another?  

2) Whatever Lowry’s ‘self-portrait’ 

of a single post s7cking out of the 

sea meant to the ar7st, it can 

remind us as a Church of the 7mes 

we are called to stand out from the 

surrounding landscape as a beacon 

or helpful sign of faith and hope. 

We do it, of course, in many 

personal, unassuming and 

neighbourly ways, but there are 

also 7mes for ac7on together. Jesus 

referred to both when he spoke 

about the inner strength and outer 

tes7mony of those he called to be 

his first disciples:
  

 

‘You are the salt of the earth; but if 

salt has lost its taste, how can its 

sal#ness be restored? It is no longer 

good for anything, but is thrown out 

and trampled underfoot. 

‘You are the light of the world. A 

city built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15 

No one a.er ligh#ng a lamp puts 

it under the bushel basket, but on 

the lampstand, and it gives light to 

all in the house. (Ma�hew 5.13-15) 

 

We are not called to fame but to 

effec7veness as Jesus’ disciples – 

individually and together. By God’s 

grace, may we persevere and find 

new joy in it. 

   

God bless you  

 

Ray  
 
The Revd Ray Adams  



5 Smile Lines 
 

From medical records… 

On the second day, the knee was better and on the third day it 

had completely disappeared. 

 

The patient has been depressed ever since she began seeing me in 

1983. 

 

Discharge status: Alive but without permission. 

 

She slipped on the ice in early December and her legs went in 

separate directions. 

 

The patient was released to the outpatient department without 

dressing. 

 

She is numb from the toes down. 

 
Source: Grove Jokes of the month 

 

 

Don’t mention it 

As part of his talk at a banquet, our minister told some jokes and a 

few funny stories. Since he planned to use the same anecdotes at 

a meeting the next day, he asked reporters covering the event not 

to include them in their articles. 

 

Reading the paper the following morning, he noticed that one well-

meaning cub reporter had ended his story on the banquet with the 

observation "The minister told a number of stories that cannot be 

published." 
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Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News  
 

Special collec ons 
 

Thank you for your generosity for the special collec7ons recently, we have 

raised the following amounts for different chari7es: 

 

 Chris7an Aid (Emergency Appeal for Iraq and Gaza) - £70 
 

 Mul7ple sclerosis (in memory of Doreen Bamberger) - £250 
 

 Beyond Ourselves (in memory of Forbes Mukeya Mwenya) - £425 
 

 Chris7an Aid (Harvest Appeal for South Sudan) - £150 

 

 

 

Free on a Friday morning?  
 

Why not join Morning Prayers at 9:30am and then stay to help at Baby and 

Toddlers from 10am. 

 

New faces always welcome - stay as long as you can. 

 

 

Newsle	er by email 
 

Would you like to receive this newsle=er by email?  You can, simply email 

newsle=er@bhpurc.org.uk with the email address you’d like us to send it to.  

Alterna7vely you can always find the latest newsle=er online at 

www.bhpurc.org.uk/newsle=er.  If you no longer require a copy delivered to 

your house please let the editor know, contact details on page 2.  Thanks. 
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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 7 to 14 October 2015 
 

Psalm 122:1-2 I was glad for the sugges#on of going to Jerusalem, to the 

Temple of the Lord. Now we are standing here inside the crowded city. 

(TLB) 

 

Jerusalem has been a place of pilgrimage for thousands of years and 

today it is a must for many Chris7ans, Jews and Muslims. A Holy Land 

Pilgrimage is a life-changing experience. You will never be quite the same 

again. Every 7me you hear Bible readings and sing hymns and songs you 

will immediately be transported back to Bethlehem, Galilee, Nazareth 

and Jerusalem. 

 

Expect to be renewed spiritually by visi7ng the places where Jesus 

walked, talked and healed. To celebrate Communion and pray together 

beside the Sea of Galilee and in the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem are 

powerful and moving experiences.  

 

Chris7ans s7ll live in the Holy Land today and we will visit two Chris7an 

projects in the Pales7nian Territory run by local Chris7ans (Bethany and 

Bethlehem) and worship with local Chris7ans at St Georges Cathedral 

where the service will be in both English and Arabic. In addi7on we will 

travel through Biblical Samaria and encounter the Crusaders at the 

Crusader capitol of Acre (Acco). 

 

For a brochure please contact me (with your name and address so I can 

post a brochure): 

Email: david@thehamblins.org.uk 

Phone: 01270 625789 

Text: 07940754221 

If a group of you are interested in joining the pilgrimage I am very willing 

to visit. 

 

Revd.David Hamblin 



8 The Great English Quiz 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7pm Saturday 18th October 2014 

 

Family Quiz Fundraising event to raise funds  

for building projects at Bush Hill Park  

United Reformed Church in Enfield.  

Serving the community since 1887 

 

Tickets s7ll only £5.00 each  

no increase since last quiz night! 

 

Please Call on 07956 914526  

or see Anthony Rensch for 7ckets. 
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DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary        
OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober    
    

See also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activities    
The diary is also online at www.bhpurc.org.uk/calendar 

Sun 5th 10:30am Enrolment Parade with Chris7ne Hall 

Sun 12th 10:30am 

5:30pm 

Communion with Mar7n Hamblin 

Second Sunday Reflec7on 

Mon 13th 8:00pm Book Club, in the quiet room at church 

Sat 18th 7:00pm The Great English Quiz., in our church 

Sun 19th 10:30am Morning Worship with Michaela Lawrence 

Sun 26th 10:30am Morning Worship with Ray PeTpher 

Fri 10th 7:00pm A Life that Ma=ers, Enfield Bap7st Church 
(see page 14 for more details) 

Tues 28th 8:00pm Prayer course - Perseverance ‘Your will be 

done’.  (See page 17 for more details) 

Tues 14th 8:00pm Prayer course - Intercession ‘Your Kingdom 

come’.  (See page 17 for more details) 

Fri 31st From 1pm Blood dona7ons in the church hall (See 

www.blood.co.uk for more details) 

Next newsletter deadline  
Sunday 12th October 
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PRAYER PLAN  
 OCTOBER 2014 

 

That’s why only someone who has God’s 

Spirit can understand spiritual blessings. 

Anyone who doesn’t have God’s Spirit  

thinks these blessings are foolish. 
 

1 Corinthians 2:14 CEV 

Wednesday 1st 
Erminside  

Thursday 2nd 
Staff and pupils at Lea Valley 

High School  

Friday 3rd 
Children who care for a family 

member  

Saturday 4th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 5th 
Thanks for carers and those 

helping people to stay in their 

own homes  

 

Monday 6th 
Evelyn & Fred Rolph 

Tuesday 7th 
For our Chancellor of the Ex-

chequer  

Wednesday 8th 
Falmer Road  

Thursday 9th 
Staff and pupils at Aylward 

Academy  

Friday 10th 
Karam, our sponsored child in 

Bethlehem  

Saturday 11th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 12th 
Thanks for those who faithfully 

a=end our church services 

week by week  
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Monday 13th 
Alan & Angela Rushbrook 

Tuesday 14th 
For the Leader of the House of 

Lords  

Wednesday 15th 
First Avenue  

Thursday 16th 
Staff and pupils at Oasis Acade-

my Hadley  

Friday 17th 
For the future of our church 

and fellowship  

Saturday 18th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 19th 
Thanks for all the benefits we 

enjoy living in England  

 

Monday 20th 
Mavis Seligmann 

Tuesday 21st 
The United Na7ons and their 

work as peacekeepers  

Wednesday 22nd 
Firs Park Avenue  

Thursday 23rd 
Staff and pupils at Latymer 

School  

 

 

Friday 24th 
Ruth, our sponsored child in 

Zambia  

Saturday 25th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 26th 
Be joyful in hope and faithful in 

prayer giving thanks to God for 

his blessings  

 

Monday 27th 
Joyce Smith 

Tuesday 28th 
For our Prime Minister  

Wednesday 29th 
Fotheringham Road  

Thursday 30th 
Staff and pupils at Kingsmead 

School  

Friday 31st 
Those suffering from cancer 

and the chari7es who seek to 

find a cure  

 



12 Book Club 
 

Fairfield Hall 

Margaret Dickinson 

 

This was a very ‘light’ summer read.  

Some of our members were 

exasperated with the ‘goodies’ and 

the ‘baddies’ alike, so type-cast.  

Others quite liked the ‘different’ 

interpreta7on of the horrible Lord of 

the Manor and his new bride who 

did so much for the sad rock-bo=om 

community she was moved into on 

her marriage.  Lincolnshire 

countryside and village life was well-

portrayed.  

 

Feeling we must get our teeth into 

something heavier, we will be 

reading ‘Middlemarch’ by George 

Eliot for the October mee7ng on 

the second Monday, 13th. 

 

Sylvia Page 



13 Horror in Iraq as Chris ans and other religious 

minori es face suffering and death 
 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Jus7n Welby, has recently spoken out about 

the situa7on in Iraq. He said: 

 

“The horrific events in Iraq rightly call our a=en7on and sorrow yet again. 

Chris7ans and other religious minori7es are being killed and face terrible 

suffering. 

 

“What we are seeing in Iraq violates brutally people’s right to freedom of 

religion and belief, as set out under Ar7cle 18 of the Universal Declara7on of 

Human Rights. It is extremely important that aid efforts are supported and 

that those who have been displaced are able to find safety. I believe that, 

like France, the United Kingdom’s doors should be open to refugees, as they 

have been throughout history. 

 

“The interna7onal community must document human rights abuses being 

commi=ed in northern Iraq so that future prosecu7ons can take place. It is 

important and necessary for the interna7onal community to challenge the 

culture of impunity which has allowed these atroci7es to take place. 

 

“With the world’s a=en7on on the plight of those in Iraq, we must not 

forget that this is part of an evil pa=ern around the world where Chris7ans 

and other minori7es are being killed and persecuted for their faith. Only 

recently I received an email from a friend in Northern Nigeria about an 

appalling a=ack on a village, where Chris7ans were killed because of their 

faith in Jesus Christ. Such horrific stories have become depressingly familiar 

in countries around the world, including Syria, South Sudan and the Central 

African Republic. 

 

“We must con7nue to cry to God for peace and jus7ce and security 

throughout the world. Those suffering such appalling treatment in Iraq are 

especially in my prayers at this 7me.” 
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A Life That Ma	ers  
 

An invita7on to a night of top-class entertainment and a chance to explore 

what a Life that Ma=ers looks like with Andrew Palau and live music from: 

 

 Tabitha Webb (Lead signer in Les Mis and Phantom of the Opera) 

 J Marie Cooper (from the Voice) 

 Daughters of Davis 

 The Rebirth Dance Network 

 Noel Robinson  

 

This is an evening to be entertained and challenged as we explore what is 'A 

Life That Ma=ers?'  

 

This will be a fantas7c opportunity for you and your church to invite your 

non-Chris7an friends to an event aimed at presen7ng the Gospel in a 

relatable and entertaining way. We encourage you to start thinking about 

who you would like to invite and to be praying for them in the build-up to 

the events. We promise you won't be disappointed! 

 

10th October - Doors Open 7pm 

Enfield Bap7st Church 

Cecil Rd, Enfield, EN2 6TG 

 

Organised by local churches and Sublime in partnership with Scripture 

Union, Urban Saints and Beyond Ourselves. 

 

To get your free 7ckets go to  www.sublime.uk.com/index.php/tabernacle-

4/life-that-ma=ers/altm-enfield 



15 Thank you, Dr Luke! 
 

‘Ma=hew, Mark, Luke and John, bless the bed that I lie on’ - my grandma 

taught me that one. At least it meant I never forgot the names of the writers 

of the four Gospels. This month Luke, the writer of the third of them, has his 

feast day – 18th October. 
 

He was, we learn from the le=ers of St Paul, a ‘physician’ - an educated man 

and probably the only one of the writers of the New Testament who was not 

a Jew. In modern terms he was Turkish. Paul took him as one of his mission-

ary team on a long journey around the Middle East, and they clearly became 

close friends. Under house arrest later in his life Paul could write, ‘only Luke 

is with me’. 
 

However, it is his Gospel which has established him as a major figure in the 

history of the Chris7an Church. Mark’s Gospel may have more drama, 

Ma=hew’s more prophe7c background and John’s a more profound sense of 

the mystery of the divine, but Luke offers us a Jesus who is u=erly and be-

lievably real. This man turned no one away, reserved his harshest words for 

hypocrites and religious grandees, cared for the marginalised, the poor, the 

persecuted, the handicapped and the sinful. His Gospel is full of people we 

can recognise - indeed, in whom we can oZen recognise ourselves. 
 

He was also a masterly story-teller. Try, for instance, the story of the Prodigal 

Son (Luke 15:11-32). Read it (this 7me) not as a sacred text but as a brilliant 

piece of story-telling: subtle repe77ons (‘your son, this brother of yours’), 

believable characters, drama and profound emo7on. There is the older 

brother, so cynical about his sibling’s alleged reforma7on, the ‘prodigal’ him-

self, so hesitant about throwing himself on his father’s mercy aZer the folly 

of his earlier behaviour, and there is the father, of course, abandoning the 

dignity of his role in the family and actually running to welcome his wretched 

son’s return. 
 

There are more women in Luke’s Gospel than in any of the others, but also 

more poor people, more lepers, more ‘sinners’ and tax-collectors, more 

‘outsiders’ who are shown to be ‘inside’ the love of Christ. This, for many of 

us, is the great Gospel of inclusion and compassion. Here is a Jesus for the 

whole world and for every one of us. Thank you, Dr Luke! 

By David Winter 



16 URC General assembly 
Below are some excerpts of news from the United Reformed Church 

General Assembly, which was held in July 2014.  Full details of these 

news items can be found on the URC website at www.urc.org.uk. 

 

Moderator John Ellis used his Assembly address to tackle three key 

themes: the importance of a relationship with God, of the need for 

Christians to work visibly together and need for a new evangelism. 

 

Following a discussion on the marriage of same-sex couples, A clear 

majority of members of Assembly expressed the view that local 

congregations should be permitted to offer same-sex marriage to those 

who seek that opportunity. However, because our decision-making 

process is based on the seeking of full consensus, Assembly was unable to 

reach agreement.  

 

The United Reformed Church General Assembly applauded its jubilee 

ministers: One person celebrating 70 years of ordained ministry (the 

Revd Philip Eastman), 17 people celebrating 60 years and 44 people 

celebrating 50 years. 

 

The Faith in Foodbanks? resource pack produced by  

the Joint Public Issues Team was unanimously commended to churches by 

Assembly. To download the pack, visit: www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/ 

Faithinfoodbanks. 

 

Resolution 10 proposing a “green shoots fund” to help provide financial 

support for ministerial training was withdrawn so that it could be worked 

on further. 

 

General Assembly committed the URC to raising awareness of mental ill 

health issues, providing adequate training, and working towards ending 

the stigma of mental ill health 



17 House group - The Prayer Course 
 

At house group we’re following The  Prayer Course, a study from the 

creators of Alpha.  It goes through the Lord’s Prayer and is designed to help 

your prayer life.  The sessions below are coming up, feel free to join us for 

just one or as many as you can make.  We meet at  Lisa & Mar7n’s house on 

the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month at 8pm.   

14th Oct Intercession.  Your Kingdom come. In this session we 

explore how to pray for others powerfully.  We also focus 

on Jesus - the ul7mate intercessor. 

28th Oct Perseverance.  Your will be done.  In this session we explore 

unanswered prayer, the importance of honesty and lament, 

and how to deal with areas of deep disappointment. 

11th Nov Listening.  Our daily bread.  In this session we learn how to 

discern the voice of God, and explore some exci7ng tools 

that can help us to engage with the bible. 

25th Nov Warfare.  Deliver us from evil.  In this session we explore 

our authority in Christ.  We learn how to use our freewill to 

create a landing pad for God's will, and how to resist 

'Principali7es and Powers' in prayer. 



18 Wordsearch 

HARVEST 

October brings us Harvest Thanksgiving, when we thank God for all the 

bounty of Crea7on.  If you ever doubt God’s generosity towards us, just 

stroll down the aisles of your local supermarket: they are groaning with food 

of a vast variety, of every colour, texture and taste that you can imagine.  

Our God is a hedonist when it comes to food - He could have provided just a 

few basic edible things for us to eat; instead, the choice seems endless.   But 

in the midst of all this bounty, take 7me to remember all the millions of peo-

ple worldwide who are starving this month, desperate for any kind of food.  

Before God in prayer, decide how much you can give this month to one of 

the many chari7es who are trying to help people in need, and be generous.    

 

October Harvest Thanksgiving bounty God 

crea7on generosity supermarket food  vast 

variety edible  choice  endless millions 

starving pray  give   chari7es  eat  

Help  desperate  
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BHPBHPBHPBHP    URCURCURCURC    
Monday 6.15pm    Boys' Brigade Junior Sec7on 
 

  7:30pm Boys' Brigade (Company Sec7on) 
 

 8:00pm Book Club (1st or 2nd Monday) 

 

Tuesday 8:00pm House group (2nd & 4th Tuesday) 

 

Wednesday  6:15pm Girls' Brigade Explorers & Juniors 
 

 7:40pm Girls' Brigade Seniors & Brigaders 

 

Thursday  7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Company Sec7on circuit training 

(when advised) 

 

Friday 9:30am Prayers in the Junior Room 
 

 10:00am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

   6:00pm Boys' Brigade Anchor Boys 

 
   7:30pm TwS@bhpurc 

 

Sunday  10:30am Worship with groups for children and young 

people (Communion 1st Sunday) 
 

   5:30pm Second Sunday Reflec7on (2nd Sunday) 


