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Serving EldersServing EldersServing EldersServing Elders    
(with areas of special responsibility) 

 

 

Andrew Caddies   020 8363 0844 

 

Lynda Cook    020 8360 5112 

 

Mar7n Hamblin (Treasurer) 020 8363 0974 

 

Sylvia Page (Secretary)  020 8366 7481 

 

Where  an Elder is listed with special responsibility for an area, 

please contact them first if your ques7on relates to that area. 

The Bush Hill Park URC Newsle�er is published monthly on the last Sunday of the 

month.  Please note that the views expressed in this newsle�er are not 

necessarily the views of the whole fellowship or representa#ve of church policy. 

Have you seen the news on the Church Internet site?  Check it out at 

www.bhpurc.org.uk/news.htm 

 

Next Newsle	er 

The next edi7on of the newsle=er will be published on Sunday 30th 

November. All material for inclusion should be placed in the folder in the 

church lounge (or e-mailed to newsle	er@bhpurc.org.uk) by Sunday 

16th November. 

 

Please note that late contribu!ons may be held over. 

Editor: Lisa Hamblin, 130 Clive Road, Enfield EN1 1RF 



3 I o-en go past a redundant church in the centre of Norwich called  

St Michael at Plea. The clock on its tower has the 

inscrip7on ‘Forget-me-not’, and I have oCen 

wondered what it refers to.  

Is it, like some of the medieval gravestones in 

the nearby cathedral, a ‘memento mori’ - a 

reminder to passers-by of their mortality, and 

that their 7me on earth is 7cking away?   

Or is it a well-placed sign to remind 

Norwich’s business community  

and shoppers that God is also 

concerned about the deals they  

spend so much of their 7me and 

energy transac7ng?  

 

In the bible, there are regular 

reminders to the people of Israel 

that being faithful to God involves 

remembering: ‘Bless the LORD, O 

my soul, and do not forget all his 

benefits’ (Psalm 103.2). How 

impoverished we are both when 

7me seems to take us over, or 

when the hours seem long, and life 

seems pointless and unfulfilled.   

 

There is, of course, a special 

connec7on every year between 

remembering and the month of 

November, and this year there have 

already been many special 

ceremonies and visual prompts as 

our na7on commemorates the start 

of the First World War. There can 

hardly be a more powerful 

reminder of that event than the sea 

of 888,246 ceramic poppies which 

have been installed in the moat 

around the Tower of London, and 

various chari7es devoted to 

assis7ng war veterans will benefit 

from money raised from the 

poppies on sale.  

 

The ques7on remains whether such 

remembering (important though it 

is to honour those who have died) 

makes us any more reflec7ve, or 

changes our behaviour and 

aGtudes?  It is of value when it is 

reinforced by a commitment to new 

ways of addressing the seemingly 

intractable problems of conflict in 

the world.  

 

We all need ‘forget-me-not’ signs 

around us to affirm the things we 

value especially when we are under 

pressure or feel worried – they may 

be family photos, or that cherished 

blob of clay kept for years because 

it was a son or daughter’s first 

efforts at crea7ve art. It may be a 

wedding ring or a le=er of 
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encouragement or praise. Each has 

its value and each has its 

strengthening memory. In church, 

our ‘forget-me-not’ sign may be the 

communion chalice and plate, a 

broken loaf, a coffee cup, a meal 

together, or a cherished 

conversa7on  –  things that remind 

us of our communion with God, our 

common purpose, and the way we 

can be ‘of Christ’ to one another.   

 

As some of us are called on to care 

for rela7ves or friends who have 

lost the capacity to remember or 

make the connec7on between sign 

and memory, our personal 

‘embodiment’ of God’s grace, love 

and hope can make a vital 

connec7on for them: our care can 

become a living link between what 

they have been and the con7nuing 

hope and presence of God in their 

lives.  

 

Chris7an faith and prac7ce is never 

a private ma=er, but (inten7onally 

or not) our lives become a public 

statement that in Christ we are 

being drawn to the kind of grace-

filled life which is God’s giC and 

inten7on for us all.  

 

St Michael at Plea is technically a 

‘redundant’ Church – having existed 

longer as a building than its 

worshipping community required. 

Yet it would be more accurate to 

call it  a ‘recycled’ church, in that it 

has been a Chris7an Book Shop and 

Café for about 20 years, and 

arguably offers a more living and 

effec7ve witness to people in the 

city centre than it would have done 

by remaining as one more historic 

church among so many in the 

neighbourhood.   

 

There are many ways, therefore, in 

which we can respond to the ‘forget

-me-not’ message on the clock, and 

I am one of those who benefits 

from somebody’s vision of making 

that Church a place that feeds the 

minds and bodies of those who pass 

by.   

 

And what of us?  

 

God bless you. 

 

Ray  
 

The Revd Ray Adams  



5 Smile Lines 
 

How well do you know your spouse? 
At a seminar on Marriage, the minister was stressing how essential 
it is that couples discern what is important to their partner. He 
challenged the men: “Can you even name your wife’s favourite 
flower?” Baffled silence followed, until one husband nudged his 
wife with a hopeful smile and hazarded: “It’s MacDougal’s Self-
Raising, right?” 
 

God bless 
Thora Hird told this story on a BBC1 programme ‘Praise Be’ about a 
little girl saying her prayers: “God bless Mummy, God bless Daddy, 
God bless my brother Tommy, God bless Granny – and God look 
after yourself, ‘cos if anything happens to you, we’ve had it!” 
 

Rude parrot 
A minister had been left a parrot in the Will of a member of his 
congregation, and soon regretted it: the bird was very rude to 
anyone in the congregation who dropped by the parsonage. Finally 
in exasperation the minister warned the parrot he would take 
drastic action if he did not behave. When the parrot reduced the 
next visitor to tears, the minister grabbed him and stuffed him 
into the fridge for five minutes while he apologised to the visitor, 
and saw her out. 
 

When he took the parrot out five minutes later, the bird was 
transformed. ‘I am just so sorry. I was completely out of order. I 
promise I will never be rude to anyone again.’ The minister was 
happily astonished, and put the bird back into his cage. He was 
about to go back to work when the parrot coughed politely and 
ventured: “Mind if I ask something? When I was in the fridge just 
now, I wondered: what had that chicken done?” 
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Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News  

The Great English Quiz, Saturday 18th October 
 

Thank you again to all those who came and joined us, in tas7ng cheese and 

stretching the grey ma=er. It was a close fought contest with jovial friendly 

compe77on and absolutely no arguing with the judges. (beer) I hope you all 

had a great 7me learned some useful 

informa7on, like for example Jones' 

catchphrase 'Don't Panic'. We raised 

£175.00. and I would like to thank Ra-

chel, Toni and Stephen for their help on 

the night, and thank you for all those 

who stayed and helped 7dy up. 

Anthony Rensch 

 

 

Book Club 
 

'Middlemarch'  by George Eliot  

 

This was abandoned by us all as being far too 

wordy.  We realised in discussion that ladies of 

that era had 7me to spend on five pages of 

reading when in today's society we would have 

taken a paragraph.   

 

For November month we are reading 'The 

Warning Bell' by T D Griggs; a crime thriller set 

between the UK and France. 

 

Sylvia Page 



7 As Advent begins…  

create your own Christmas decora!ons 
 

A natural remedy for fes7ve fever has been prepared by the Chris7an 

conserva7on charity A Rocha UK – in the form of an eco-friendly online 

Advent calendar. It offers daily doses of environmental advice on everything 

from Christmas trees to the dras7c plas7c of shop-bought decora7ons. 

 

Each calendar window opens on a prac7cal plan to soothe the stress on both 

pocket and planet. The online Advent calendar will be available at –  

h=p://arocha.org.uk/advent – from 1st December. 

 

A Rocha UK recommend avoiding the ‘dras7c plas7c’ of shop-bought 

Christmas decora7ons. Instead, it encourages you to make your own. Ideas 

to get you started include making a stunning candle holder by cleaning out 

an empty jar of chocolate spread and s7cking threads of beads on it. (Buy 

them in a material shop.) Tie a discreet bow of hessian thread around the 

top. Or why not make tree decora7ons from off-cuts of wood from the 

bargain bin of a local building store, then paint them? 

 

Those are just for starters. Feel free to share your own crea7ons on A Rocha 

UK’s group Facebook page, or Tweet @ARochaUK, using #arukadvent. 

 

(Adapted from A Rocha UK’s new fes7ve resource, their online Advent calendar. 

Available from 1st December at h=p://arocha.org.uk/advent. You can sign up for 

reminders on Facebook and Twi=er. A Rocha UK is a Chris7an charity working for 

the protec7on and restora7on of the natural world. Photo: Toria/Shu=erstock) 
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When you think of giCs at Christmas, do you associate them with last 

minute shopping sprees, Santa, or the three wise men? What about a cave, 

a field or a song?  

 

In the midst of the consumerist hum we invite you to stop and reflect on the 

Christmas season in a wholly different new way, with Stewardship's free 

Advent Wonder email series.  

 

Join us as we unwrap the alterna7ve giCs of the season, and explore our 

own capacity for generosity at Christmas and beyond.  

 

Each Monday and Friday throughout December 2014 we'll send you a new 

‘giC’ to ponder and share.  

 

Create some space. Join us in a journey of Wonder.  

 

Go to www.stewardship.org.uk/advent to sign up. 
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DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary        
NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    
    
See also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activities    
The diary is also online at www.bhpurc.org.uk/calendar 

Sun 2nd 10:30am Communion with Paul Ashitey followed by 

church mee7ng 

Sun 9th 10:30am 

 

5:30pm 

Remembrance Parade led by the elders 

and the brigades 

Second Sunday Reflec7on 

Sun 16th 10:30am Morning Worship with Sylvia Page 

Sun 23rd 10:30am Morning Worship with Ray PeGpher 

Sun 30th 10:30am Morning Worship with Patrick Coleman 

Thur 20th 7:30pm Church Mee7ng 

Next newsletter deadline  
Sunday 16th November 
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PRAYER PLAN  
 NOVEMBER 2014 

 

You obey the law of Christ when you  

offer each other a helping hand. 

 

Galatians 6:2 

Saturday 1st 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 2nd 
Thanks for those who entertain 

and enlighten us  

 

Monday 3rd 
Robert Stone 

Tuesday 4th 
Persecuted church in Laos  

Wednesday 5th 
Haileybury Avenue  

Thursday 6th 
Leadership & Congrega7on of 

Bush Hill Park United Reformed 

Church  

 

Friday 7th 
Karam, our sponsored child in 

Bethlehem  

 

Saturday 8th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 9th 
Thanks for all those who give 

their 7me and support to our 

organisa7ons and to help in 

our community  

 

Monday 10th 
Sue & Graham Stubbs 

Tuesday 11th 
Persecuted church in North Ko-

rea  
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Wednesday 12th 
Harman Road  

Thursday 13th 
Leadership & Congrega7on of 

Enfield Bap7st Church  

Friday 14th 
New believers to grow in their 

faith  

Saturday 15th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 16th 
Thanks for good health  

 

Monday 17th 
Vicky, Wayne, Jude, Owen & 

Tilly Thompson 

Tuesday 18th 
Persecuted church in Afghani-

stan  

Wednesday 19th 
Harrow Avenue  

Thursday 20th 
Leadership & Congrega7on of 

St Andrews Parish Church  

Friday 21st 
Children in care, that they 

would be fostered/adopted by 

a loving family  

Saturday 22nd 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 23rd 
Thanks for answered prayers  

 

Monday 24th 
Margaret Trevallion 

Tuesday 25th 

Persecuted church in Iran  

Wednesday 26th 
Hadrians Ride  

Thursday 27th 
Leadership & Congrega7on of 

St Marks Parish Church  

Friday 28th 
Children in care, that they 

would be fostered/adopted by 

a loving family  

Saturday 29th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 30th 
Give thanks for our homes & 

the shelter we have  
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Help Bush Hill Park  

United Reformed Church raise 

funds when you shop online! 

Please support us at:  

easyfundraising.org.uk/bhpurc 



13 How do we ‘Remember’  

what we’ve never known? 
 

This has been a year of ‘remembering’. Up and down the land, local events 

and na7onal commemora7ons have reminded us again and again of the 

Great War which cast such a dark shadow over Europe a hundred years ago 

- a shadow which spawned a second and equally destruc7ve conflict barely 

twenty years later. 
 

The problem with remembering is that in the end we can’t. What I mean is, 

we can’t remember what we’ve never experienced, whether that’s a song, a 

person or a place. Nor can we, in a literal sense, ‘remember’ events which 

happened before we were born. And that, in a nutshell, is the problem of 

having a Remembrance Sunday (as we do this and every year) or being 

urged to ‘remember’ those who died on the ba=lefield of Flanders and the 

Somme a century ago. I can, personally, remember my father, who was 

there, but I can’t possibly remember what he went through fourteen years 

before I was born. 
 

Yet oddly enough every Sunday millions of people all over the world go to 

church specifically to ‘remember’ an event that took place not a hundred 

but nearly two thousand years ago, the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

‘Do this’, he had said, ‘in remembrance of me’. And in his memory bread is 

broken and wine shared, exactly as he commanded, in order to evoke and 

represent the profound significance of what he did. We ‘remember’ not 

because we were there and saw if happen, but because (like the dark 

shadow of war) the event itself s7ll ma=ers, s7ll changes things, s7ll 

touches our lives. 
 

That kind of ‘remembering’ demands a response. We should not simply 

remember the horrors of two world wars as phenomena of the past, but as 

challenges to us to change the future. To remember and do nothing is not 

really to remember at all. True remembering changes us, and in changing us 

it may, please God, eventually change the world.  

Canon David Winter  
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It has been a long time since I have managed to actually meet the 
newsletter deadline, so there is quite a bit of catching up to be 
done. 
 

We will start with the end of our summer session first. At the end 
of July the long wait finally arrived and we all met on Saturday 
morning for . . . . . CAMP 2014. This year saw us return to White 
Cliff Bay on the Isle of Wight. 
 

The theme for this year’s camp was ‘Harry Potter’, so we had a 
vast range of characters from the films. We had Ron’s, Harrys, 
Draco and one Hermione, plus some witches and wizards and also 
Dobby. We all met at 6am on platform 9 ¾ ready to board the 
Hogwarts Express.  Once again the public on the ferry were very 
excited to see such good fancy dress. 
 

We arrived at our field by 11am and got straight to work, sorting 
everything out.  
 

Once everything was done, the fun could begin. You would be here 
for a week reading this, if I told you in detail about our week, so I 
will briefly tell you about some of the things we did all week.  We 
went to the beach a few times and had so much fun in the sea. The 
sea this year was the warmest I have ever experienced it at any 
camp. No blow-up boats were safe when Mr Ward did his torpedo 
impression!!! (We took 4 binges with us). The waves were also 
amazing this year, as was the sea weed throwing that took place. 
 

In our games field we were able to play Danish Rounder’s, Football 
competitions, and we also had two great Wallyball tournaments. 
 

Boys’ Brigade News 
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As I mentioned above, the theme for the week was Harry Potter, 
so Wednesday was known as Wizard Wednesday, and everyone 
wore their fancy dress for the whole day. Every part of the day 
was themed – so we played a large game of Quidditch in the 
morning. We had built a Quidditch pitch with the hoops at either 
end and all the lads had broom sticks. The game was played just 
like in the films (minus the actual flying – although I will come on 
to flying in a bit). The Bludgeons were the best bit (well for the 
staff anyway) as they were large water balloons that we hurled 
with catapults across the pitch, trying to hit the lads. 
 

After Quidditch we had planned a number of themed games, like 
potion classes, a chamber of secrets that the lads had to escape 
from and a magical eating challenge. Mr Rushbrook excelled 
himself this year with the random items he included. 
 

In the afternoon we held a beach parade (in fancy dress of 
course) which amused all the locals and then we held our Beach 
Olympics. Do I need to say that once again I was undefeated in the 
burpo drinking! 
 

In the evening the lads had broom stick flying lessons – we had 
rigged up a 100 meter zip wire from the top of the opposite field, 
down to the bottom! It’s amazing what can be assembled! After 
the flying lessons the lads visited the Three Broom Sticks for 
some Butter Beer (it tasted so good and if you want the recipe 
speak to Mr Ward). While the lads were enjoying the Butter Beer, 
news came across that someone had escaped from Ascaban and 
the dementors were out. So we quickly evacuated the lads onto the 
mini bus and took them for the final part of the Harry Potter 
theme day. They were all dropped off at the end of a forestry 
overgrown lane and told to make their way back to camp. They 
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each had 5 lives and were told not to get caught by dementors – 
now they had no idea that most of the staff were now dress up 
and lying in wait. Running around the downs, with cloaks on, wailing 
like a crazed beast, at the top of their voices must have looked so 
funny to any walkers. 
 

The next day we hired Bikes and cycled round the island (well it 
felt like that, but Mr Ward assures me it was only half the island). 
Joseph managed to ride into an invisible rock, and ended up with a 
spectacular knee injury.  
 

Other things that we did included feats of strength, where there 
were many tests of strength. We did large initiative puzzles and 
challenges, a foot rally, orienteering, the balloon game (involving 
very large and fragile water balloons). We set up a large water 
assault course in the field. We also did lots of night activities.  
The lunch time quiz this year was ‘The Chase’ and was very 
entertaining.  
 

The weather was exceptional this year, with fantastic sun 
everyday. This led to many water fights breaking out (usually 
started by myself). However, I am very disappointed to say that 
Mr Cutts managed to stay dry all week!  
 

All the boys were so well behaved and helped out when ever asked 
to. Everyone contributed and made camp very efficient and 
smooth. From the feedback I have had, all the boys and staff 
really enjoyed themselves and can’t wait ‘till next year.  
 

So we started back in September with everyone returning after 
the summer break. Monday nights are running similar to last year, 
with inspection and drill and then a 30 minute games session. 
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Then the boys have been split into 2 groups with one group 
currently working on making a promotion 2 minute film clip, to 
advertise the 2nd Enfield on the website. They have spent a few 
weeks filming interesting stuff and will then edit it all into a two 
minute clip.  The other group have been working on a short musical 
presentation. It was up to them to decided what to do and how to 
do it. After half term both groups will then swap.   
 
The groups then join together for the last 40 minutes of the 
evening, where they have started work on their Bronze D of E. For 
the last six weeks they have been learning all about Maps and 
route cards. After half term they will start a six week course on 
expedition cooking. It is hoped that we will be arranging some 
Sunday walks, where the lads can actually start to put what they 
have learnt with maps and compasses in to practise.  Most of the D 
of E boys are also helping out with Anchor Boys on a Friday or with 
Junior section on a Monday. 
 
Thursday circuit training has also started up again, with a regular 
six turning up each week to get fit. Mr Ward has also been running 
an hour’s brass band practise on Mondays beforehand, with lads 
regularly turning up. Some of these boys have also started 
attending a larger brass band practise on a Wednesday. 
 
The winter session is going very well, and the year is looking to be 
a very enjoyable and successful one. 
 
If you know anyone with a son who would like to join Anchor Boys, 
Junior Section or Company Section, please speak to a member of 
Brigade staff. 

Andrew Caddies - Company Secretary  



18 Wordsearch 

One of the most amazing sights in London this year has been the art installa-

7on 'Blood Swept Lands and Seas of Red' at the Tower of London. The dry 

moat has been filled with 888,246 ceramic poppies, each represen7ng a 

Bri7sh or Colonial soldier killed in the First World War and commemorated 

in this centenary year.  ‘In Flanders fields, the poppies grow between the 

crosses, row on row, that mark our places; and in the sky the larks, s7ll 

bravely singing, fly scarce heard amongst the guns below.’   This is the first 

stanza of John McCrae’s poem, first published in Punch magazine in 1915. 

Today, the poppy is a tangible symbol of all those who have sacrificed their 

lives in war.  

 

blood  swept  lands  seas  red 

Tower london dry  moat  ceramic  

poppies bri7sh colonial soldier killed 

first  world  war  flanders commemorated 

grow  mcrae  john  stanza punch   

larks  bravely  singing 
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BHPBHPBHPBHP    URCURCURCURC    
Monday 6.15pm    Boys' Brigade Junior Sec7on 
 

  7:30pm Boys' Brigade (Company Sec7on) 
 

 8:00pm Book Club (1st or 2nd Monday) 

 

Tuesday 8:00pm Housegroup (2nd & 4th Tuesday) 

 

Wednesday  6:15pm Girls' Brigade Explorers & Juniors 
 

 7:40pm Girls' Brigade Seniors & Brigaders 

 

Thursday  7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Company Sec7on circuit training 

(when advised) 

 

Friday 9:30am Prayers in the Junior Room 
 

 10:00am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

   6:00pm Boys' Brigade Anchor Boys 

 
   7:30pm TwS@bhpurc 

 

Sunday  10:30am Worship with groups for children and young 

people (Communion 1st Sunday) 
 

   5:30pm Second Sunday Reflec7on (2nd Sunday) 


