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The Bush Hill Park URC Newsle�er is published monthly on the last Sunday of the 

month.  Please note that the views expressed in this newsle�er are not 

necessarily the views of the whole fellowship or representa#ve of church policy. 

 

Next Newsle�er 

The next edion of the newsle�er will be published on Sunday 29th May. 

All material for inclusion should be emailed to 

newsle�er@bhpurc.org.uk) by Sunday 15th May. 

Serving EldersServing EldersServing EldersServing Elders 
 

Andrew Caddies   020 8363 0844 

 

Marn Hamblin (Treasurer) 020 8363 0974 

 

Sylvia Page (Secretary)  020 8366 7481 

 

John Vyse     020 8367 0362 

 

 

Where  an Elder is listed with special responsibility for an area, please 

contact them first if your queson relates to that area. 
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Fire! 
 

When I think back to my childhood, my memories are of 

playing outside. There seem to have been endless hours 

of roaming the neighbourhood with friends and siblings; 

of climbing trees, jumping creeks, imagining adventures 

and generally exploring nature and life.  

I remember one occasion when we 

had recently discovered the use of 

sunlight to make fire. A dangerous 

game which could have ended in 

disaster if it had not been for a fast 

acng older sister. With a piece of 

broken mirror we caught the sun 

and directed it onto a small pile of 

scraps of newspaper and dry twigs. 

When it caught fire with a sudden 

‘whoosh’ we all jumped back, 

surprised by the spreading heat and 

this power at our disposal.  

 

Li�le were we aware of the lack of 

rain that summer and as the flames 

started licking around, looking for 

fuel, we panicked. Lucky for us, one 

of the older ones decisively 

stamped out the flames and, just in 

me, stopped the fire geDng out of 

hand. Our laughing, cheering and 

pushing each other on the way 

home had much to do with our 

relief about an adventure ending 

well! 

 

Paul says that we, who know Jesus 

Christ, are like mirrors reflecng the 

glory of God (2 Cor. 3:18). As God 

gave himself to the world in Jesus, a 

veil was removed. God revealed the 

depth of his love and the power of 

his salvaon to us in the cross of 

Christ and by raising him from the 

dead.   

 

Gazing upon the holiness of such a 

God, contemplang his love and 

mercy, being exposed to so much 

goodness and grace will affect us. It 

changes us. Our lives will 

increasingly reflect the love of God 

as we are transformed into his 

image. Like li�le mirrors, catching 

God’s light and life and direcng it 

towards others.  

 

Who knows what kind of fire we 

might kindle as we do so? Or what 

places will be set ablaze? If it can 

happen by catching the sun in a 

man-made mirror, how much more 

will it be possible for cies to be set 

alight when we mirror the love of 

the Almighty in our communies? 
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As we move from Easter towards 

Pentecost, we remember God’s 

Holy Spirit being poured out - to 

empower people to boldly live and 

speak the good news about Jesus 

Christ. It is the same mighty Spirit 

which is, if you like, the ray of sun 

that catches us and bounces off us 

onto others. Therefore it is only by 

this Spirit that we receive courage 

and words to pray, speak and invite 

as partnering churches for the 

JustOne Emirates event next year. 

And it is with the help of the Holy 

Spirit that we can begin to engage 

with the subject of Natural 

Evangelism in small groups within 

the churches. Please keep an eye on 

the Newsle�ers in the coming 

months, as days and mes for 

discussion groups within the 

pastorate will be adversed. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Henriette  
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Smile Lines 
 
Barbershop evangelism 
 
There was a barber who felt he should share his faith with his 
customers more. So the next morning he decided: "Today I am 
going to witness to the first man that walks through my door."  
 
Soon after he opened his shop the first man came in for a shave. 
The barber sat him down and then fled to the back of the shop to 
pray. "God, please give me the wisdom to know just the right thing 
to say. Amen." Then the barber approached the man with his razor 
knife in hand. “Right then, sir... I presume you are ready to die?"  
 
 
Hearing 
 
A man went into a church and asked the vicar to pray for his 
hearing. Touched by his faith, the vicar agreed. “Kneel here,” he 
began in a loud voice. The man knelt, and the vicar placed a hand on 
each ear and bellowed a prayer. "I hope that will help," he finally 
shouted.  
 
"Well, I won't know for a while," the man replied. "It isn't until 
next month". 
 
 
Adam and Eve 
 
Adam and Eve had an ideal marriage. He didn't have to hear about 
all the men she could have married, and she didn't have to hear 
about the way his mother cooked. 
 
 
Happy 
 
Never miss an opportunity to make others happy, even if you have 
to leave them alone in order to do it. 
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Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News Here is the News  
Save the date 

 

On Tuesday 22nd November (2016) J.John is coming to Christ Church for an 

Evangelism Training Evening. This will be an evening to equip members of 

the congregaons in local churches to prepare them for JustOne Emirates. 

The evening will be from 7.30 - 9.00 pm. 

 

 

 

Prayer breakfast 

At the church meeng we decided to start 

praying more and so from May there will be 

a prayer breakfast on the 2nd Saturday of 

every month at 8.30am.  Dp come and share 

what you want to pray for your friends, your 

family and your church. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer at Elec'on Time 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We need your wisdom at this Elecon me. There are so many issues, so 

many voices clamouring for a�enon, clamouring for votes, clamouring for 

power. Thank you that you give your people a different sort of power, the 

power of your Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. Help us Lord to receive 

your Spirit, to listen to him, so that we make good decisions on Elecon Day 

- and every day of our lives. Thank you for the wonderful giN of your Spirit, 

In Jesus name. Amen. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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The kinds of church that grow 
 

While church decline is now an accepted fact, there is also an awareness 

that “growth is in the air”, and it is quite true that some churches are 

growing. There are three broad types, all important because they mostly 

involve people under the age of 40 (though the leadership may be older): 
 

Some are called “Fresh Expressions” or “Messy Church” which tend to be 

groups of people meeng informally, not always on a Sunday and not always 

in a church. They may meet in a school or village hall, and oNen include 

parents and children and increasingly grandparents. They invariably focus on 

fun for everyone, and food for everyone. For some who a�end, this is the 

only form of church they now go to and, for two-fiNhs, 41%, it is the only 

church they have ever a�ended! Such groups have been especially begun by 

Anglicans, Methodists and the Salvaon Army.  
 

Other churches are starng further congregaons which tend to be more 

formal, usually as independent churches. These church plants will oNen 

meet in a hall or school or in a church, usually at a different me from the 

main services, and thus can be more convenient for those who have jobs or 

other responsibilies on a Sunday morning. Some of these infant churches 

have quite robust congregaons. Size doesn’t seem to ma�er, but the age of 

the person leading the new congregaon generally is under 50. It is very 

hard work starng a church like this, and it requires much dedicated 

determinaon to keep going. Over the past 25 years some 9,000 such 

churches have been started in England.  
 

The third area of growth is simply an increasing Sunday congregaon. Larger 

churches seem be�er able to grow in this way than smaller churches, usually 

because they have more people to help do things a li�le differently Sunday 

by Sunday. The main reason for their growth is the quality of the preaching 

(so say 91% of newcomers to larger churches). Worship and Welcome are 

especially important here also.  
 

Does all this mean that the church overall is growing? Sadly no, it doesn’t, as 

some 7,000 church people die every week, across all denominaons, and the 

number of new people joining is collecvely probably only a fiNh of that 

number.  
 

Source: Various tables in UK Church Stascs No 2 2010-2020. 
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The unstoppable power unleashed at Pentecost 
 

Nine days aNer the Ascension of Jesus, and 49 days aNer his crucifixion, the 

Jews were doing what they always did this me of year, preparing for the 

Feast of Ingathering, or Harvest. It was held 50 days aNer the Passover, and 

with it, life in Israel looked set to return to normal, with Jesus well on the 

way to becoming just a memory. 
 

So no one paid any a�enon to a small group of Jesus’ disciples who had 

gathered in a house in Jerusalem. There were only about 120 of them, and 

they were quiet and kept to themselves. The Jews, if they thought about it at 

all, would have assumed they were sll grieving their lost leader. But the 

disciples, far from grieving Jesus’ death, were eagerly awaing for him to 

send them a present…. Though they did not understand exactly what it 

might be.  
 

All they knew was that Jesus was alive, and that before He had ascended to 

heaven, He had told them to go to Jerusalem and wait there together for 

“the giN my father has promised” (Acts 1:4) He had said: “stay in the city 

unl you have been clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) 
 

These disciples, though they did not know it then, were already acng as the 

future church – the ecclesia, which literally means ‘called-out ones’. For 

those disciples stuck together, together they waited for God’s blessing. 
 

As with them, so with us today: even though each conversion is intensely 

personal, we are not converted to be alone in our faith. Far from it! We are 

not saved to solitude, but to a life in the fellowship of the Church. Jesus has 

ordained that His followers, TOGETHER, be His family on earth, His witness 

to the world. 
 

But it has never been a family built on likeness – the believers in the house 

that day came from very different backgrounds – from right-wing 

conservaves (Ma�hew) to radical leN-wing zealots (Simon). There were 

some straight-forward fishermen and even women, for good measure. From 

the day of its birth, Jesus’ family would include all kinds of people who 

would find their unity in Him. 
 

The first thing the disciples did was to get down to the business of praying. 
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They did not try and unite themselves by long discussions with each other. It 

was the “joining together constantly in prayer” (verse 14) that brought them 

together.  
 

The 19th Century London pastor FB Meyer expressed well what awaited 

those disciples “The task that awaited that li�le group was one of 

unparalleled difficulty. …They were to disciple all naons, speaking different 

languages, sca�ered over the vast Roman Empire, which extended from the 

Atlanc to the Far East. … They were to substute Chrisanity for paganism, 

as the foundaon of a new type of civilizaon. …In fact, humanly speaking 

and without exaggeraon, it depended on that ny group of unknown and 

ordinary men and women, whether the Incarnaon and Death, the 

Resurrecon and Ascension, of the Son of God would obtain the audience 

and acceptance of mankind.”  
 

Today the Chrisan Church faces the same challenge – of making Christ 

known. We can do “business as usual” in our strength and by our resources. 

But great manifestaons of God’s saving, healing and restoring power come 

only as God’s people “stay for the Spirit” and “wait for the giN” as Jesus 

commanded (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4).  
 

Each of us would do well to “ask, seek and knock” for God’s fullness day by 

day, if we are to enjoy His full anoinng of power on our lives and ministry. 

We all ‘leak’, and need the connual in-filling that comes from abiding, 

persistent prayer.  
 

It was out of the context of prayer that this incipient church in Jerusalem 

was preparing for the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. For 

God’s fullness in our lives and awakening in our church today we must 

believe that He is able and willing to fulfill His highest purpose for us. He 

wants to give us His “good giNs,” namely, His Holy Spirit in fullness.  
 

That day in Jerusalem, when the Holy Spirit arrived in all His fullness, Peter 

stood up and preached the first ever Chrisan sermon to the astonished 

Jews in the city. So - the Jesus their rulers had crucified at Passover was not 

dead aNer all! That Jesus WAS the Messiah, and He was alive! 3,000 were 

converted that same day. In the power of the Spirit, the Church was born – 

and growing fast! 

Rev Roger Roberts 
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Saturday 21
st

 May at 7.30pm 

At: B.H.P. United Reformed Church 
 

Tickets £10  

(see Robin Ward or Chris Payne 07950 309634 ) 

 

 

 

North London Peoples Orchestra 

Mar'n and Lisa Hamblin 

2
nd

 Enfield Boys Brigade Brass Band 

Tubas in the moonlight (professional act) 

Plus more... 
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DiaryDiaryDiaryDiary        
MayMayMayMay    
    
See also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activitiesSee also Prayer pages, back cover for regular activities    
The diary is also online at www.bhpurc.org.uk/calendar 

Sun 1st 10:00am 

10:30am 

Prayers in the church 

Communion with Marn Hamblin 

Sun 8th 10:30am 

6:00pm 

Parade with Michaela Lawrence 

Sunday Evening Reflecon 

Sun 15th 10:30am Pentecost worship with Chrisne Hall 

Sun 22nd 10:30am 

1:00pm 

Worship with Rev Henrie�e Wennk 

BB Acvity aNernoon for families 

Sat 21st 7:30pm Raise the Roof concert 

Wed 25th 6:30pm Girls’ Brigade Awards evening 

Sun 29th 11:00am United Pastorate Service at Christ Church 

URC with Rev Henrie�e Wennk 

Next newsletter deadline  
Sunday 15th May 
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PRAYER PLAN  
 MAY 2016 

 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people,  

holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience. 

Colossians 3:12 

Sunday 1st 
Thanks for doctors and nurses 

who go to areas where the 

people have no access to 

health care  

 

Monday 2nd 
Judith Hughes 

Tuesday 3rd 
Kings Club  

Wednesday 4th 
Southbury Road  

Thursday 5th 
London Mayor elecons 

Friday 6th 
New believers to grow in their 

faith  

 

Saturday 7th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 8th 
Give thanks for Marriage  

 

Monday 9th 
Marn & Vivienne Legg 

Tuesday 10th 
Boys Brigade  

Wednesday 11th 
Third Avenue  

Thursday 12th 
Local Councillor for Bush Hill 

Park – Lee Chamberlain  

Friday 13th 
Karam, our sponsored child in 

Bethlehem  
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Saturday 14th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 15th 
Thanks for our service men & 

women  

 

Monday 16th 
Gertrude & Mwabi Mwenya 

Tuesday 17th 
Book Club  

Wednesday 18th 
Trinity Avenue  

Thursday 19th 
Local Councillor for Bush Hill 

Park – Erin Celebi  

Friday 20th 
For Henrie�e and the future of 

our church and fellowship  

Saturday 21st 

Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 22nd 
Give thanks for our elders  

 

Monday 23rd 
Marn, Charlo�e & Jessica 

McBride 

Tuesday 24th 
Girls Brigade  

Wednesday 25th 
Tweedy Close  

Thursday 26th 
Local Councillor for Bush Hill 

Park – Sarah Doyle  

Friday 27th 
Elijah, our sponsored child in 

Zambia 

Saturday 28th  
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 

the service tomorrow 

Sunday 29th 
Thanks for the small things 

people do to help us  

 

Monday 30th 
Arthur & Ivy Neate 

Tuesday  31st 

Friday morning prayer me  
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Book Club 
 

When Liz Hoole, a free-spirited liberal from 

the Midwest, marries into a conservave 

Quaker family, she knows that raising 

children in compliance with Quaker values 

will be challenging. Twenty-five years later, 

she sll feels like she’s falling short of 

expectaons. Fortunately, her faith and her 

friends in the small, rural North Carolina 

town of Cedar Branch keep her strong. 

 

ANer her best friend’s polically powerful 

father dies, Liz stumbles upon secrets from 

the past that threaten to unravel the current 

harmony in Cedar Branch, a town with a 

history of racial tension. As she researches 

more and eavesdrops on gossip at the 

Quaker Café, where everyone meets each morning, Liz soon discovers the 

truth about an injusce that she cannot 

reveal to anyone—not even her husband. 

 

Surrounded by a cast of richly drawn 

Southern characters, Liz learns that even 

good people can make bad choices. Now, 

she must decide whether she has the 

strength to bring a past wrong to light, 

despite the consequences.  

 

The next meeng is Monday 9th May at 

8pm.  We will have read Diamonds in the 

Dust by Beryl Ma�hews. 

 

Sylvia Page 
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With the EU Referendum  

(and other poli'cs) in mind… 
 

There are two sorts of problems in my life. The polical ones are insoluble 

and the economic ones are incomprehensible. Sir Alec Douglas-Home, 

former Prime Minister. 

 

As I interpret the President, we’re now at the end of the beginning of the 

upturn of the downturn. John F Kennedy when Senator 

 

I wouldn’t want to mislead you by doing other than saying however easy it 

would be for me to answer the queson you have asked, it is not fair for me 

to go further than I have. And I would not read too much into that. Ian 

McDonald, Ministry of Defence spokesman 1982 

 

Policians are not people who seek power in order to implement policies 

they think necessary. They are people who seek policies in order to a�ain 

power. Evelyn Waugh 

 

I claim not to have controlled events, but confess plainly that events have 

controlled me. Abraham Lincoln 

 

Their Europeanism is nothing but imperialism with an inferiority complex. 

Denis Healey, Labour polician, on the Conservave Party. 

 

Can we never extract the tapeworm of Europe from the brain of our 

countrymen? Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

Europe has…a sense of the mysterious and inexorable limits of life, a sense, 

in a word, of tragedy. James Baldwin 

 

The man who makes no mistakes does not normally make anything. Edward 

John Phelps  

 

The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing. 

Anon 
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Rotas 

 Door welcome Reader Tea & Coffee Flowers Sound room 

1st Kath Sylvia Jill GB  

8th Barbara Brigades Ivy & Jane John Robin & Lisa 

15th Alison Robin H Valerie Lisa Tony&Diann 

22nd Evelyn Sue Yvonne & Jill Sylvia  

If you can fill in the 

gaps above please 

put your name in the 

sheet on the wall in 

the lounge. 

 

If you would like to 

do any of the above 

but feel you’d need a 

li�le guidance first 

please talk to Lisa, 

she’ll make sure you 

find the right person.  

The sound room is 

easier than you think 

- go on, volunteer! 
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Free  
of charge 

For more info  
call: 

 07775 697 255 

Bush Hill Park United Reformed Church and Hall,  
Main Avenue, EN1 1DJ 

 
Children  from reception to year 9 are welcome. 

 
Come along and have a great time. There will be activities 
and food. Everyone is welcome – you don’t need to be a 

member to attend our fun day.  

 

Activities will include: 
 

Bungee run, bouncy castle, sumo suits, face painting, table tennis 
and craft activities to suit all ages. 

 

Various games and challenges (age appropriate), Lego station and 
there will be a story time for the younger children attending plus 

lots, lots more.  
 

Free Bar-be-cue at 1pm 
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Our Pilgrimage to The Holy Land 
 

On our final full day we first travelled to Capernaum, a ruined city beside the 

Sea of Galilee where Jesus was based for much of his teaching life.  The 

remains are well preserved and extensive.  It was here that Jesus healed 

Peter’s mother-in-law, healed the servant of the Centurion and raised Jairus’ 

daughter.  Jesus did not always return home during His ministry as He was 

usually travelling around.  When in Capernaum, He would stay at Peter’s 

family’s house.   
 

A modern church with 

beauful artwork has been 

built over this house.  This 

building is incredible!  I 

cannot talk about it without 

being overcome - it is so 

moving.  It is almost 

circular, the walls almost 

completely made of glass 

and looks from the outside 

like a flying saucer on a 

stalk.  To reach the church there is a flight of steps hanging in the air that 

gives you the impression that you really are entering a spaceship.  At the 

centre of the church there is large hole surrounded by a beauful guard rail.   

Looking down through the hole you can see the ruins of this house where 

Jesus stayed.  As the church is almost circular, everyone appears equally 

important - with Jesus at the centre.   
 

We then went to the Church of the Loaves and Fishes (Tabgha) built to 

commemorate Christ’s feeding of the 5,000 with the five loaves and two 

fishes.  Although the shoreline was pebbly and difficult to walk on, you could 

imagine the event that happened here some 2,000 years ago.   Following 

this, we celebrated Holy Communion on the shores of the Sea of Galilee – so 

very emoonal!  It was so calm and peaceful.   
 

We then made our way to the Mensa Chris (Christ’s Table) where Christ 

chose Peter to lead his disciples and where He appeared to them aNer his 

resurrecon.  
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Then on to visit the Convent of the Beatudes church and garden, 

overlooking the horseshoe-shaped head of the valley where Jesus preached 

his Sermon on the Mount.  You could imagine the crowds siDng around the 

top of the valley and when Jesus spoke from below, His voice would have 

travelled well without a microphone.   We enjoyed lunch at this convent 

where the fayre was, very appropriately, St Peter’s Fish!   
 

It had taken us a while to reach these areas and when asked about the 

distances involved, David told us that 20 miles a day was a usual distance to 

walk in those days. 
 

ANer lunch we had a drive on the other side of the lake, through a ferle 

valley, another check point with armed police, to Ein-Gev a Kibbutz on the 

shores of the lake. The Kibbutz was modern and obviously flourishing with 

many tourists and very smart facilies.  Here we embarked on a boat and 

sailed across a very calm Sea of Galilee stopping half way for a lovely service 

in which we remembered Christ slling the storm.  It was a great last day full 

of wonderful memories and it finished with another swim! 
 

On the day we leN Israel, we visited Caesarea and the beauful gardens at 

the Baha’i Temple in Haifa. 
 

Some thoughts:  As we travelled around, it was moving to see the difficules 

the people there face.  When Jesus saw Jerusalem, He wept and we feel He 

is weeping now for this area where there appears to be such unrest/no 

peace. 
 

We all agreed that the pilgrimage really brought the people of the Bible to 

life.   We had walked where Jesus walked and had seen the kind of lives the 

people then lived.  What memories we brought away with us!  Thank you, 

David! 
 

The good news is that David is thinking about another visit to the Holy Land 

in 2017 and is looking forward to hearing from people who might be 

interested.  Email: david@thehamblins.org.uk  
 

Lynda Lunn (High Cross Church,  Camberley) 
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Boys’ Brigade News 
During the Easter Holidays Mr Ward and myself took eight Senior lads 
away on the Easter Expedition trip to the Snowdonia National Park in 
Wales. Four of the lads had never done an expedition with us before and 
were also training for their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. 
 

The journey took five hours and we arrived at 7pm, at our base camp 
which we would call home for the next three days (well a small field at 
the rear of a farm). Once we arrived, the lads put up their 2 man tents, 
while Mr Ward and myself erected the superior staff tent, complete 
with inflatable spar, hot tub and heating (well that’s what we told the 
boys!). 
 

Once set up, the lads got to work on cooking their evening meal, which 
was chicken pasta. It’s a simple meal, but got them used to using the 
camping stove and preparing their own meals outside. 
 

That night the rain came just after we had retired to our tents for the 
night. After a hearty breakfast of porridge and the breakfast role, we 
set off on our first day of walking. The aim was to reach the ‘cantilever 
stone’. It was a hard walk but the weather was ok. As we started to gain 
height the wind picked up and was quite strong. So for our lunch stop we 
had to shelter behind a wall.  
 

We reached the ‘cantilever stone’ just after lunch and just before the 
cloud cover swept in from the north. There was also snow everywhere; 
making every direction you looked white. This was a good example to the 
lads on how quickly conditions can change, and also how disorientating it 
can become. They learnt very quickly to trust the compass as it’s never 
wrong. 
 

Day two saw us climb Snowdon, the UK’s 2nd highest peak. The route up 
was very scenic and also quite a challenge (I never said it would be easy). 
It was quite a task to get to the approach ridge, but we made it and 
stopped for lunch behind a very large pile of boulders. We had to share 
part of our lunch with some vary tame sea gulls. The peak was only 200 
meters above us, but it was about another hours climbing. 
 

The last section of the route we chose was the hardest part. Again, we 
were trekking through the cloud and there was a bitter wind. The wind 
chill effect was very apparent. After climbing over lots of rocks, the last 
20 meters was a snow covered section that we had to wade through. It 
was possibly at this point that I thought maybe I should not have worn 
shorts!! 
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Very soon we made it to a flat level, where we could rest a moment and 
have a hot cup of tea. Once we had restocked our energy, it was the last 
push to the very top. 
 

Annoyingly after all our hard work the view was obscured by the dense 
cloud we were in. Never mind. The achievement felt by the lads was 
great. Every one of them had conquered a personal goal or fear and they 
had made it. We went down a slightly easier route, which took in some 
fantastic views. 
 

On the morning that we were coming home, we took the lads to National 
White water Rafting centre, where they spent two hours being thrown 
around a seven person dingy, as they rushed down some awesome rapids. 
 

All in all it was a great trip and hopefully all the lads gained a great 
experience. 
 

Since we returned after Easter, we had been preparing for our Awards 
Night, which was held on Friday 22nd April. I will give you a full report in 
the next newsletter. 
 

On Monday 25th April we started our Summer Session. Our first activity 
was a massive game of Danish Rounders over the park, followed by a 
wacky game of Wolly Ball in the hall. We have loads planned for the 
session including trips to Quasar, Mega Bounce, Top Golf, Ice skating, a 
high ropes course, river activities and archery, as well as a session over in 
Whitewebbs doing a range of challenges, a football tournament, a foot 
rally, games in the hall and of course the Camp meeting.  
 

Yes that’s right; the long awaited 12 week countdown to camp has begun! 
(More on camp next month). 
 

Some important dates for your diary – On Saturday 21st May we are 
putting on a music concert that will celebrate the musical talent from the 
community. The night will be filled with a range of different types of 
music. I hope you will come enjoy the concert. Please see Mr Payne or Mr 
Ward for more information or for tickets. 
 

On Sunday 22nd May we will be holding an activity afternoon for all the 
young people (BB, GB, church) and their families to attend. We are also 
hoping that friends with young people also attend.  
 

The afternoon will consist of a large BBQ, a bouncy castle & inflatable 
bungee run plus inflatable sumo suits. There will be age appropriate craft 
stalls, face painting, table tennis. There will also be organised games in 
the hall during the day.  
 

If you want more information please see the flyer or speak to a member 
of staff.  

Andrew Caddies  
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Wordsearch 

The first Sunday in May is Rogaon Sunday.  This is when many parishes sll 

‘beat the bounds’.  Rogaon means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed 

and land. The pracce began with the Romans, who processed around the 

cornfields each Spring, singing and dancing, sacrificing animals, in order to get 

rid of evil.  About 465 AD the Western world was suffering from earthquake and 

storm.  Mamerus, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the pagan custom, ordered that 

prayers should be said in the ruined or neglected fields. Thus ‘beang the 

bounds’ became a Chrisan ceremonial.   It arrived in England early in the eighth 

century. Each Spring, led by the priest, a li�le party from the parish would set 

out with a Cross to trace the boundaries of the parish. They’d implore God to 

keep their corn and roots and boughs in good health, and bring them to harvest.   

In the days when maps were scarce, ‘beang the bounds’ helped remind 

everyone just where the boundaries were.  Do you know yours today? 

 

Sunday May  Rogaon  Beat  Bounds 

Asking Blessing Seed   Land  Romans 

 

Processed 

Cornfields 

Spring 

Earthquake 

Storm 

 

Prayer 

Cross 

Boundaries 

Crops 

Harvest 

maps 



23 



24 

 

BHPBHPBHPBHP    URCURCURCURC    
Monday 6.15pm    Boys' Brigade Junior Secon 
 

  7:30pm Boys' Brigade (Company Secon) 
 

 8:00pm Book Club (1st or 2nd Monday) 
 

Tuesday 8:00pm Housegroup (2nd & 4th Tuesday) 
 

Wednesday  9:30am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

 6:15pm Girls' Brigade Explorers & Juniors 
 

 7:40pm Girls' Brigade Seniors & Brigaders 
 

Thursday  7:30pm  Boys’ Brigade Company Secon circuit training 

(when advised) 
 

Friday 9:15am Prayers in the Hall, open from 9 for a chat first 
 

 9:30am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

   6:00pm Boys' Brigade Anchor Boys 
 

   7:30pm TwS@bhpurc 
 

Saturday  8:30am Prayer Breakfast (2nd Saturday) 
 

Sunday  10:00am Prayers (1st Sunday) 
 

  10:30am Worship with groups for children and young 

people (Communion 1st Sunday) 
 

  6:00pm Sunday Evening Reflecon (2nd Sunday) 


