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The Bush Hill Park URC Newsletter is published monthly on the last Sunday of the 
month.  Please note that the views expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the views of the whole fellowship or representative of church policy. 
 

Next Newsletter 
The next edition of the newsletter will be published on Sunday 29th April. 
All material for inclusion should be emailed to 
newsletter@bhpurc.org.uk) by Sunday 15th April. 

 
Serving Elders 
Diann Nicolaides  020 8292 1094  diann.nicolaides@bhpurc.org.uk 
John Vyse    020 8367 0362 john.vyse@bhpurc.org.uk 
Lynda Cook   07949 033 869 lynda.cook@bhpurc.org.uk 
Martin Hamblin     martin.hamblin@bhpurc.org.uk 
Robin Ward (Secretary) 07962 207 256  secretary@bhpurc.org.uk 
 
Youth activities 
Boys Brigade      bb@bhpurc.org.uk 
Girls Brigade      gb@bhpurc.org.uk 
 
Other activities 
Baby & Toddlers     toddlers@bhpurc.org.uk 
Book Club      bookclub@bhpurc.org.uk 
House Group      housegroup@bhpurc.org.uk 
 
Weekly news sheet     link@bhpurc.org.uk 
Hall & Room bookings    office@bhpurc.org.uk 

Who to contact 
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This year is an unusual one in that we have two ‘double dates’.  Both 
Ash Wednesday and St Valentine’s Day fell on 14 February and Easter 
Sunday and April Fool’s Day are both on 1 April.  I read an article in a 
magazine recently which pointed out these facts and the writer, who 
obviously had a very wry sense of humour, made a suggestion for parents to 
celebrate the latter date.  The suggestion was to invite your children into the 
garden for an Easter Egg Hunt without having first hidden any eggs, thus 
celebrating Easter Sunday and April Fool’s Day in one fell swoop!   I don’t 
think any parent could be that mean.   

The reason for this dating issue is 
that Easter is a moveable feast.  
The dating of Easter is tied in with 
the phases of the moon.  Easter is 
always celebrated on the Sunday 
after the first full moon after the 
vernal equinox (21 March), which 
means that Easter has a 24 day 
period in which it can happen.    
 

The Easter Act 1928 suggested that 
Easter Sunday should always be the 
Sunday after the second Saturday 
in April, thus reducing the period it 
could take place from 9-15 April.  
Although this law was passed 
through Parliament it has still to be 
implemented ninety years later.  
There was some proviso about it 
being with the agreement of the 
Churches, so maybe that is where 
the stumbling block lies.  Whoever 
said that religion and politics don’t 
mix was not wrong!   
 

I have noticed in recent years that 
it has become increasingly difficult 
to buy Christian themed Easter 
cards.  There are lots with chicks, 

eggs, bunnies and spring flowers 
but very few with crosses and 
Christian messages on them.   
 

Another tradition that was special 
to Easter, that of hot cross buns, 
seems to have spread into the rest 
of the year too.  I’ve yet to see 
simnel cake at other times of the 
year though. 
 

Whenever and however we 
celebrate Easter each year, one 
thing will never change.  The real 
meaning of Easter, which can be 
summed up in two of the most 
famous Bible verses, John 3 v 16 & 
17: 
 

‘For God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in Him may 
not die but have eternal life.  For 
God did not send his Son into the 
world to be its judge, but to be its 
saviour’ 
 

Easter joy and blessings to you all, 
Laura Marlow 

Lancaster Road URC 



4 

When you mix children and religion... 
 
You get some unexpected gems. The following are extracts from 
religious exam papers... 
  
In the first book of the Bible, Guinness, God got tired of creating 
the world, so he took the Sabbath off. 
  
Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was 
Joan of Ark, because Noah built an ark. The animals came on in 
pears. 
  
The Jews are God's chosen people, but throughout history they've 
had trouble with unsympathetic Genitals. 
  
Moses led the Jews to the Red Sea, where they made unleavened 
bread which is bread without any ingredients. 
  
The Seventh Commandment is: Thou shalt not admit adultery. 
  
Moses died before he ever reached Canada.  
  
Solomon, one of David's sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 
  
Jesus enunciated the golden rule, which says do unto others 
before they do one to you. He also explained a man doth not live by 
sweat alone. 
  
The people who followed the Lord were called the twelve decibels. 
  
St Paul cavorted to Christianity down the Damascus Road. There 
he preached holy acrimony, which is another name for marriage. 

Smile Lines 
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Read us a Bible Story! 
Do you have any spare time in which you 
might visit your local primary school? Bible 
Society is looking for volunteers to help run 
their Open the Book scheme in schools across 
the country. In the UK, two out of five 
children have never had the Bible read to 
them. You could change that for your local 
children!  
  
More than 15,000 volunteer storytellers have already signed up, but many 
more are needed. To put it simply, if your local school does not yet have an 
Open the Book group, then you are needed. Details at: https://
www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/open-the-book/ 
 
Faith in Politics: new monthly podcast 
'Faith in Politics' has been called an 'exciting' new podcast series that 
features guests discussing topics from current affairs that link in with faith, 
has been launched by the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT). 
  
The podcast is aimed at JPIT's existing supporters and activists, but aims to 
also appeal to a younger audience, thanks to their increased engagement 
with current affairs and politics, and the accessibility of social media and 
podcasts. 
  
Those taking part in the podcasts are people who are living out a faith of 
some kind in public and political life. Guests will include the Co-Leader of the 
Green Party, Jonathan Bartley, Labour politicians, the Rt Hon Stephen Timms 
and Alan Milburn, and the Conservative politician and member of the House 
of Lords Baroness Sayeeda Warsi. 
 
 JPIT is supported by Baptists Together, the Church of Scotland, the 
Methodist Church, and the United Reformed Church. Visit: http://
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/podcast/ 

Here is the News 
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The American evangelist Billy Graham died in late 
February. Here we look back on some of his notable 
quotes… 
 
I've read the last page of the Bible, it's all going to turn out all right. 
 
It is the Holy Spirit's job to convict, God's job to judge and my job to love. 
 
God proved His love on the Cross. When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it 
was God saying to the world, 'I love you.' 
 
Suppose you could gain everything in the whole world, and lost your soul. 
Was it worth it? 
 
There is nothing wrong with men possessing riches. The wrong comes when 
riches possess men. 
 
The only time my prayers are never answered is on the golf course. 
 
Take one day at a time. Today, after all, is the tomorrow you worried about 
yesterday. 
 
Knowing we will be with Christ forever far outweighs our burdens today! 
Keep your eyes on eternity. 
 
Tears shed for self are tears of weakness, but tears shed for others are a sign 
of strength. 
 
Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion - it is a daily 
process whereby you grow to be more and more like Christ. 
 
Without the Resurrection, the cross is meaningless. 
 
The Cross shows us the seriousness of our sin-but it also shows us the 
immeasurable love of God. 
 
Quit beating yourself up. We all live under grace and do the best we can. 
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A Christian Pioneer for Women  
 
During this year's celebration of 'votes for women' - well, some women, to 
start with - a hundred years ago, the BBC ran a public poll to nominate the 
one woman who had made 'the most difference'.  
  
People were nominated from different sectors of society - the arts, business, 
fashion, politics and so on - but unless I missed it there was no nomination 
for such a revolutionary figure in the world of religion.  
  
So let me nominate one: Catherine Bramwell Booth. She was the grand-
daughter of William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, the first 
religious group to give women an equal role in leadership. Catherine was 
duly commissioned as an officer in the Army, rising to the rank of 
Commissioner - about the same as a bishop, I suppose.  
  
In the sixties and seventies she became a media favourite, appearing on TV 
shows like Parkinson's and being voted 'Speaker of the Year' by the Guild of 
Toastmasters - although she, of course, was a life-long teetotaller. By then 
she was in her nineties, but still had an infectious sense of humour and an 
attractive media personality. All the while, though, she was committed to 
the Army's social and support work for women. 
  
Three times she was nominated as General (archbishop, as one might say) of 
the Salvation Army, but she agreed that it would be wrong to appear to 
establish a Booth 'dynasty'. She lived to 104, long enough to see the arrival 
of women ministers in the Free Churches but ten years before Anglican 
women achieved it. William Booth had once said that 'some of my best men 
are women', which was, I suppose, a contemporary way of saying that they 
were equals. Actually, the amazing Catherine Bramwell Booth outshone 
them all! 
 

Canon David Winter 
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April 
 
See also Prayer pages and back cover for regular activities 
The diary is also online at www.bhpurc.org.uk/calendar 

Sun 1st  
10:00am 
10:30am 

Easter Sunday 
Prayers in the church 
Easter Communion with Lynda Cook and  
Martin Hamblin 

Sun 8th 10:30am 
6:00pm 

All age worship with Ray Pettipher  
Sunday Evening Reflection 

Sun 15th 10:30am Worship with Chris Hall 

Sun 22nd 10:30am Worship with Martin Wells 

Sun 29th 11:00am Joint URC Pastorate worship at Lancaster Road 
URC  

Next newsletter deadline  
Sunday 15th April 

Diary 
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 APRIL 2018 
 

But those who hope in the Lord  
will renew their strength.  

They will soar on wings like eagles;  
they will run and not grow weary,  

they will walk and not be faint.  
 

Isaiah 40:31 

Sunday 1st 
Give thanks that Jesus rose from 
the dead - we have life forever! 
 
Monday 2nd 
Charlotte, Martin and Jessica 
McBride 
Tuesday 3rd 
Persecuted church in Libya 
Wednesday 4th 
Main Avenue  
Thursday 5th 
Staff and pupils at Oasis Acade-
my Hadley  
Friday 6th 
Children and staff at Al-Shurooq 
School in Bethlehem who we 
support as a church  

Saturday 7th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 
the service tomorrow 
Sunday 8th 
Thanks for all those who give 
their time and support to our 
organisations and to help in our 
community  
 
Monday 9th 
Ivy and Arthur Neate 
Tuesday 10th 
Persecuted church in Afghani-
stan 
Wednesday 11th 
Melbourne Way  
Thursday 12th 
Staff and pupils at Enfield County 
School  

Prayer Diary 
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Friday 13th 
Those suffering from addiction, 
their families and the charities 
that help them break free  
Saturday 14th 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 
the service tomorrow 
Sunday 15th 
Thanks for all the benefits we 
enjoy living in England  
 
Monday 16th 
Julia and Bob Neate 
Tuesday 17th 
Persecuted church in Iran  
Wednesday 18th 
Millais Road  
Thursday 19th 
Staff and pupils at Enfield Gram-
mar School  
Friday 20th 
Elijah, our sponsored child in 
Zambia  
Saturday 21st 
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 
the service tomorrow 
Sunday 22nd 
Thanks for our young people and 
all children who visit our church 
and its buildings  
 
Monday 23rd 
Tony, Diann, Rebecca, Joseph 

and Stephen Nicolaides 
Tuesday 24th 
Persecuted church in North Ko-
rea  
Wednesday 25th 
Percival Road  
Thursday 26th 
Staff and pupils at Edmonton 
County School  
Friday 27th 
Those suffering from HIV & AIDS 
and the charities who seek to 
find a cure  
Saturday 28th  
Sunday’s Worship Leader and 
the service tomorrow 
Sunday 29th 
Be joyful in hope and faithful in 
prayer giving thanks to God for 
his blessings  
 
Monday 30th 
Mabel Osae 
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Close to home by Cara Hunter 
 
This was a fairly quick read with a twist 
at the end. The plot was somewhat 
reminiscent of many other novels but 
brought up-to-date by the use of Twitter 
inserts, annoying to some of us. How 
social media can create wrong thoughts 
in so many when a wrong decision/
choice has been made right at the start. 
Public opinion is not always right! 
 
We next meet on Monday 16th April, 
after reading ‘Parliament of Rooks’ by 
Karen Perkins. 
 

Sylvia Page 

Book Club 
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God is able to bless us abundantly 
 
'And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.' (2 Corinthians 
9:8).  
  
How generous are we, on a scale between Scrooge and Bill Gates? Let's not 
forget that we have a God who is able to out-give us on all levels!  
  
A God who blesses: Paul reminds the Corinthians that we have a generous 
God, who meet our needs, even when we don't deserve it. This is 
demonstrated by the grace of God seen in the death and resurrection of his 
Son, 'Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!' (15). 
  
A Response of blessing: Paul calls for generosity as a response to God's 
grace, as the Corinthians were reluctant to support the Christians 
experiencing famine in Jerusalem. He uses an agricultural picture to make 
the point: 'Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.'(6).  
  
We sow sparingly when we hold on to what we have and put our needs first. 
However, by sowing generously we share God's heart and bless others, by 
using our time, money and talents to serve them. 
  
'Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.'(7). We 
should carefully consider what to give, but to do it cheerfully (literally 
hilariously!). With God, the more we give, the more we bless others and are 
blessed ourselves!  
 
Has this been true in our own experience? A farmer was known for his 
generosity; when asked why this was he replied, 'I keep shovelling into God's 
bin and He keeps shovelling into mine, but God has the bigger shovel!' 
 

Paul Hardingham 
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 Door welcome Reader Tea & Coffee Flowers 

1st Evelyn Judith Yvonne Sylvia 

8th  Bill Ivy & Jane  

15th Alison Anne Valerie  

2nd Evelyn Bill Sylvia  

Sound room 

Robin H 

Tony 

Robin H 

Robin H 

If you can fill in the gaps above please put your name in the sheet on the 
wall in the lounge. 
 
If you would like to do any of the above but feel you’d need a little guidance 
first please talk to Lisa, she’ll make sure you find the right person.  The 
sound room is easier than you think - go on, volunteer! 

Rotas 
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Risen life 
 
Astonishing God, 
the day has come 
when what we thought had ended 
 bursts into a new beginning; 
when what we thought had been destroyed  
 is created anew; 
when what we thought had been lost in darkness 
 re-emerges in vibrant colour. 
 
And so we come in thanksgiving 
 for your everlasting love and justice, 
 for Christ’s healing, wholeness and forgiveness 
 living deep within each of us, 
by the power of the Spirit. 
 
Challenging God, 
may our thanksgiving be shown in our actions, 
as your Spirit calls us on to be Christ to the world, 
 showing impartiality in our relationships 
 and doing what is right for all creation. 
 
We pray in the name of the one  
 who was crucified and died, 
 and who is mysteriously with us now 
     In life ever new. 

Iain McDonald 
 
From the URC prayer handbook 2015 for 5th April (Easter Sunday)  
 
Ed: If you have a prayer you would like put in the newsletter instead (or 
indeed as well as...) do email it to newsletter@bhpurc.org.uk.  If you want it 
in a particular month make sure you meet the deadline for that month, 
usually the second Sunday of the month.  Thanks. 

Prayer 
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Murder Mystery Review 
After a conversation at Christmas we decided to host a Murder 
Mystery night in order to raise funds. We set about planning the 
theme, length, ticket prices and food! We set the theme as the 
London Bird Watchers Society’s 50th anniversary annual meal and 
so all of the characters had bird themed names. Throughout most 
of January and February we had many script read throughs and 
script changes where we discovered a secret Scot amongst the 
ranks. Having heard his accent it was a given that Tom Brown 
would play Simon Buzzard, a leading bird calendar compiler who 
grew up in rural Scotland before moving to London where Desmond 
Sparrow (Daniel Parson) took him under his wing and taught him 
everything he knew. As the youngest member of the group it was 
decided that James Cutts would play Bradley Dunnock, Mr 
Sparrows long lost son, and the London Bird Watchers Society’s 
bird watcher of the year. As he did most of the organising it was 
only fitting that Joseph Nicolaides played Keith Mallard the 
society’s events organiser and childhood friend of Desmond 
Sparrow. 7:30pm came. The lights dimmed. Music started playing. 
The night began. A night that started off smoothly following the 
characters introductions and a short speech from President 
Sparrow didn’t last long. After starters of either Chicken or 
Tomato soup were served and empty bowls collected Roger Kestrel 
(Daniel Bacon) turned up uninvited and caused a scene. As Mr 
Kestrel approached the stage the room fell to darkness and when 
the lights came back on someone had put a knife in the back of 
President Sparrow, but Roger Kestrel was seen fleeing the room. 
Now, with a murder to solve it was down to our guests to try and 
detect who did it. 
 
Each table was named after a fictional detective ranging from 
Inspector Morse to Miss Marple, Columbo to Clouseau, also 

Boys’ Brigade News 
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including Poirot, Sherlock Holmes, Jack Frost and George Gently. 
There was also a murder booklet on each table for the tables to 
fill out as the night went on. Once Detective Matt Hawkes (Daniel 
Parsons) turned up, with his help and some envelopes containing 
key evidence the tables got to work. After some more acting from 
us and a ploughman’s, we were interrogated by each of the tables. 
There were some difficult and unexpected questions asked, which 
required us to think on our feet! Once we took our places back on-
stage Detective Hawkes took everyone through the murder step 
by step, how it happened, why it happened and in a big ending 
revealing who did it. In total we had eight tables made up of fifty-
people in attendance. It came down to two tables. Both 
successfully deducted that it was Mr Buzzard who murdered 
President Sparrow after being told by Mr Mallard that he would 
pay him a quarter-of-a-million-pounds. As there were two tables 
who had solved the murder it came down to the quiz results. Each 
table had a quiz sheet to fill which was collected in case of a tie. 
Yet again both of the tables tied! They both scored 8/10 in the 
quiz which was the highest score. As the tie breaker was also a tie 
we went to a tie break tie breaker question which was: When was 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound of the Baskervilles originally 
published? A representative from each of the tied tables was 
brought forward and whoever guessed right or closest would win 
(in case both were the same number of years away from the right 
answer it would have gone down to month).  
 
Thank you to everyone who attended and a special thanks to 
everyone who helped in the kitchen preparing and serving food. 
 
The night was a huge success and we managed to raise £609 with 
the help of a raffle, all of which will go towards funding the BB 
and the activities that we do! The night went so well that we have 
even had requests for another Murder Mystery night in the 
future. Keep your eyes peeled. 

The Seniors  



18 

Easter faith 
Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great anti-God rally was 
arranged in Kiev.  The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow, and 
for an hour he demolished the Christian faith with argument, abuse and 
ridicule.  At the end there was silence.   
 

Then a priest of the Russian Orthodox Church politely asked if he could 
speak.  Bukharin shrugged and made way for him.  The priest stood next to 
Bukharin, facing the people, and raised his arms.  He spoke just three words: 
‘Christ is risen!’ 
 

At once the entire assembly rose to their feet and gave the joyful response, 
‘He is risen indeed!’  It was a devastating moment for the atheist politician, 
who had no response to this ancient Easter liturgy.  He had not realised he 
was simply too late: how can you convince people who have already 
experienced God, that He does not exist?    
 
russian revolution 
rally  kiev 
powerful orator 
bukharin moscow 
 
demolished 
christian 
faith   argument 
 
abuse  ridicule 
silence  
 
priest  orthodox 
church christ 
is   risen 
indeed assembly 
ancient liturgy 

Wordsearch 
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Other local church activities 
April 

Date Time Activity Location 

1st  3pm Tea and worship in the hall Methodist 

11th 2pm Wednesday Fellowship 
Stephen Jennings - Titanic 

Methodist 

16th 2:15pm Friendship Club 
Enfield's markets and fairs - Joe Studman 

Christ Church 

25thth 2pm Wednesday Fellowship 
Anne Wallington - Greenland 

Methodist 

26th 10.30am Community coffee morning Methodist 

Day Time Activity Location 

Sun 6.30pm Service (1st  of the month is Café style, 4th of 
the month is Contemporary with the band) 

Lancaster Road 

Mon 10am 
7.30pm 
7.45pm 

Ladies Bible Study 
English Conversation Club 
Prayer at Betty’s (Fortnightly) 

Living Room 
Living Room 
Methodist 

Tues 10am 
1.30pm 

Tots and Toys 
Open House (Coffee and Chat) 

Gospel Hall 
Living Room 

Thurs 1pm Back to Life (Support Group / Board Games)  
starts with lunch 

Living Room 

Fri 10am 
4pm 

Shoppers Coffee Morning 
EPIC (Club for kids in years 3-6) 

Lancaster Road 
Gospel Hall 

Weekly 

Wed 9.45am Bible Study (Fortnightly) Lancaster Road 

Sat 9am Breakfast Club (2nd and 4th of the month) Christ Church 
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Monday 6.15pm    Boys' Brigade Junior Section 
 

  7.30pm Boys' Brigade (Company Section) 
 

 8.00pm Book Club (Once a month, see inside for date) 
 
 

Tuesday 8.00pm House group (2nd & 4th Tuesday) 
 
 

Wednesday  9.30am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

 6.15pm Girls' Brigade  
 

 8.00pm New Songs (1st Wednesday) 
 
 

Thursday  7.30pm  Boys’ Brigade Company Section circuit training 
(when advised) 

 
 

Friday 9.15am Prayers in the Hall, open from 9 for a chat first 
 

 9.30am Baby & Toddler Group 
 

   6.00pm Boys' Brigade Anchor Boys 
 
 

Sunday  10.00am Prayers (1st Sunday) 
 

  10.30am Worship with groups for children and young 
people (Communion 1st Sunday) 

 

  6.00pm Sunday Evening Reflection (2nd Sunday) 

Weekly Activities 


